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THE

‘T heatre-Royal

Turn'd mto a

Mountebant’s Stage.

g H E Supreme Authority, that
has lately afferted its Prero-
| gative in giving Laws to the
| PuLpiT, and has faid to the
3 Prleﬁhood like God to the
B Seo, Hitherto Jalt thou go,

and mo farther 5 is not to be
fuppos’d thereby to have countenanc'd unli-
mited Power 1n the STAGE, by fubmitting the
Pra&ices of holy Men, in facred Orders, to
the lewd Cenfures of a det of profane "Co-
medians. "Tis poflible, that by thc Tenure
of their Grant from the Crown, which en-
titles them to caj] their Nurfery of Vice and

B Debauchery
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Dcbauchery the Theatre-Royal, they may,
with {one colour of Juftice, write themfelves
His Maeflys Servamts 5 but upon what
Grounds or Encouragements they dare affume
the Exercife of a Power wholly belonging to
His Majefty himfelf, and thofe in Commiffion
under him, I am, no way, able to determine.

Yet notwithftanding all thefe Letts and
Hindrances for Vagrants who are liable to the
Penalties of Statutes themfelves, difpoflefs
the Magiftrate of what is due to the Dignity
of his Office, in a juft Animadverfion upon
proper Offcnces 5 the World 1s now to f{tand
amazed at a Wretch, who (not only with
Impunity, but Aprlaufe, arrogates to himfelf
a Right of Judgment over Mens Confciences,
and i Oprofition to all the Liberties that are
given to Others m this Age, of Thinking and
Judging for themfelves, moft audacioufly
fits himfelf down before our Princes and
Nobles, 1n the Seat of the Scorner.

The Town is too well appris'd of Mr. Cibber’s
Courage uron feveral eminent Occafions, not
to think him the Man pointed at 5 and not
to imagine a Perfon of his Bravery of Soul,
and unblamcable Condu@, very ready to enter
into a Combat with thofe whom he and his
Abettors {uppofe to be gifted with neither.
The want of the fir/}, 1n thofe he has thought
fit to attack, might have infus'd Honour and
Galiantry into him 3 and the Faillure (1f any
there be) of thefe Unhiaypy Gentlemen the
Non;juring Clergy, as to the /aff, might have

induced
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induced him rather to argue with them be-
hind the Curtain, than endeavour to expofe
them before it, when drawn up. 1 fay,
endeavour 5 becaufe the more Confiderate part
of the World ' ( howfoever the Fondnefs of fuch
as give themfelves no leifure to think, may win.
them over to unnatural Dedu&ions) will be
apt to conclude, that, maugre all the Intereft
made to fupport this Unnatural Produ@ of

Noife and Emptinefs, he himfelf will appear
the greater Monfter in Nature,

- Thus far by way of Introdu&ion, which,
from a Glance at the Author, who remains yet
often and often to be accounted with, leads
the Reader of Courfe into a 7izw of the Work
itfelf, if a Piece of Plagiarifm may be {o called,
that is as abhorrent of Reafon and right Appli-
cation, as of Truth and Humanity, I am now
therefore to obferve, that how wide foever
the Difference may be, as to Matters of Faith
and Principle, between a PuritTaN and a
NoNJURING CLERGYMAN of the Church o
England 5 it was for Mr. Cibber’s Purpofe
(which is altogether Gain and Sycophancy) to
torture the Remains of the ingenious Moliere,
and take away the Reproach due to the vicious
and difloyal Behaviour of Se@aries and Diffen-
ters, by fixing what is infeparable from the
Name of the Puritan, as an indelible Stain
of Infamy on the Charatter of the Nomjuror.
A piece of Qutrage feldom, ’till now, done by
the Manes of the Dead, whofe Senfe with

Mr. Dryden (that made bold with the fame
| B 2 Play,
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Play, by calling it the PURITAN) ought al-
ways to be preferved inviolate and unflained.

A Man of any tolerable Compaflion for the
Sufferings of his Fellow-Creatures, would
have refleed within himfelf, upon the Infir-
mities of Humane Nature, and the Scruples
that put tender Confciences upon the Rack,
before he enter’d upon fo uncharitable an
Undertaking. He would have inferr’d, from
the Wants and Preflures moft of the Non-
complying Clergy labour’d under, that they
made not an exchange of the Good Things of

this Life, fuch as Opulent Preferments, and
the Favour of Courts, out of meer Caprice,

and Sournefs of Temper.  In a word, He
would have imputed their entire Refignation
to the Will of therr Superiors, and their un-
difturb'd Acquiefcence under the Frowns of
the Government, rather to a {pirit of Patience
and Obedience, than of Innovation and Sedi-
‘tion 3 and 1nftead of cailing their Integrity in
queftion, would have given Proofs of his own
by a due Pity for their Misfortunes, and a com-
n.cndable Grief for their Miftakes. But {fuch
1s the Licentioufnefs of the Times Current,
that now feem to draw upon the Lees o

Humonity, thzt while fome from the Pulpit
eive up the Rights of the Chriftian Priefthood,
by ferting the Laity upon a Level with their
Paftors and Teachers, others, as in the hrit Ages
of the Church, are not only {ufter’d, but en-
courag’'d to make a Mock of Religion, under
the Pretence of exerting their Loyalty, and

1o
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to drefs up Men truly Pious and Religious, as

the Primitive Chriftians were of old, in the

Skins of Bears and other Beafts of Prey, to be

worry’d and torn to pieces by the Phangs

of the Populace. This favours very little of

copying after that Lenity lately thewn from

the Throne, even to thofe who not only re-

fus’d the Oaths to His Majefty, but took up

Arms againft him, and makes it fully demon-

ftrable that both the Taft and Morals of an

Audience muft be corrupted to the laft degree,

that can bear with Difputes z;}pon the Nature'
of Schifm, and the Divine Rights of Epifcopacy,
brought [coffingly upon the Stage, by the Dewl's

Agents 1w bis own Academy.

Had this Tormenter ot Moliere’s Ghoft been
tolerably civil to the Remains of that excellent
Poct, he would have a&ed with the fame Cau-
tion in taking Tranfcripts and Sketches from
his Tartuffe, as he made ufe of in Writing it,
he would have expos’d the Hypocrite, rather
than have fallen foul upon the Divine, and
have brought a Real Impoffor upon the Stage,
inftead of fixing that Charater upon a Perfon
who has loft all the Conveniencies of Life
for not being one, for not prevaricating with
his Confcience, and breaking thro’ the Ties of
the moft facred Engagements : He would have
introduced a Scotch Covenanter, or an Englith
Schifmatick into his Drama, rather than an
Epifcopal Minifter, one whofe Profeflion is the
Pra&ice of Obedience, and, who, though he

cannot comply with a furrender of fome Scrlua-
ples
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ples relating to the Government in the State,
holds every thing for his Duty that is enjomn’'d
oy the Church. For if the Reader will take
the Pains to examine the Comedy, from which’
Mr. Cibber has toppd upon the Town, by fil-
ching his chief Chara@ers, he will there find,
that the Poet’s Intentions throughout every
Paffage, are all Innocent, and that, 1t does not
at all tend to ridicule the Things that ought
to be revered ; that he has handled it with all
the Precaution which the Delicacy of the Mat-
ter required ; and that he has ufed all the
Art.and Care he could to diftinguith the Cha-
ra&ter of the Hypocrite from that of the truly
Good Man.

