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very. confiftent -reafoning, -have; re-
{olv'd deliberarely-to do. all that by
Paver-or vt they axe able, for the
private . Advantage.., :But, fuch - as
thefe never open themfelves in Friend-
thip to. others. . They have no .fuch
Paffion. for “Truth, or Love  for
Mankind,  They. have no Quarrel
with Religion, or Morals ; but know
what ufe to make. of both, upon
cccalion.  If they difcover their
Principles, tis never but at unawares.

They are fure to preach Honefty,

and go to Church. |

On the other fide, the Gentlemen
for whom I am apologizing, canriot
however be call'd. Hypocrites. They
{peak as ill of themfelves. as they
poflibly can. If . they have hard
"Thoughts of Human Nature ;. tis a
proot dtill of therr Humanity,. that
they give fuch Warning ro the World.
It ‘they . reprefent. Men by, Nature.-
ireacherons and wild, “tis out of Care

4 for



of Wit and Humour. - 5
for Mankind 5 left by being too tame
and irufting, they f{hou'd eafily be
caught. -

~Impoftors naturally {peak the beft
of Human Nature, that they may
the eafier abufe it. Thefe Gentle-
men on the contrary {peak the worft,
and had rather they themfelves fhou’d
be ill thought of, ‘with the reft, than
~ that a Few {hou'd by Impofture pre-
vail over the Many. ~ For tis Opinion
of Goodnefs that creates Eafine(s of
Truft : and by Tiuff we are be-
tray d to Power 5 our very Reafon be-
ing thus captivated by thofe in whom
we come infenfibly to have an impli=
cit Fath. But {uppofing one ano-
ther to be by Nature fuch very Sa-
vages, we {hall take care to come
lefs in one another’s Power : and ap-
prehending Power to be infatiably co-
veted by all, we {hall the berter fence
againit the Evil 5 not by giving all
into one hand (asthe Champion of

D,z this
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this Caufe wou'd have us) -but by a
right Divifion and Ballance of Power,
and by the Reftraint of good Laws
and Limitations, which may fecure
the publick Liberty. |
Shoud you therefore ask me,
whether I really thought thefe Gen-
tlemen were fully perfuaded of the
Principles they fo often advance in
Company : 1 fhoud tell you, that
tho I wou'd not abfolutely arraign
the Gentlemens Sincerity 5 yet there
was fomething of Myitery in the
Cafe,- more than was imagin'd. The
Reafon perhaps why Men of Wit
delight fo much to elpoufe thefe
paradoxical Syltems, is not in truth
that they are fo fully fausfy'd with
‘em 5 but that they may the better
oppofe fome other Syftems, which
by their fair Appearance have help’d,
they chink, to bring Mankind undet
Subjection.  They imagine that by
s general - Scepticifm, which  they
o | wou d
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wou'd introduce, they fhall better
deal wich the dogmatical Spirit which
prevails in fome particular Subjeéts.
And when they have accuftomd
Men to bear Contradiction in the
main, and hear the Nature of Things
difputed of, atlarge; they conclude
it may be f{afer to argue feparately,
upon certain Points in which they
are ‘not fo well fatisty'd. So thac
from hence PerhaPs youmay ftill bet-
ter apprehend why, in Converfation,
the Spirit of Raillery prevails {o much,
and Notions are taken up for no rea-
fon befides their being odd, and ont of
the way. | |

BUT let who will condem‘n the

Humotr : For my own part, [ am in
no {uch apprehenfion from this fceP_._

tical kind of Wit. Men indeed may,
ina {erious way, be fo wrought on,
and confounded, by different Modes
of Opinion, different Syftems and

D 3 Schemes
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Schemes mmposd by Authority, that they
may wholly lofe all Notion. or
Comprehenﬁon, of Truth. 1 can ea-
fily apprehend what Effe&t Adwe has
over Mens Underftandings. 1 can
very well fuppofe Men may  be
frichted out of their Wits: But I
have no apprehenfion they fhou'd
be laugh'd out of 'em. I can have
no {ufpicion that in a pleafant way
they fhoud be talk'd out of their
Love for Society, or reafon'd out of
comion Senfe. A mannerly Wit can
hurt no Canfe that I am concern’d
tor: And Philofophical Speculations,
politely managd, can never furely
render us more unfociable or uncivi-
lizd. This is not the Quarter from
whence I can poffibly expeét an In-
road of Savagenefs and Barbarity,
And by the beft of my Obfervation,
I have learnt, that Virtue is never
fuch a Sufferer by being contefted; as

by being betrayd. - My Fear 1s not {o
| o “much
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much: from its wiety - Antagonifts who
give it -Exercile, “and put it on its
Defence, as from ‘its tender Nurfes,
who are apt to over-lay it, and kill
it, with Excefs of Care and Che-
vithin. =~~~ 7.

