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Anonymous.  The Unnatural Parents; or, the Fair Maid of the West. London: A. Lightsbody,   *Lee's Booth, Bartholomew Fair



Administrator
Note
the Wealthy's daughter, the "Fair Maid of the West," has been abducted by witches who live in the forest; since her absence, mysterious things have happened. Wealthy sends Trusty to find her; the witches in the forest inform him that she has been found--they return him on a distaff, accompanied by two wild cats. Betty Wealthy takes him for her lost sister; meanwhile, the Fair Maid of the West taken in by the charity of the Worthys. Venus descends from the heavens and sings to the Fair Maid; Lovewell falls in love with her, and makes a marriage deal for her with the Worthys. Sir Wealthy enters, and discovers his "banish'd" daughter, who begs his blessing, and all ends happily with a dance of harlequins, scaramouches, and country people.  
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"I found two of your worships best Geldings stone dead"
"last Night when I went into the Pantry, I found all the Dishes upon the Ground; and the Meat tumbled about the Floor"
"this Morning, going into the Cellar to fetch some Ale, there was all the best March and October Beer, all running about the Cellar"
"Yes, and all the Pies, Pasties, Cheese cakes, and Custards, are all squash'd in the Oven; I runs to open the oven, the Oven flies full in my Face, and all the Pasties about the Kitchen"
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trusty, sent to find the young mistress, travels to "a large lonesome Wood" where he comes across Hagwell, two Witches, and "three wild Cats," also "suppos'd to be Witches" (8). They admit to performing the mischief discovered earlier, and tell Trusty that the young mistress is found and he is to ride home on a distaff.
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"Here the three Witches Dance, while Trusty is Mounted on his [Distaff]"; he "flies into the Air, with two Wild Cats running by his Side" (9)
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the young maiden, asleep in a garden, awoken by "3 Aerial spirits" who "sing: After which Venus descends in a Chariot, drawn by two swans, and sings" (11).
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Betty Wealthy enters, "Mad," under the delusion that Trusty is her sister; she dresses him in "Women's Cloaths"
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Several "Italian Songs," a dance of witches, and a final "Dance By a Harlequin Man and Woman; A Scaramouch Man and Woman; and a Country Man and Woman"