Yet, notwithftanding all thefe Excellencies
in the Original, the ImperfeGions of the Copy
have far the greater Influence on the Favours
of the Audience, and that Tartuffe, who for
his Innocence was prohibited at Paris, is high-
ly priz’d and efteem’d for his Guilt 1 Loz-
don. This puts me in Mind of a certain Paf-
fage relating to the former of thele Plays,
which was fucceeded Eight Days after 1t was
forbid, by a Comedy called Scaramouche turn’d
Hermit.  The King going from it, faid to the
Prince of Conde, | would fain know, why the
Perfous, who are fo much offended at Moliere’s
Plzy, dow’t [ay a Word of this of Scaramouche.
To which his Highnefs anfwerd, ¢ Tis be-
caufe the Play of Scaramouche mocks Hea-
¢ ven and Religion, which thofe Gentlemen
¢ don’t fo much value; but Moligre’s ricii-

" cules
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¢ cules Them themfelves; and that they can't
¢ endure.” The Inference is not much to be
ftrain’d for 5 and we have thofe, who at the
fame time as they lift up their fanGimonious
Eyesby way of Abhorrence at the fight of a
Presbyterian Chaplain brought in drunk upon
the Stage at the Commttee, can look greedily
till they dance with the Pleafure of fecing a
Clergyman of the Church Eftablifh’'d detedted
in Attempts to commit Adultery with the Wife
of his Patron. .

Among thefe is the Author of a certain
Weekly Paper, deferved to be ranked, who is
not only a Presbyterian, but a Scotch Presby-
terian : Not only a Scotch Presbyterian, but a
Scotch Covenanting Presbyterfans and not only
a Scotch Covenanting Presbyterian,but a Came-
ronian Scotch Covenanting Presbyterian, (and
who,in many Inftances before this,has run down
and decry’d all Theatrical Performances and
Interludes what{oever, as Irreligious and Pro-
phane) has inferted the following Letter by
way of Panegyrick, on the Play now under
Confideration.

On the Play called the Non-juror and its
AUTHO R,

ST R, Covent-Garden, Saturday,

H E Town is at prefent entertained
with aComedy, called, The Non-juror,
¢ which 1s but juft beginning to take (what 1s as

¢ they phrafe it) 1ts Run; Yclterday having been

‘ 1Its

¢



(8)

¢ its firft Day’s A&ing. The Coffee-Houfes
¢ adjacent to the Theatre are generally fre-
‘ quented 1n an Evening, before and after the
¢ Play, by Perfons who have a KRelith for that
¢ {ort of Reprefentations, and this Performance
* has been well received by the Majority of
¢ oood Judges that way; fome, who love to
¢ {peak their Mind quite out, affert, ‘That tho’
there may have been many Comedies, where-
in Nature has been as well reprefented, and
the Wit, Humour, and Breeding of the Au-
thor as well difplay’d, there never has ap-
pear'd, fince the Stage of Athens, which was
the great Engine of that Polite Nation, any
“ Work of Wit fo immediately and juftly cal-
¢ culated for the Service of the Fublick,

‘ The NoNjUuRoR, who, 1n the beft Ac-
¢ ceptation of that Chara&er, ought to be a
* Confcientious Man, peaceably huing under
¢ Government whence be bas kis Protettion. ab-
¢ horring as much the leaft Defign againfl 1,
“ as incapable of [erving (in his Senfe) its unjuff
“ Interefls. The Nomuror, 1 {ay, inftead of be-
¢ 1ng this unfortunate Man, as he has {ometimes
¢ appear’d, 1s drawn, in this Play, 1n his more
* common Behaviour, asan Incendiary, a Sower
“ of Sedition and Schifm, an Fremy to his
“ Prince and Country, diftracting hic Relations,
* and perverting the Afte&ians of private Ia-
¢ milies, and turnirg all 10 that one kod, of
“intreducing a Popif) Kimg to a Proceftant

< Na:iien,

¢
<
€
4
<
¢
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‘ What appears to be the great Skill and
¢ Addrefs of the Author, is his manner of
‘ mingling Things fo foreign to Pleafure and
‘. Diverfion, thus naturally in the Incidents
“ of a Comedy. That which has been at-
“ tempted in fo many Reams of Pamphlets,
‘ and has coft even Reverend Perfons all their
‘ Reputation for Charity, and a great Part of
¢ their Charalter for Underftanding, 1s /it of,
¢ with a Grace and Force equally irrefiftible.

¢ When Mr. Collier writ his excellent
‘ Piece againft the Srage, a moft Reverend
‘ Prelate, upon the Perufal of it, faid, He
‘ would have grven 10001, 4 Man of lis Prin-
‘ ciples, that 1s, one capable of receiving Fa-
¢ vours from the Government for it) had been
¢ the Author of that [eafonable Work.

¢ Mr. C1BRER has that {ame Merit, as he
‘ more than correéts the Stage, by writing
‘ well for 1t, and bhas thewn himfelf unre-
‘ fervedly a Friend to the Government, in
¢ provoking a Crowd of its Enemies to exert
‘ their Malice againft him, in a Place where
¢ be earns bis Bread, and where there is no
‘ Defence to be made againft their Refentment,
“ Add to this, that he himfelf plays the Part
‘ of the NoNjuROR ; and there is more
¢ Mortificatien than can be conceiv’d by thofe
‘ who are not converfant in fuch Matters,
‘ indoing an odious Thing, tho’ but in Fi&i-
‘on. SHAKESPEAR agreater Poet, tho’ not
“ {o good a Player as CiBRER, according to
“ Play-houfe Tradition, is faid to have done

C ‘ nothing
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“ nothing fo well as The Ghoft of Hamlet's Fa-
¢ ther. Let the Town then confider what they
¢ owe tothe Merit of him who has wrote {o
¢ ufefully in this Drama, and acted foskilfully
¢ 10 all other Comedics, that 1s to [ay, has per-
¢ formed o well as a Wniter, and fo eminently
¢ as a Plger, that in the latter he excell’d
¢ fuch a Genius as SHAKESPEAR, tho’ the
¢ Art was alfo his Profeflion.

‘ Thofe who love the prefent Eftablifh-
‘ ment, thould fee this Play for the Encou-
¢ ragement of the Author; thofe who have
‘ been enfmared into the Principles he ridi-
¢ cules, may there meet with a Convi&ion be-
¢ fore they fmart for it; and a Jacobite may
¢ there be prevented from venturing his Neck
“ for a Caufe which can never be powerful,
¢ after it is once contemptible.

“ You, Sir, have long labour'd for this
¢ sood End, and will therefore, I hope, kind-
‘ ly receive this Account of this Comedy, and
¢ its Author, from

Your moft humble Servant.