¥ have known 2 ‘Building; which
by the Ofhcioufnefs of the Work-
men has been fo fhor'd, and - [crew'd
up, ‘on the fide where they pretended
it had a Leaning, that it has-at - laft
been turn'd the contiary way. and
overthrown, There has {omething -
perhaps of this kind happen’d in Mo-
rals.  Men have not been -conterted
to {hew. the natural Advantages of -
Honelty and Virtue,: They have ra-
ther leflen'd thefe, “the better, as
they thought, to advance another
Foundation, They have made 7ir-
tue {0 mercenary a Fhing, and have
talk'd fo much of its Rewards, that
one can hardly tell what'there is in i,
after all, that can be wotth rewarding,

D 4 For
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For to be brib'd only, er terrify’d in-
to an honeft Pratice, befpeaks litile
of real Honefty or Worth. Wemay
make, it's true, whatever Bargain we
think fit 5 and may beftow i favour
what Overplus we pleafe. But there
¢an be no Excellence -or Wildom in
voluntarily rewarding what is neither
eftimable nor - deferving. - And if
Virtue be not. really eftimable - in it
_ {elf, Tcan fee nothing eftimable in
following. it for the fake of z Bargain,

If the Love -of doing Good,- be
not,, of ‘it felf,” a. good and right In-
clination ; |1 know not how there
can -be fuch a'thing as Gooednefs or
Virtue. It the Inclination be right
tis a perverting of it, to apply. it
iolely to the Reward, and make us
conceive fuch Wonders of the Grace
and Favour that 1s to attend Virtue s
when there 1s {o little thewn of the
intrinfick Worth: or- Value of the
‘Thing it {elf.. |

|
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T coud be almoft tempted to think,
that the true Reafon why fome of
the moft Heroick Virtues have o
little notice  taken of ‘em .in our
Holy Religion, is becaufe there wou'd
have been no room left for Difinte-
reftednefs, had they been intitled to
a fhare of that infinite’ Reward,
which Providence has by Revelation
aflign'd to other Dutys.  ®rivate
Friend[bip, and- Zeal for the Publick,
and our Country, are Virtues purely
‘voluntary in a Chriftian, They are
no eflential Parts of his Charity. He
is not {o tydto the Affairs of this
Life; nor is he oblig'd to enter into
fuch Engagements wich this World,
as are of no help to him in acquiring
a better. His Converfation is. in
Heaven. Nor -has he occafion for
fuch fupernumerary Cares or Fms
barafiments here on Earth, as may
obftruét his way thither, - or retard

him in the careful Task of working

) ot
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out his own.Salvation.” ¥ neverthe-
lefs-any Portion of Reward be -re-
ferv'd hereafter for the generous-Part
of a4 Patriat, or that of a thorow
~ Friend 5 this is fill-behind the Cur-

tain, and happily conceald’ from
us ; that we may be the more de-
ferving of it, when it comes. -~ -

It appears indeed under the Fewifh
Difpenfation, that-each of thele Viz-
tues had their illuftrious Examples,
and were in fome manner recom-
mended to ‘us as honeurable, and
worthy ourImitation. Even Saul
himfelf, as ill aPrince as he isrepre-
{ented, appears both living and - dy-
ing to have been refpected and prais'd
for the Love he bore his native
Countrv. And the Love which was
{o remarkable between his Son and
his Succeflor, gives us a noble View
of a difinterefted Friendfhip, atleaft
on one fide. But the heroick Vir-
tue of thefe: Perfons had only the

COMmmaon
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common Reward of Praife attributed
to ‘it, .and coud not claim a future
Recompence under 2 Religion which
taught no future State, nor exhibited
any Rewards'or Punifhments, belides
{uch as were Tempordl, and had re-
{pect to the wrirten Law. ‘
- And thus the Fews as well as Hea-
thens ' were left- to their Philofophy, to
be inftructed in the {ublime part of
Virtue, and inducd by Realon to
that which was not injoin'd em by
Command: . - No. Premium or Pe-
nalty being: inforc’d in thefe Cafes,
the difinterefted Parc’ {ubfifted, the
Virtue was a free Choice, and the Mag-
nanimity of the'A& was left intire.
He that wou'd be ‘generous, had the
Means. He that woud love a
Friend, or ferve his Country at the
expence of his Life, might do it on
fair Terms. Durce ET pEco-
ruM EsT was his fole Reafon.
Twas-Inviting and Becorping, “Twas
Good
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Good and Honeft. And that chis is
ftill 2 good Reafon, and according
to  Common Senfe, T will endeavour to
fatisty you, For I fhou'd think my
felf very ridiculous to be angry with
any one for thinking me difhonefts
if I cou'd give no .account of my
Honefty, nor fhew upon what Prin-
ciple 1 differd from 4 Knave. |

THE Roman Satyrilt may be
thought more than ordinarily {atyri-
cal, when {peaking of the Nobility
and Cowrt, he is fo far from allowing
them to be the Standard of Polite-
nefs and good Senfe, -that: he makes
‘em in 2 manner the Reverfe.

