Walk to Smith-field :

OR, A )

True Difcription of the Humours of Bartholomew-F air, with the
many comical Tnirigues and Frolicks that are a8ted in every
particular Booth in the Fair, by Petfons of all Ages and Sexes,
from the Court Gallant to the Countrey Clown :

With the old Dioll-Players Lammtar?on- for the lofs of their
Yearly Revenues; being very Pleafzncand Deverting,

Aving no Bufinels of my own, nor no Inclination to engage in other
Peoples; no Wife to Plaguc ime nor no Children to ch me : On
Monday laft, being the fieit Day of Bartbolomew-fair, 1 was refolv'd,

| (tho I,m no Roman) to honourthat Saint {o far as to give him a Vi-

fic,at his appointed place of Solemnityin Smithfteld-rounds, to help to (upporr that

famous anrual and antient Cuftom ot Debauchery {o long pra@ifed ; where I was
no fooner artiv?d, but 1 fouad a numerons, tho cozfufed Multitude, huddled to-
gether as thick as an affembly of religious Bretheren, and holy Sifters at a Covent-

srden Conventicle, or Quakcrs Meeting-hotfe; and gave as great antention to

5«:&- Pudding Do&uin voo, as they could tothe boit Tubfter, or Holder-forth in

Chriftendom, nay and you might parceive by their Countenances, that thele
Bartholomew Babes of Grace, thought it much more pleafant and perhaps as pro-

fitable 5 but being fomething Surficted wich hearing the old thred: bare Arpuments

of Merry Andrews, and the ocher Foois without Doors, T had an itching Fancy to

- view the Affes of both Sexes within tic Wooden Tents of Iniquity, «the whole,

Fair refembling ncthing mcrc thaw a 't Cump) oaly inftead of itanding

Soulders like Rank and E? tle, they were fhuffled togetner with as confufed a mix-
ture as little Boxes in a Sharpers Luck in 2 Bag, infomuch that | found it mighty

difficulc o ftear my Courfe above three Yards in half an Hour’s time. bus havin

gaind fome Experiance by mv long condniance in the Crowd - | (qacez d ;m§

drew in my Paunch between the fote Bellied Femals, jaft like a fate Man thro a

nartow Suile, fo chat with arcificial Hipp work and  Thigh work, 11abour'd as,

hard as ever any furious Lover did to riggle hinfelf bztween the Knges of a oy

Miftries, A Havige
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Haviog thus by Storm and much Fatigue goiten our of this canfufed mixcuie
of Hips and Buttocks, .| with-much adogotinto Pye-Corner, where | wasinform'd -
our Englith-Sompfon perform*d his-Wonders; when- having pafd my Feeat:the -

Tent Door, | was admitted to a Seat ofthree Stories high, where [faca cofifidet-

able time with Patience upon force, Crowded up like a great Plumbin the Cor-

ner of 2 Minc'd-Pye ; bur before many Minutes was over, the renowned Man of

Kentiappears equip®d like gne of the Losden Champions in the ArrilleryGrousd,

at the mock ftorming of aCaitle : \Whereupon our Saspfes havieg made:a:Con« -

gue br fwo to the Crow’d of Philiffans, began rofhow them che fport they-expet-
ed, Lifting t6'alt our Wonders dbundance of Weighr hangirig rouid 1iké fo ma-
ny-Bandileers of 2 Distch Soldier; but how many hundred Weight they truely

Ftl:rc df except you take his word for't in his Bill) ‘twill be a hard mater to be re-
olv’ , f S

| H: Fired o Cannon, and with bisown Strength, - -
Heliftivup tho' it was of great Length, - . .
He broke a Rape, which did withold 1o Horfes, . -
They could not break it, with their two joint Forces

- Lord U gusth the Females what a MMan 1¢ this, -
We wifb osr: Hasband's Backs, as [trong as bis :