Tho' the Name of the Writer of the fore-
going Letter 1s not hereunto fubfcribed, it
may with Juftice enough be fupposd to be
written by Mr. Cibber himfelf, whofe Vanity
is too well known in many Inftances of the
like Nature, not to have prompted him to
very large Eulogies of himfelf; fince no- one

but he, or the Perfon to whom 1t is direéted
- to,
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to, .could have the Prefumption to aver, that
no one Performance on the Stage, fince that
of Athens, (whofe Poets were under the great-
eft Reftrictions from ridiculing the Igrtieﬁ-
hood) came up to that Perfe&ion of Wit, and
was {o immediately calculated for the Service
of the Publick as this, which he has moft
audacioufly adopted for the Iffue of his own
Brain, at the fame time he has fcarce any
Right or Title to any one Thought or Inci-
dent that offends not chaft Ears, nor violates
the Laws of Decency and Morality. 1 take
leave to fay adepted, becaule he nejther in
Prologue, Epilogue, or Dedication acknow-
ledges the leaft Obligation to the deceas’d
Author from ‘whom he took all his beft Hints,
and moft beautiful Turns; but after having
made a Prefent of it, as his own Off-{pring to
the Audience, very arrogantly does the fame
to the King, by valuing himfelf, without any
previous Confeflion of Affliftance or Help,
for his Duty and Concern that made him more
careful 1n the Conduét of this, than any of his
former Eudeavours,

Thefe Refle&ions on his Ingratitude to Mo-
fiere, and his Self-conceit 1n taking the upper
hand of Shakefpear, bring into my Memory
fome Invettives written by the late ingeni-
ous Mr. Thomas Brown upon D'Urfey the
Poet, who, not unlike him to Opinion,
gave the Name of Lyricks to his Medley of
Rhimes and Nonfenfe, A very little' Altera-
tion will make them run thus, and its only

C2 changing

(
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changing the Name, to make Cibber, and that
Ttifle of a Song-jobber, alike 1n Nature.

Zhou Car, half Dane, half Englith Breed,
Thou Mongrel of Parnaflus, ‘
To think leud Lines grown up to Seed,

Can ever tamely pafs us.

Thou write Nonjurors, and be damn’d!
Write Anagrams for Cytlers 4

Nome with thy Frippery will be [bamm’'d
But Chamber-maids and Batlers.

In tother World expeét dry Blows,
No Tears can wafb thy Stains out,
MoL1ERE will pull thee by the Nofe,
And'SHAKESPEAR dafb thy Brans out.

The juft Provocation which the laft of
thefe injured Manes has to give Mr. Cibber
this Chaftifement, i1s accounted for already;
1 am therefore, 1n the next place, to make
appaar, that he 1s liable ro the Difpleafure
and Refentment of the hrft, upon full as
go0d Grounds and Motives, which cannot
better bedone, than by a Review of the Tartuffe
oo the cne part, and of the Nomjuror on the
other.

- To begin with the Tartuffe, and .the Oc-
cafion of its being written. The Defign of
this Play was to expofe the Hypocrify of pre-
tended Zealots in France, who under the No-
tion of Purity in Religion,. and Sa’n&it{ _;)f

ife,
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§.ife; took upon them to rafe Scruples as t6
Matters of Faith, and to feparate themfelves
from the Communion of the Church Eftablifh’d.
Thefe were called Hugonots, who had been in

open Rebellion againtt their lawful Sovereign,
like the Diflenters among us, and had taken
Arms againft Heaven's Vicegerent, under 2
fhew of engaging for the Caufe of Heaven. Yet
notwithftanding thefe Incendiaries were fuch
fit Objeds of Satyr and Ridicule, fuch was the
Temper of that Nation, and the Averfion of
their Prince and Great Men, to any thing that
had the leaft View towards Prophanenefs or
Immorality on their Stage, that, as it has been
before obferved, the Play was for fome time
Prohibited, and was with great difficulty Re-
vived, even tho’ the Hypocrite or Impoftor re-
prefented therein was introduced as a Lay-

man, not under the Charalter of one of the
Clergy. -
The Perfons of this Drama are, a Gentle-
man eof great Hofpitality and Credulity,
married to a fecond Wife, after having had
a Son and a Daughter by the firft Ven~
ture, and Bigotted to the laft degree n Fa-
vour of a Villain whom he has taken into
his Family even Naked and Diftrefs'd, out of
meer refped to a fan&imonious Shew and
Appearance, This Wretch, in Return to his
Benefattor’s Kindnefs, 1s made not only to
ufurp an Authority over the whole Houfe, but
under a Mask of Piety, to difpofe of all Af-
fairs therein, to. attempt the Chaftity o‘f; ]}is
116,
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Wife, to obtain the Difherifon of his Son, the
fole Difpofal of the Daughter, who1s undera
Contra& of Marriage with a young Gentle-
man of a plemiful Fortune, and a Deed of
Gift of all the Father’s Eftate: So that they
are all made to feem in a defperate Condition,
till their Circumftances are retrievd by the
dete&@ion of his leud Defigns upon the Firf,
who makes her Husband an Eye and Ear Wit-
nefs of Tartuffe’s Bafenefs, his Treacherous
Praices azamft the Second, his Attempts to
Ruine the 7hird, and take away the Life of
the Fourts, by a falfe accufation of Treafon
to the King, whofe penetrating Underftand-
ing makes a Difcovery of the Impoffor, that
concludes the Play with a Catafiropbe fatal to
himfelf, inhis commitment to Prifon, the juft

Reward of his Hypocrify and other Crimes.
Here is no Smut from the firft to the laft,
no Oaths, Execrations, or Double Entendres,
to excite Luft in the Audience, and fire the
Blood of the Spe@ators, but every Scene 1s fo
condu@ed as to lead us on very artfully to the
View of another. Here is nothing to fhock
the Imagination wrth  umpure [deas, or to
da Viclence to Nature 1n any one of its Repre-
fentations, but all the Perfons concerned are
made to act their Parts with a due regard to
their refpe@tive Charalters. The very firft
Scene in the Per{on of Pernelle, the Husband’s
Mother, gives you fuch a lively defcription of
an Impertinent Woman, as few have yet given,
and it is Molwere’s pecublar Felicity, that he
prepares

L
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prepares two whole A&s for the Entrance of
his Villain: He does not. hold the Aundience
in fufpenfe a Moment 3 he is prefently known
by the Marks he gives him, and from one End
to the other he does not fpeak a Word, nor
ufe an A&ion, but what gives the Speitators a
perfect ldea of a wicked Man, and fets off that -
of a truly good Man, which 13 oppos'd to
him. When the Mafter of the Houfe gives
his Brother-in-law Cleanthes the Charaer of
his New Guett, the Defcription 1s fo lively that,
I cannot but repeat it. ¢ Brother,. fays he,
¢ (fpeaking of Tartuffe) you'd be charm'd if
¢ you knew him, and your Joys wou'd never
‘ beatanend. 'Tisa Man—who——aMan
¢ —a-—Man— in aWord, whoever follows
¢ his Rules, tafts a profound Peace, and looks
¢ upon the World as Dirt. He unbinds the Soul
¢ from all fenfual Affe@ions, and I could be-
¢ hold, Brother, Children and Wife die, with-
¢ out caring that, [ fnaps bis Fingers] Oh! if
¢ you had but feen him as 1 did firft, you'd
¢ have lov’d him as I do: He came every Day
¢ to Church with a compofed Mien, and
¢ kneel'd on both Knees juft againft me, He
¢ attradted the Eyes of the whole Affembly,
‘ by the Ardour wherewith he put up his
¢ Prayers to Heaven: He Sigh'd, ran into
‘ Raptures, and every Moment with great hu-
* mility kifs'd the Ground ; and when the Ser-
¢ vice was over, he came before me to offer
‘ me Holy Water at the Door. Being inform-
“ e¢d by his Man, (who maitated him in-every

1 * thing)
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“ thing) both of his Indigence and his Merit,
I made him Prefents, but he would always
‘ modeftly have return’d them again, '7is too
“ much, fays he, too much by half, I don't de-
" _[ewe jom Pity.  Vehen 1 refufed to take it
avain, he went and gave it to the Poor in
“wy fighr. In fhort, “Heaven prompted me
 to'take him Home, and f{ince that time eve-
ry thing {fecm’d to proiper in my Houfe. He
“ reprehends every Body, and takes an extreme
“ Intercft even 1n my Wife her felf: He tells
“ me of thofe that Ogle her, and appears ten
“ times more Jealous of her than 1 am: But
you won't believe how far his Zeal extends:
He thinks the lealt frifle a Sin: A thing
of nothme, 1s almoft fufficient to {candalize
him : Infomuch that t'other Day he was an-
gry with himfelf for having taken a Flea, as
* he was Praying, and in his Paflion killing

.

