English 380E
Prof. Howe

Screening Guide: Last House on the Left (1972)

1. Last House is a visceral look at power, rape, and revenge. As you’re watching the film, think about the kinds of power and authority you see represented. How are they structured?

2. Consider the opening scene carefully. What important themes and motifs are presented? How are they presented?

3. Last House has a memorable cast of characters. How can we parse out the kinds of people represented? What does each character signify?

4. What do you find unexpected—even shocking—about this film?

5. This film is set in really three locations, two of which are very near to one another. Consider the setting; why do certain things happen in certain places? Keep in mind the inside/outside dynamic we’ve been talking about, especially visible in the opening scene of Scream (also dir. by Wes Craven). What does each setting signify?
6. Keep a list of all the “tools” and “technologies” you note. How does “technology” seem to function in this film? 

7. How is “gore” used in this film? You might consider Last House in comparison to Blood Feast. As a corollary to this question, consider how Last House is shot. How can you characterize its stylistic and cinematographic features?
8. Last House was released in 1972. How can you read this film as a cultural production of its time?