If in proportion all bis Bady’s thus, . -

. 0! fomous Man of Kentthon arefor us. . -

After the Show was over ! made the beft of my way to the next Booth, where
was only a Popper $how, and being willing to feeall, as near asPoffible, ( /mean
the Rarites of thz Fair) | wastold..by the Swectner it was, called Fepthab's rafb
Pow, orthe Pirgin Sacrifice, whereupon having paid two Pence:Enterarice, 7nef-
{led in berween the fofr Hips of two.Blowiabellas, who allow‘d me hardlyfo much
room berween their But(}d'{ 5.35 \f{ﬁﬂldf.hil.?&-&qn [alﬂ‘:d a J Oiﬂt_c_d ngy ;‘afhofwévg[

t-eing furrounded on-every fide with. Femals: of all forts.and Sizes; and. neither |
Fepibah nor his Virgin Daughrer appearing {ofoonas  éxpécted ; [ ¢en fell Pell-

- Aell both back-firoke and fore-ltroke,on my right and left Hand Mates, whe both
provd to be Civzeas Wivesof no mean Figure, oue of them telling me foftly jn
mv Ear, that they wereboth cute Loaves, therefore much more fafer to trade
wiith than Virgins:, While ‘thefe amorou: Intregues were managing between us,,

.~ Jepibsh had madg his Vow, rewm®d Trom Batte, and feen his Daughter Sacri-
fic d before our +Bow was begun,“alafs quoth a prety Matd behind me(obferving
wiut ! had been fumbling at) you have iot theiighr of the Virgin, 7 faith Madam

replyd £ tisto be fear'd . 1 have, ever fince - beheld your fweer Countenance,
which pue the young Creatuce to the Blufh, and my hand Maidsin a fitt of ‘

-L-—zincr, but one of them had iide caufe forit. having loft her Gold Watch,
and a2 Diamon Ring, during thetime of har amourous Engagment. - |

For while the pricty Wooden Idols skip'd,
Heuds were in Plackets, and in Pockets flip°d;
Nay 2L was bufte 100, to foud the Frey, -

o teer e oo dfometimes felty bt carried momeaways. L0 L
s ss ArFadfedon Dty butitpas i cplenty” gt n Gy
T "5; g1 T ey igw.wfﬁfﬁjreﬁdhi whit was my wntent, - } pow

so o oo sdad pere o Strangers to'tbe thing Imcants -~ 3o al
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But being forcSdt3 soe this pleifantGame; .~