He makes no Coquet of the Maiden Lady
defio'd by her Father for his Bride, but
gives thofe Airs of Lightnefs to the \’Iaid,
as more agreeable to one of her Charalter, than
to the Miftrefss when he is conitrain’d to
make his Villam in his amorous ifcourfe with
his Patron’s Wife, {peak any thing contrary to
good Mannzrs and found Dodltrine, he calls
upon his Reader to remember, that ’1is an Im-
prous Wretch that [peas, and the’ Le {fuffers
nim to {quecze her by the rland, o pur his
upon her Knce, to feel the fofructs o1 her
Peiticoar, and wdmire the Work of the br nt-
- Ohape
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Shape that covers her Bofomn; he launches out
into no manner of Excefs, nor tranfgrefles the
Bounds of Modefty in the minuteft Article.
Tobe plain and concife, tho’ the Scenes, 4s 1n
moft French Plays, work in upon each other
too faft, and by afteCting Brevity, Moliere may
be deem'd Obfcure, he has preferved the Unity
requifite for fuch Dramatical Entertainments
Whereas, the pilfering Maroder, that purloins
all his Incidents from him, even from the Be-
ginning to the End, from Sir Fobn Wooduil’s
Refolution to marry his Daughter to Dr. Wolfe,
to his being under the Table, and {urprifing
him 1n his attempts to Debauch his Wife, has
vepard to no Rules of the Drame, and does
neither, as he confefles, not only to the King
1n his Dedication, but to his Audience in the
Epilogue,

As for the Criticks, thofe he owns may teize him,
Becaufe he never took [uch pains to pleafe’em

In Time, Place, Attion, Rules, by which old Wits
Made Plays, as—Dames do Puddings by Receipts.

This brings me to a Review of my fecond
Particular,the Rib of aPlay,called the Nomjurdr,
{urreptitiovdly taken out of Moliere’s S1de, and
converted into an Image for the Enemizs of Re-
ligion to gaze at. Well might this Rapparee of
an Author, who takes the Liberty of making
Majefty itlelf to Patronize the unlicenfzd Bold-
nefs of his Undertalungs, (Ded. p.1v.) be aflu-
ved the worft of Plays (1bid.) might pafs with

b Favour


Administrator
Note
"This brings me to a Review of my second Particular, the Rib of a Play, called the Nonjuror, surrpetitiously taken out of Moliere's Side, and converted into an Image for the Enemies of Religion to gaze at"

--feminization of the Nonjuror


( 13)

Favour from an Audience,and meet with no Op-
pofitton [rumour Publick Malecontents when fuch
noifie Croads were in Confpiracy to fupport it,
and that Man was in danger of his Life that
durft utter one Hifs at it. Well might his
Advocate Mr. Kowe, like the Champion on 2
Coronation Day, fling down the Gauntler,
blaft the Laurels on his Brow, amd call the moft

opprobious Treatment of Men fet afide for the
Service of God 1n the Adminiftration of his

dacred Grdinances, according to the Ufage of
the Church of England, foufing old Satan and
‘the Pope, when he had fuch Numbers to abide
by his infolent and undeferved Aflertions:
Well indeed might he call them Bewds and
Izriang Paflors, make them Patriarchs of blind
Lanes and Alhes, and cry Ship off ye Slaves,
withcut a Word in their Defence, when De-
tachu.ents of the Party, {worn to abide by
every Lxpreflion us'd in the Play, were pofted
in Box, Pit and Gallery to awe the beft Jud-
ges into Stlence. | am now come to the Play
itfelf, wherein 1t muft be confefs'd, the Affon
was good, and very fuitable to the Difpofition
of the Adors, fince 1t is very natural to con-
ciude, that Mr. Cibber 1s well skill'd m Perfo-
nating of Men of loofe Principles, and vici-
ous Indinations, for fuch is Dr. Wolfe, the
Nonjuiing Clergyman reprefented to be ; and
that Mrs. Ulferld, who has living Witnefles of
her Chftity in a-certain Will at the Preroga-
tive Ufice in Doclor's-Cemmons, is not at thefe
Years to learn how to converfe lewdly, and

play
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play the Coguet; that has fo often, with more
that one Man, play’d fomething elfe. = =
The firft A& opens with a Difcovery of the
Father's difpofition to break his Promife made
to the Daughter's Humble Servant, as in Mo-
liere’s Tartuffe, and to give her to a Perfon of
the Nonjuring Perfwafion, and fhews the Au-
thor’s Re{pe@s to the Cloth, by making the Son
call a Clergyman a Love-fick Monkey, that. bad
Jlolen his Mother-in- Law’s Slipper and a Glove,
for private Play-things.  After which, the
[anftify'd Rogue, as he ftiles him, without any
previous Introduéion but what is dark and ob-
{cure, is brought upon the Stage talking to his
Man Charles, after the rate of Tartuffe at his
firft Entrance with his Servant Lawrence, on-
ly with this difference, that the firft cries, Step
up into my Study, and bring down half a Dozen
more of thofe Manuals of Devotions (which by
the bye, fhould have been Manuals of Devo-
tion) that I compos'd for the Ule of our Friends
in Prifon, &c. And the laft {ays, Lock up my
Hair -Cloth and my Difcipline, and befeech Hea-
ven always to lllumnate you— 1 am gonme to
the Prifoners to diftribute my Alms, Nor is it dif-
ficult to judge, how a Man of his Profeflion
and Habit 15 to be treated in the Sequel, when
he is called Villain, taken by the Collar, and
tacitly accufed of Lafcivious Purpofes at his
firft appearance, in rufhing 1n upon a young-
Lady, who, with as great Violence to the
Chara&er of the Fair Sex, after feveral inde-
cent Expreflions before put in her Mouth, fpeaks
D2 thus,
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thus, * Nay, no great matter—- but 1 was fit-
“ ting carelefly in my Drefling-Room, a— 3
¢ faftning my Garter, with my Face towards
¢ the :Door, and this impudent Cur, (meaning
¢ the Do&or) without the leaft Notice, comes
¢ Bounce in uponme—- and my devilifh Hoop
¢ happening to hitch in the Chair, I wasan
¢ Hour before I could get down my Petticoats.”
A pretty Image truly for a Circle of the bright-
eft Beauties,and well worthy of their Smilesand
Encouragement to an Author and A&refs, who
deferv'd rather the Corre®ion of the Porter’s

Lodge, than the Favour and Protedtion of
Courts.

