English 380E
Prof. Howe

Screening Guide: The Driller Killer (1979)

1. This film has a very specific style and tone. How would you describe its style? Its ethos? 

2. Unlike many of the other films we’ve seen this term, The Driller Killer does not explicitly target women; in fact, he seems to go after men. Why? 

3. At the opening of the film, we are told to watch the movie with the volume turned up. What does this piece of information tell you about the film’s aesthetic?

4. Where does Reno, the titular “killer,” get the inspiration for the portable power pack? Why does this matter, if at all?

5. Think about the structural and economic relationship between Reno and the band The Roosters. How can we describe their similarities, their differences, and the way they interrelate? 

6. What is the role of Reno’s art dealer? What is his character like? What happens between him and Reno?

7. What role, if any, do you think the streets of 1970s New York City play in this film? 

8. Is this film like any of the other films we’ve seen this term? In what ways? How is it different? 