£

*iAnd *fn “otder "thergtd:l “hobbled::t0. Pinkeman’s Medley,: which I next ‘made
choice-of!havitigbeerr {0 well ‘pleasid with-the -other™two before; therefore L
tHoighe’ the-wholeiFair-confifted of:hothing elfé: Howevér-in-I went, almolt-
heatljong;: thé Mobb by this -time:having inviefted the Tent, .:v}g:rg perparing for
a~geacrak-affanls, which to-ayoid, | placd:miy-(¢lf as ncar astcotild dmeng-the
thickeft of the’Femal€ auditors; -as fuppofing:tha place:moft’ confiftaie withmy
Courage, and Abilitjes; for T muft tell you, and:thac truely'too) that if 1 muft
Litt my felf .iv fhall be in adtanding Fenvile Regithent;’ when they beacup for
Volentetrs, the:Wars, of Venusbeing imich pore .'plc‘a;i"antgr,j then the Tents of
‘Mars; tho’-perbaps alcogether as-dangerousiif notimuch greatés ; having feen the-
Vaultitig-ot thé: Horfe;and -parvof the Ladder Dance perform'd very. éxcellently’
I began to obferve the old.game going forwards, all.over the Booth; where the
preety Females were feated, fome appearing coy: and-ptecife and fome other-
wife tho when all came to all, there wasliti'e differance,. for the ficft faid nay
and took it, and the others wok it withour }y'ing:tdyr thifg, fo that nothing
but loves Harmony could' be féen from-onefidé; of the Booth to the other.
| An old Mifer got-up at the clofe-of the play, ~ -
And banded a Mifs down the Stepsand-amway:
"To a Houfe near"aChurch, bu. I}l leave.you-10 think
Whither °t was not-ta-taft-fymething elfe befide Dyink
-For floe left bim:in Pawn; and: brought.sff all bis.Chink.- :
- By this time-I was quue ,_cloy'r'd;.j?ith the: f1ightof the little-Waoden Animals
skiping.. next coveted to fee the natural pertormances of Fléfh and-Blood  theee:
fore the Dutch Woman's Booth. nexe: prefenting .ic.felf to-my view, thicher 1
ctowded, .and withy: fome difficuley: made: av hard: fhiftrolgetsin, where Danifb,
Dutch, Germanand -Bqﬁfﬁian-:Fre\fs;: im'dmfucfff:}}hmegfng"in?tmn mendation of
one_ anathers-Dexterity’in diriffion of ‘N Barnes and othige: Englifir: Heros, that
J fancy'd mv f{elf in the French Camp in Flanders: However -conlidering cthe
thé{-barrdw Dance by a little Girﬁ’oﬁ{c‘p;,ng;snfx Age,.and other ftrange per-
formances, n0tl1ing" but in‘nfaclc*s cgh:g t ﬂ%(li‘;e I{Em ] Orﬂithﬂallﬂg a1l there
Dmc!g_‘woqdcrs there wetf: Engiﬁ Men-; nd«“;, 0 he fl’,téb', at the finee mfﬁuk c,;
and in (hie fame Booth, ;vaEfQF;l}l}iﬁggfiﬁegnﬂ watg, by flighe of hand, - which
ne'r'a Porreign pretender of them al] EaL.out. 6. -
Co o kur Menor Vomen who cme hevé from far, |
Theyr more cficem’d, than.our true Englifh are |
A German Doéter or a' Dutch Minbeer. - o
- They are adyanc'd, -ay foon_as they come bere.- e
- €oming.out of the Dutch Booth, a Bill was thruft into my hand, with a Man
and Woman fighting for the Bretches, ‘yetthe Play was calld the Devil and Dr.
- Fauflus, nay thought 1 the Emblem is diferipion fufficient of che Play, for the
. Wife reprefents:the Devil and the Hmﬁmd.'lgh&‘or Pauflus, therefore I thought

I “E;del‘égs o }Ei";’ MOEY o -ffﬁﬁbﬂ?; alked in 2 Boath- whichl haye hega (0,0f5en

AN.EYC witacly of an the opeitficeet, 0 v e SR e
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~ Ror Gold, fome Wowen's feuces fo bewitebes, - - |
-~ Theyll ot their Lives, befcé ey B le the. Britovsa.
" Haviag oot yer forgorten wha 1 faw pecfornid asong the Datch Tarer'de.
manlins, alizs Rope-dancers, Inext made my approaches by a fhw. mtcﬁ{?kc, |
Avenses beiog in 2 manner blockaded. by a confuled higglacpigle ofRabble, who
woic ready to mutiny,) toour Exglifs Company of Rafie-dancers wheré [ was
faredly fumled, before the Mobh, had entered, the Booth: by a general ftorm,
i baving gaind the o, w_otﬁh)cﬂcﬁegtdﬂcd out at the North-fide ‘“‘F"‘“
diforder and gopfalion, leaving the yigtarious Rabblc. an fntire, poffeflion of  the
Baoth; buf my felf amoug other mrzgc?lu Heros ftood the Teft; and faw very
excellent petformances both upon the flack-and firaight Rope, far exceeding
any of the Diach pretenders, o/my wendegful Satisfaltion, the Lady Maty as
far out doing the Dutech Frows, .35 2 Ladgeof Honour exceeds.2 Milk Maid in
DPancing 2 Borrie or Mt © ~ _ - o
| | Bifides what Barns, and bis fine Crew did AR, |
. A famw young, Banals at the very FolT : |
" Nibbling at Pockzts, whilft their Placket tear,
" By Hands of thofe wbo knows met what they are :
"Young Prentice Beys who baying Goid o fpend,
- Thbe Sharpers bad “ctt & their Fngers end. -
A% this variety of Diverfiondid not- fully fatisfy my roving and craving Apetite, I havinga