The Second, to render the Clergy more and
more the Obje&t of Hatred and Scorn, after
having divefted the whole Order of any Shew
of Religron (for *us at the Whole that he points)
brings the Do&or’s Servant in with a Deed of:
Gift, wherein his Mafter, by his Infinuations
1ato his Patron’s AfeGtions, as in Tartuffe, is
cntitled to his whole Eftate, exclufive of his
Children, and a Bill of Cofts expended by
him for the {ervice of the ruin’d Caufe, which,
it is to be own’d, 1s as New and Ridiculous,.
and wants only to be read to be refuted. DBe-
caufe 1t 1s but too notorious, on the fide of
which Party, Infurre@ions, Riots, Colle&1ans,
Allowances and Bribes, are made and given;
and that it 1s as little cuftomary for the Clergy
to give Mony for packing of Juries; as it 1s to
commit things ‘worthy of falling under therr
Cognizance, Adions that altogether favour of

the
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the Aire of a Mug-houfe Authority,- and are
wholly foreign to the Pradtice of a Church
whofe Religion teaches its Members to be -Pafs
{ive under the fevereft Trials and AffliGions. -

What is new likewife 1 this A&, and not
to be'found in the Fremch Author, 1s the Dif=
covery of the Do&cr's Man Charles his Af«
fe@ion for Maria,- the Circumitances of his-
Birth and Family 5 which ‘would have been
moving cnough, were 1t not dafh’d with an
Allay of Scandal and ‘Reproach, concermng
a falfe Report lately railed-of a certain de-.
prived Clergyman’s being an Abettor and Con--
triver of the late Rifings in the North, and
tindur’d with a mixture of Infamy in it, by
means of a Dialogue held between Sir *fobn’
and his Spiritual Guide, wherein 1t is mali--
cioufly infinuated, that the Clergy of the Efta-
biifh'd Religion aim at an Union between the
Churches of England and Rome, and that
Dr. Hickes, than whom no Writer of this
or the laft Age was ever more averfe to Po-
pery, wrote his Cafe of Schifm, in Behalf -of:
the {ame. R -

The Poet might have alo, for the fake of
Modefty, if he found himfelf-under a Necefhi-
ty of making Mariz {peak two Greek Words,
furnifh’d her with two of - a better and more
inoffenfive found than Zen, x, Yuys, fince
any one that reads' them'in Fuvena/ muft be
be appris'd of their Meaning, - and that their
Signification, as usd there, explains fome-’

” ’ thing
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thing not fit to be named, my not fo to be much
~ as thought of by a Lady of good Fame.

The third i1s almoft all of a piece with
Scene IV. and V, in the Third A& of Tartuffe
only, that after prefling Lady Voodwi/'s Hand,
laying his owa upon her Knee, admiring the
foftnefs of her Silk Petticoat, the Englifh Au-
thor, inftead of placing her Son-1-Law in the
Clofet, makes the Do&or, when he is going
to explain his wicked Intentions at large to
the Perfon he is enamour’d with, havea fight of
both Father and Son ftanding behind him,
whereby he recovers hupfelf, and by a feign'd
Paflion for Maria, by namiag her with great
Fervour, avoids the Snare that was laid to
entrap him in the very Fa& To inftance in
the Refemblance and the Original and the Co-
py bear to each other. What fays the firft
a little before Damis breaks out of the Clofet
at the very nick of the Hypocrite’s coming
to the Point. ‘ |

¢ Tart. 1 am nelerthelefs a Man becaufe
‘ I'm devout ; and when one beholds your
* Heavenly Charms, a Heart fuffers itlelf to
« be caught, without Reafoning with itfelf.
« 1 know fuch a Difcourfe will look ftrange 1n
. me: But, Madam, after ail, 1 am no Angel,
. and if you condemn this Confeflion, you
. ought to impute it to the Force of your
. own Beauty ; fo foon as I beheld their more
. than Humane Splendor, you became Sove-

. reign of my Faculties: The ineffable Sweectf;
- " | ¢ 1
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* nefs of your Divine Looks, broke througti
¢ the Refiftance of my Heart, made it fur-
‘ mount my Faftings, Prayers, and Tears,
¢ and turn'd all my Defires to your Charms.*

Doflor. ¢ What Bofom can be Proof "gainft
¢ fuch Artillery of Love? 1 mali_.reﬁﬂ, call
¢ all my Prayers, my Faftings, Tears, and
¢ Penance to my Aids but yet, alas! thefe
 have not made an Angel of me, I am flill
¢ but a Man 3 Vertue may ftrive, but Nature
‘ will be uppermoft. Permit me then on this
* fair Shrine to pay my Vows, and offer up
‘ a Heart——

Elmra. * 1 hear you, and your Rhetorick
¢ fufhiciently explains it’ felf: But are not you
¢ afraid that I fhould acquaint my Husband
¢ with this Gallantry, and that the fpeedy
¢ notice of fuch a Paflion may alter the Friend-
¢ fhip he has for you ?

Lady Woodwl. ¢ Hold, Sir, you've faid
¢ enough to put you into my Power : Suppofe
I now fhould ler my Husband, Sir, your
¢ Benefactor, know the Favour you defign'd
¢ him,

Tartuffe. ¢ 1know you've too much Good-
¢ nefs, and you'll pardon my Rafhnefs. Ex-
‘ cufe my humane Frailty, and confider that
¢ I am not blind; and that Man is Fleth and
¢ Blood,
~ Doflor. ¢ You cannot be fo cruel.

Elmra. ¢ Perhaps another would not take
¢ this as I do. But I'l fhew my Difcre-
¢ tion. Iwon'ttell it to my Husband, But,

. ¢ in
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¢ in Return, you muft do one Thing for me :
¢ "Tis to prefs the Union of Zalerio with
¢ Mariana, to renounce -the Unjuft Power
¢ which wou'd enrich- you with another’s
¢ Goods. | '

Lady Wooduil. © Nor will [, on condition
¢ that ycu renounce all Claim and Title to
© Maria, and ufe your utmoft Intereft wich
¢ Sir John, to give her, with her full For-
¢ tune, to Nr. Heartly. o ’

Thus far Tartuffe-and the Nonjuror bear the
exad Refemblance of each other, only the lat-
ter feems to fall thort of the former in work-
ing up the Father to‘a Difcovery of the De-
fizn agamnft his Wife’s Honour. In the one
it 1s to be found, that the Author very artful-
ly leads us on gradually 'till the Plot thick-
ens morc and more, and opens itfelf into a
full View of what 1s prepar'd, tq be detefted
10 the laft A@ of the Play. Damis 1s there
made hot with the full furvey of the Villain’s
Wickednefs : He fees. and hears the whole
Drift of his Amorous Difcourfes, and unable
to bear the nnportant Secret any longer, burfts
out from the Clofet, big with a Refolution to
communicate it to his Faaher 5 which he does
with a Zeal fuitable to the intended Injury.
He tells Elmira the Perfon whom the Wretch
would have Abufed, and who diffwades him
fromy the Difcovery, faymg, ¢ 'Its enough that
¢ be ¢row wifer ; That he muft do as he
¢ faysy That his Soul was then at the Hcigh‘t; |
K,
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‘ of its Joy, and fhe, in vain, try'd to make
‘ him quit the Pleafure of bemng reveng'd.’
In the other, the Father is brought in with
the Son, in an Unnatural manner, before
Things are any ways ripe 5 and the Door as
unnaturally, when the Lady Wooduville 1s
prefling him to renounce Mariz, amidit the

Heat of his Luft, and the Agitations of his
Thoughts highly difturb’d with Madam’s Re-
fufal of his proffer’d Services, fpyes them both
out. Not but the French Author and Enlifh
Plagiary tally very fitly together, and come
up to each other almoft Verbatim as to the
Expreflion and way of Dialogue in moft
Places, with this Difference only, that the
Firft has got the Start of the Latter in the
Condu@ of this Incident.

Here Moliere, after putting Orgon into Sur-
prife at the Account given, before his Wife's
Face, by his Son, makes Tareuffe, who knew
how to work upon the Old Man’s Pafions,
fpeak thuss ¢ Yes, Brother, ] am a wicked
* Wretch, an unhappy Sinner, full of Iniquity,
‘ the ‘greateft Villam that ever was. Every
* Moment of my Life is full of Blots, ’tis
‘ nothing but a Heap of Crimes and Filthi-
‘ nefs 5 and I fee that Heaven, for my Punifh-
‘ ment, defigns to mortifie me on this Occa-
‘ fion, How great foever the Forfeit of this
‘ may be, I won't defend my {felf. Believe
‘ what's told you, arm your Wrath, and drive
‘ me out of your Houfe as a Criminal 5 I can-

* not be put to fo much Shame as I have
E ¢ deferv’d,’
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¢ deferv’d.”  Upon this Orgon f{ays to his
Son, ¢ Ah, Traitor, you, by this Falfhood,
¢ endeavour to tarnifh the Purity of his Vir-
° tue.” To which, when Damis has re-
‘ ply’d, What can the feign'd Mildnefs of
¢ this Hypocrite make you disbelieve ? ——
and his Father has commanded him ¢ Aold
Mis Tongue 5 Tartuffe, in a Canting Tone, inter-
pofes, and fays, ¢ Ob, let him fpeak 5 you
¢ chide him wrongfully : You'd better be-
‘ lieve what he tells you. Why fhou’d you
‘ be fo favourable to me upon fuch an Oc-
‘ cafion? Afterall, do you know what I am
‘ capableof ? Do you confide in my out-
‘ ward Appearance, Brother? Do you think
‘ me ever the better, for what you fee of me?
‘ No, no, you fuffer your felf to be deceivd
‘ by exterior Obje&s; and alas ! I am not
° what you think me. [ am a meer Devil.
¢ [turming 1o Damis.] Yes, my dear Son, {peak
‘ ony call me Perhdious, Infamous, Lewd,
© Thief, Murtherer ; overwhelm me with
* Names yet more deteftable. 1 don’t fay but
“ I have deferv’d them, and upon my Knees
‘ I'll fuffer the Ignominy of them, as a Thing
¢ due to the Crimes of my paft Life.”

This 1s fomewhat like the Pathos of Stile
and Adion, and of a moft energetical Force
on the Faculties of the Soul, which naturally
fink 1nto a Belief of the Villain’s Innocence.
Whereas, if we iook into Mr. Cibber’s Copy of

this Admirable Draught of Art blended with
Nature,
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Nature, we fhall there defcry the mighty dif-
proportion between them, and how exceeding-
ly fhort it continues to fall of the lively Co-
lours that dart forth Luftre in the bright Ori-
ginal, The Nomjuror looks faint and languid,
in comparifon of Zartuffe; and tho’ the Crimi-
nal 1s made in both to intercede for the In-
nocent Son, who 18 turnd out of Doors, and
Difinherited, becaufe he will not ask Pardon
for believing his Senfes s yet the manner of do-
ing it is in no-wife adequate, or the like en-
gaging. To prove this, there is nothing farther
requifite than that I give the Dialogue in the
laft Scene of this A& verbatim in the French
and Englilh Comedy, juft after the Son has
made his Exit, and begin with Mohere.

Orgon. ¢ To offend an holy Perfon in this
¢ manner ! ‘

Tartuffe. ¢ O Heaven! pardon hin theTrou-
¢ ble he gives me. [To Orgon.] If you did but
¢ know how uneafie it makes me to be black-
¢ en'd, Brother!

Orgon. ¢ Alas!

Tartuffe. © The fole Thought of this In-

- ¢ gratitude is {o great a2 Punifhment to me—
¢ The Horror of it is inconceivable, my Heart
“ 15 fo {wol'n that I cann’t fpeak, and Ibelieve
¢ *twill kill me,
Orgon. [Runs in Tears to the Door, out of
“ which be drove his Son.} ¢ Knave! I'm forry
¢ my Hand fpared you, and did not break your
E 2 ¢ Bones
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‘ Bones upon the Spot. Be your felf, Brother,
‘ and don’t be griev'd. '

Tartuffe. ¢ Let us break the Courfe of thefe
¢ grievous Difturbances: I fee what Troubles I
‘ caufe here, and think I had beft be gone,
¢ Brother.

Orgcn. “How ! What do you fay 2

Tartuffe. < 1 am hated here, and I fee they
¢ endeavour to make you {ufped me. -

Orgon. ¢ What fignifies 1t? You fee how I
¢ mind them.

Tartuffe. ¢ They certainly won’t fail to Pur-
* fve: and thefe fame Stories which now you
° reje@, may another time perhaps be liften’d
¢ to.
~ Orgon “ No, Brother, never.

Tartuffe. ¢ O Brother,a Wife may eafily mif-
¢ Jead a Husband.

Orgen. ¢ No, no.

Tartuffe. ‘ Let me, by removing hence, take
away the Caufe of their attacking my Repu-
¢ tation thus. |

Orgon. ‘ No, you fhall ftay.

Tartuffe. Well then I muft mortify my felf,
¢ Yet if you will — ——

- Crgon. “Fie!

Tartuffe. ¢ Be it {o, let’s mention it no more,
¢ But I know what | muft do init. Honour
* 1s nice, and Friendfhip engages me to prevent
‘ Reports, and give no ground to Sufpicion.
¢ Pllavo:d your Wife, and you fhan’t fee me —

Orgen. * No, in {pite of them all, you fhall
* trequent her Company, My greateft Deli;gh_t

R
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¢ is to crofs the World, and I'll-have - you be
" continually feen with her. This is not yetall;
¢ the better to brave them, I will make you
‘ my fole Heir, and I'll immediately fign you
¢ a Deed of Gift of all my Eftate. A good
‘ Friend is much more dear to me, than Son,
‘ Wife, or Kinsfolk. Will you accept of what
‘ I propofe ?

Tartuffe. “Heaven's Will be done in all
¢ Things. |

Orgon. ¢ Alas poor Man ! Come, let us have
‘ the Writings drawn inftantly, and may they
¢ all burft with Envy.

CIBBER.

Doffor. ‘Idid not think he had fo harda
¢ Nature, |

Sir John. ¢ My good Lord, [ for the Reader
“ 15 to underfland, that he 15 not only made a
“ Priefl, but a Bifbop, to inhance the Guilt which
“ the whole Order of the Clergy 15 blacken'd
“ with] your charitable Heart difcovers not the
¢ Rancour that’s in his: But what better can
‘ be hoped for, from a Wretch fo fwell'd with
¢ Spleen and Rage of Party ?