L)
-

Monthemind z0a Mofick-Boothtoo; hirf confiderirg that Reformation of Manners had {upprefs'd them
ail buz one, 1 declin’d going thither, leaf I fhonld be thought a Debauch‘d Perfan ; therefore to com-
vieat alibus theClgiffer Revells, Idefign‘d to enc my Frolicks.in the. Booth call'd the Creasion of she
Wir!d, where beingentered I (as inocherBoothss) fingled out the moft liklieft, tho Twasforced to
Creep under the Ratlsto’ema as Hogs, info an Orciard after a high Wiad, or Flys iato Pig Sauce for
ths i2ke of the Sugidr, 2nd met witir little-bejter mccefs, for I had the hard Fortune, inftead of ftéar-
ine my courle to the young-Lady{ pic¥dupon, Irun my Head under the Coates of an’‘old Beldam
‘ot threc-foore years of Asge, whegmitrtnoately. Gtehovering juft before dhe pretty Face I am'd at -
Arwahich miftake the eldGrgnum E'H_Sjﬂ- w, ti'lﬂ.t_ it quite _fpﬂlrd my game Wlt_h the youn
I=dy, wke T darft not ke . the liherty to comenear, till-the cerimony-of the Poppets were end
tho my Cheps watered 1o te af her 2t he’ahie, the fhaw being endéd fhe flip'd away among

- - ot

the crowd, 2ad left me @ Jeek cut new Aivﬁit‘a're& )
_And dms was 1 left to.my great Vexadon;7. = | He gave her the Wink and e follow’d him in,
.To toink what 1)off in thishittle Crestfeg -~ - .-:| And infew words tl::dy clap’d upa Bargainto fin.
“IotheClzijiers I wen: wharethe Gallaats relbrt,| When prety well tired wich. {ecing each Novis,
* Wherezti fo:rsand Sizeseomié théir for their fport; | Bow downto hisIdol asfhe wasa Goddef3
ST Wives-ol eur Tradess, “thele Miriﬁe I viewed the Shops where the Gamﬁ_ei's(didﬂk
- , - . Gy, (Raffle,
who there withtheir Lears, and their-Glaaces 11| And faw the young Huflses thesr Gallants to Baie,
: - (vite ye, | For tho the fine Spark had {ometimes good Ete,
ook for Gallants as otfer do Whores for their \_Yet the Shop had the Monpey, and the Whore had

(pleafnre, + . - (the Plate;
- A-ilovr on e dealing intarhuden : ns-. k. The old Droll Players Tamentation, ¢’
Dobut look 0a their Ejes, yonmay readat firit y Oh! Mourn with us, all you that live by Play ;

(fight, | The Reformation took our Gains away:

Hew oft:heydefirero be Lov'd in 2 Night, We are aseood as Déad now Mony's gone,
With Mask oaher Face, 1faw one~ome peeping; | No Droll is{uflered; no, no, not one. |
. Whohing down her Head asif the'd been ficéping, | Fack Pudding now-our Graadenr doth excead,
At her bxcis there appeared a youag Babeof grace, | And loathiom Granay is by fates Decice’d, - e}
¥ itk Speca inhis Heelsand a Galiows w’s Face: | To.Laugh at us, end 1n our place fugceed. -

Wroielawsy Beaviour and impadent Air;. . | Butghter-all, thefe'times wou'd make one rave,
Plaiely tald he was born fora Bartholomew-f2if ;- T That woun'vlet’s play the Fool, aswell asKnave

-_— L O N.D Q N, PBrintedtqr R. Hiie, near the Royal-Exchenge, 1701.


Administrator
Note
"I was forced to Creep under the Rails to 'em as Hogs into an Orchard after a High wind, or Flys into Pig Sauce for the sake of the Sugar, and met with little better success, for I had the hard fortune, instead of stearing my course to th eyoung Lady I pitch'd upon, I run my Head under the Coates of an old Beldam of three-score years of Age"