Doét. ¢ No, no, Sir, I am the Thorn that
¢ galls him; ’tis me, 'tis me he hates: He
¢ thinks I ftand before him in your Favour s
‘ and ’tis not fit indeed I fhould do fo; for
* Fallen as he is, he’s fhill your Son, and L
¢ alas! an Alien, an Intruder here, and ought
* in Confcience to retire, and heal thefe hap-
* lefs Breaches in your Family. s

ir
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Sir Joba. ¢ What means your Lordfhip?

Do&. “But I'll remove this Eye-fore——
¢ Here, Charles! —— [ Enter Charles.

Sir Fohn. ¢ For Goodnefs fake!

Doét. ‘Bring me that Writing I gave you to
¢ Jay up this Morning.

Charles. ¢ Now Fortune favour us 5 [ Afide.]

| Exit Charles.

Sir Fobn. ¢ Make hafte,good Charles, it fhall
¢ be fign'd this Moment.

Do&. ¢ Not for the World; 'twas not for
¢ that End that I fent for’t, but to refufe your
“ kind Intentions: For with your Childrens
¢ Curfes, Sir, I dare not, muft not take it.

Sir Fobn. ¢ Nay, good my Lord, you carry
¢ it now too far; my Daughter is not wrong'd
¢ by it, but, if not Obftinate, may ftill be Hap-~
¢ py: And for my wicked Son, fhall he then
¢ Herr my Lands, to propagate more miferable
¢ Schifmaticks ? No, let him depend on you,
¢ whom he has wrongd 5 perhaps in Time he
¢ may refle@ upon his Father’s Juftice, be re-
¢ conciled to your rewarded Vertues, and re-
* form his fatal Errors,

[ Re-enter Charles with a Wniting.]

Dof. ¢ That would be indeed a Blefling,

Sir Fobn. © If Heaven fhould at laft reclaim
‘ him, the Power to Right him fhll 1syour’s 5
‘ in you, Iknow, he yet would find a fond
¢ forgiving Father.

Dodt,
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Do&. ¢ The Imagination of fo blefs'd an
‘ Hour, foftens me to a Tendernefs I cann’t
¢ {upport.

Sit Fobn. O the dear good Man! Come,
¢ come, let’s 1n, to execute this Deed, -

Do&. ¢ Will you then force me toaccept this
© Truft? For, call it what you will, with me
¢ it fhall never be more than fuch,

Sir Fohbn. ¢ Let that depend upon the Con-
¢ du& of my Son.

Doft. Well, Sir, fince yet it may prevent his
 Ruine, I confent. ,

Hereupon the Englifh Playwright introduces
his Fourth A& with a Dialogue between Maria
and Charles, wherein the old Do&or (as has
been before concerted between the young Lady
and the Door’s Servant, who had difcover’d
the whole Affair of the Deed to her before in
the Third) 1s made to fign a Writing of a
quite contrary Tendency, wherein Juftice 1s
done to the Perfons that would have been ut-
terly Ruin'd by the latter. Which is deftructive.
of all Senfe and Reafor 5 fince it is next to an
Impoflibility, whatfoever may be pleaded in
Excufe of Sir Fohu’s Earneflnefs to have 1t done,
and the Doftor's want of Curz'tigt} to €xamine
a Line of it, that the one fhould fet his Hand
to a Paper,without the leaft infpetion concern-
ing the Purport of 1t or the other, whom he
makes very much upon his Guard in other
Particulars, take 1t with Relufance, and with-
out the leaff Eye upon the Contents. Charles

his
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his difcovery of his :Love to the young Lady
in the fame Scene, 1s much of the fame Com-
plexion with this ridiculous piece of Indifcre-
tion, for being Overftrain’d and Unnatural ;
and his yielding up that Paflion at her Requeft,
{o refignedly and calmly, that he had fofter'd
up and entertain'd with the greateft Ardor,
{feems no {mall tranfgreflion of the Laws of the
Drama and very highly tooffend azainit Cuprd’s
Statutes, The Difcourfe betwixt the Doéfor
and Maria, when Sir fohn brings him to make
Court to her, is a like Impertinent and Incre-
dible; becaufe 1t 1s not very ealie to be imagin’d,
that one who had with {uch Difficulty juft be-
fore efcap’d from the Toil that was laid for
him 1n his Addrefles to his Viother-in-Law,
fhould put it into the Power of the Daughter,
who he knew hated him hearuly, from her
own Confeflion, to ruine him in a Cafe of Bri-
bery and flagrant Injuftice, as is therein ftipu-
lated between them. But what are Nature,
the Rules of the Stage, or the Authority
of Reafon, to fuch a Profligate as this Fe-
lon of a Writer ? The Clergy isto be black-
én'd s and while Cibber has the Dirt 1n his
Hand, he flings 1t about, without Why or
Wherefore, that it may ftick luftily on the Sa-
cred Order, [t avails not with him that he
had before endeavour’d, and was ftill going on,
to detect a Minifter that {erves God at the Al-
tar according to the Ufage of the Church of
England, in unlawful and forbidden Love, but

he muft make him aThief as well as an Adulte-
Fer,
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rer, 4 Betrayer of his Truft, in a word, evety
thing that could fet afide the Name of Religi-
on, or the Practice of it, at the {ame time as he
would be thought, in his Dedicdtion to His
Majefty, to have a Coticern for tacitly mveigh-
g againit thofe People that turn'd our Church
and Conftitution 1nto Irreligion and 4narchy.

Were 1 to follow the Example of him that
has publith’d a Key to Mr, Cibber’s Nomjuror,
that has no {uch Thing as a Lock to it, I
fhould take K.eave of the Reader here, and
more Curleano, after 1 had acctis’d others of
Plagiarifm, at the {fame time as no One breath-
ing was more gutlty of making bold with other
Mens Works than himfelf. Thougli how
he came to overlook his Author’s Tofirte
St. Bartholomew 1 2 Blanket, before 2 Mob-
Audience mn a Theatre, without {ome Retro-
{pection upon the late Treatment of 4 nedr Ac-
quaintiuce of his at Weftmnfler College, or for
what Reafon he fuffer’d Mr. Fofeph Gay to fall
foul upon the Obfcenity of the Play, without
asking Pardon of God and the World for his
Bookleller’s Cafes of Impotency, and other
furreptitious Ribaldry, that I {fuppofe is to htim-
felf, or will remain to others a Secret, For
what reafon alfo he calls his imaginary KET
a compleat one, might not be out of the Que-
ftion, fince Sir Fohn Woodvil’s Chara&ter, and
Mr. H—yp of C—b, are as different from
eacn other as Light from Darknefs, and there
arc no more Grounds to imagive, that be~
caufe the Doltor bids his Servant deliver fuclcll

3 an
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and fuch Letters to doran Shaw the Jew, he
muft thereby mean Mr, Francia, than that
the Afperfions caft upon Dr. Wolf, whom at
the fame time the Poet makes Suffragan Bifbop
of Thetford, have any relation to Dr. Welton,
Mr. Howel, or the late Mr. Paul. His other
Pieces of Guefs-work that are alike incohe-
rent, have as {mall Grounds for any Credit
to be given them, and Mr. M— the Wri-
ting-Knight, (which of the two Sir Richards
hie tellsus not,) Lord Charles Murray, Lady
Betty C—, Mifs H—w; the Lady Br—/,
and Mr. H.— d, are full as little to be judg’d
in Mr. Cibber's Thoughts, than any other. De-
fign, excepting that of keeping his Audience
m the Dark, to the Intent that he with the
greater Facility might pick their Pockets. .
But I find my felf under a fort of Obligation
to go.through with the Two laft A&ts, before
I fpeak further on that Head, and enter into
fome other Reflexions on that melancholy
Subjed. Therefore to be as briefas poflible,
the Reader is to obferve how Zartuffe in Mo-
here ftands prepard, by Orgon’s Leave, to
cxecute his Defigns, which he iinmediatels
goes upon the Perpetration of in the Fourt
Act, where he 15 caught 1 the very Attempt,
aftcr the very fame manner as the Doltor, in
the Fifth written by Mr. Cibber, with this
Advantage on the {ide of the former, that his
cowing out haitily from thence, occafions a
viry pleafant Dialogue between Permelle and

Orgon at the clofe of the Wholey. wherein
the
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the Mother argues in Favour of the Hypo-
crite, and fays, © You ought to have juft
¢ Caufe, before you accule any body, and you
¢ fhould have ftay’d ’till you had feen all
* things certain,” To this Organ anfwers,
® What the Devil, how could I be more cer-
*tain? Youd have had me ftay’d, Mother,
* *till 1 my fight he had —  You'll make
¢ me utter {ome Folly.. Pernelle. In fhort,
* his Soul is {mitten with too pure a Zeal,
* and 1 cann’t imagine how he could attempt
¢ what vou fay he did.  Dorina, [ Woman
* 0 Mariana. ] A juft Return, Sir, on my
* Word, You would believe no body, and
‘ now no body will believe you.” But Mr.
Cibber referves both the Crime and the Pu-
nifbment of the Crimial to his Laft A&
tho’ the Eungfifi, who ftands indebted 10 the
French Author {for almolt every Hint, is much
to be blamed for changing the Incident of the
Casket full of Treafonable Papers left in Orpon’s
Pofleflion by his Friend Argas, who was fled
from Juftice, and by him intrufted into the
Cuftody of Tartuffe, whereby the Poet had a
rauch larger Field of complimenting the Prince
whom he took the unlicens'd Liberty of Dedi-
cating his Play to, into a Correfpondence with
the Colonel, and giving thar Merit toa Boy,
which was wholly afcribed, 1n the Original,
to the Wildom of the Kingy which 1s artfully
difplay’d by Moliere at the clofe of his excel-
lent Comedy, in thefe Words, ¢ We live un-
* der a Prince that’s an Enemy to Fraud, a

b2 ‘* Prince



(36 )

¢ Prince whole Eyes penetrate to the Heart,
“ and who cannot be deceiv'd by all the. Im-
‘ poftors in the World, His great Soul, pro-
“ vided with a difcerning Judgment, always
‘ takes a right View of Things. Never any
¢ thing gets too much Fooring in that, and
° his irm Rcafen falls into no Excefs. He
¢ gives to good Men an immortal Glory, but
“ he fhews this Zeal without Blindnefsy and
“ his Love for the truly Pious, don’t fhut his
¢ Heart againft the Horrors which thofe that
¢ are fallly fo, ought to infpire. This Man
¢ (meaning Tartuffe) was not able to furprife
¢ him, and he guards himfelf from his moft
¢ cunning Snares,  Ie mmmediately by his
¢ quick Perception pierc'd all the Foldings of
¢ his Heart. Coming to accufe you, he be-
¢ tray’d himfeif, and difcover’d himfelf to the
¢ Prince to be a renowned Cheat, of which
¢ he was informed under another Name., In
¢ a word, that Monarch deteits his Ingrati-
“ to you; he fends me hither under him to
* fee how far his Impudence would go, and
¢ to make him give you [to Organ]| full Sa-
‘ tisfaction, €9¢.’ What an Example was
here to have drawn a Copy from?  And how
much more would 1t have redounded to the
difplay of hisown Juftice to the Author fron:
whom he borrowed his other Incidents, and
to the Revorence he ought to have had for
hus Prince’s Charalter, to have follow’d Moliere
in this, than to have borrowed every other
Particulac from him worthy of Notice, and
| omitted
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omitted this -for the fake of an improbable
Eflcape from Preffon, and a more improbable
Concealment of a Rebel 1n Newgate, and elfe-
where : But this Scavenger of a Colle&or of
Scandal, may in all probability imagine that
it would be an A& of Supererogation to tread
farther in the Footfteps of this modeft Poet,who
with his Countryman Corneille, never-brings
Priefts of any Kind upon the Stage, than in
making ufe of his Ground-work, to build a
prepofterous piece of Machinery upon, contra-
ry to all the Rules of Architetture 5 and to
make that into a Temple, 10 dithonour to all
Goodnefs and Religion, that was intended for
a Broth=l-Houfe.

The holy Funttion is much too Solemn ta
be play'd with: Chriftianity is for no fooling 3
nelther the Place, the Occafion, nor the Affars
are fit for fuch a Reprefentation. To bring
the Church nto the Play-Houfe, is the way to
bring the Play-Houfe mto the Church: *Tis
apt to turn Religion into Romance, and make
unthinking People conclude, that all ferious
Matters are nothing but Farce, Fiflion, and De,
Jon. Andnow, what Pleafure 1s there inAbufe ?
What Propriety is there in Mifreprefentatipn?
In confounding Refpects, difguifing Features,
and pawnting Things out of all Colour and
Complexion? Is it {uch an Entertainment, to
{ee Religion worried by Atheifm, and Things
the moft Solemn and Significant, tumbled and
tols'd by Buftoons » A Man may laugh at a Pup-
py's tedring @ Wardrobe, but I think ’twoulc; be
| alto-
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Note
"The holy Function is much too Solemn to be play'd with: Cristianity is for no fooling; neither the Place, the Occasion, nor the Actors are fit for such a Representation. To bring the Church into the PLay-House, is the way to bring the Play-House into the Church: 'Tis apt to turn Religion into Romance, and make unthinking People conclude, that all serious Matters are nothing but Farce, Fiction, and Design. And now, what Pleasure is there in Abuse? What Propriety is there in Misrepresentation? In confounding Respects, disguising Features, and painting Things out of all Colour and Complexion?..."
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eitogether ‘as difcreet to beat him off. "Well!
but the Clergy mifinanage fometimes, and they
muft be told of their Faults, What then?
Ate” the Poets their Ordinaries? Is the Pul-
pit wrder the Difapline of the Stape?
And arethofe fit to corredt the Church, that
are not it to come intc it? Befides, What
snakes ’em fly out upen the Vundtion, ang
Rail by wholefale > Is the Priefthooda Criwme,
and -the Service of God a Difadvantape ?
grant, Perfons and Things are not always
fuited. A good Polt may be ill kept; but
then the Cenfure fhould keep clofe 10 the
Fault, and the Ofhice not {ufter for the Mif-
manager, The Clergy may have their Fail-
inzs {fometimes like othersy but what then ?
The Charaler 3 il Untarnifh’d,  Bue §
confels, to bring Religious Men upon a Stage,
thiut has hitherto given a free Reception to
Libertines, may be thought by {ome, to be
the readicft Way to 2 COMPREKENSION & &0
it is high time toconclude with a Dyftich of
Mr. Rowe 1n the Prolegue, where, fpeaking of
the Church, he fays,

Leng may She thefe her worft of Foes defy,

And lift her Matred Head iviumphant o the
| ' (5?9;&
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