Rarus enim ferme Senfus communis
‘m illa |

FO?T ﬁ?l&r———-—-—r-
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Some of the moft ingenious Com-
mientators, however, interpret this very
differently from what is generally ap-
prehended.  They. make this Common
Senfe of the Poet’s, by a-Greek De-
rivation, to fignify Senfe -of Publick
Weal, and of the Common:Intereft
Love of the Community or Society,
Natural Aftetion,” Humanity, Obli-
gingnels, or that fort of Guility
which rifes from a juft Senfe of the
common - Rights. of Mankind, and the

natural Equality there is amongft thofe
of the fame Species.

And indeed if we confider the
thing nicely, it muft feem - fome-
what hard in the Poet, to have de.
ny d Ability and Wit to a Court fuch
as that of RoME, even under 2 T'1-
BERIUS, or 2 NEro, But for Hu-
manity, or Senfe of Publick Good, and
the common Intereft of Mankind, twas
no fuch deep Satyr to queftion whe-
ther this was properly the Spirit of 4

| Conrt.
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Cowrt. ~Twas difficule to appreh‘éﬁ:d
what Community-{ubfifted among Cotit=
tiers: or what Publick between an
Abfolute Prince and -his Slave-Sub-
jets. And for real Suciety, there
coud be none between fuch as had
no other Senfe than that of private
Good. o |
Our Poet therefore feems not fo
immoderate ‘in his Cenfure 5 if we
confider it is the Heart, rather than
the Head, he takes to task: when
refleting on a Court-Education, he
thinks it unapt to-raife any Aftetion
towards a Country ; and looks upon
young Princes, and Lords, as the
young Mafters of the World; who
being indulg'd in all their Paffions,
and train'd up in all manner of Li-
centioufnefs, have that thorow Con-
tempt and Difregard of Mankind,
which Mankind in 2 manner deferves,
where Arbitrary Power is- permitted,
and 2 Tyranny adord.
Hec
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Heec fat:s ad ]uvenem, c_mem nobzs
- fama [uperbum - . -

Tmflzt & inflatum, plemmzqae Ne-
rone P? opmquo. | ,

pubhck Spmt can.come only
from a {ocial Feeling or Senfe of Part=
nerfhip with Human Kind. Now
there are none fo far from being Part-
ners.in this Senfe, or Sharers in this
common Affection, as they who {carce-
ly know an Equaly nor confider them-
felves as fubject to any Law of Fel-
loip[hip or Community. And thus Mo~
rality and good Government go to-
gether, There is no real Love of
Virtue, without the Knowledg of
Publick Good. And where Abfolute

Power 1s, there is no PusLick.

They ‘who live under 4 Tyranny,
and have learnt to admire its Power
as Sacred and Divine, are debauch’d
as much in their Rellglon, as in their

Morals.
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Morals. Publick Good, according to
their Apprehenfion, is as litde the
Meafure or Rule of Govertiment in
the Unbverfe, 4s in the State. They
have {carce'a Notiont of what is Good
or Juft, but as Will and Power have
made it. Omnipotence, they'think,
wou d hardly be it felf, were it not
at liberty to difpenfe with the Laws
of Equity, and change at pleafure
the Standard of moral Re&itude.
‘But notwithftanding the Prejudices
and Corruptions of this kind, “tis
plain there . is {fomething ftill of a-
publick Principle, even where it is moft.
perverted and deprefsd.  The worft-
of Magiftracys, themere Defpotick kind; -
can thew {ufhcient Inftances of Zeal
and AffeCtion towardsit. Where no
other Government is known, it fel-
dom fails of having that Allegiance
and Duty paid it, whichis owing to
2 better Form. The Ealtern Coun-
trys, and many barbarous Nations,
have
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have been:and ftill -are Exgrﬁples of
this kind. The: ‘perfonal Love they
bear their Prince, however fevere to-
- wards them, may fhew how natural
an AffeGtion there is towards Govern-
ment and Order among Mankind. If .
Men havereallyno publick Parent, no
Magiftrate in common, to cherifh
and protect ‘em, they will ftill ima-
gine-they have fuch a one; and, like
new-born Creatures that have never
feen their. Dam, will-fancy ene for
themfelves, and apply (as by Nature
prompted) to {ome like Form, for
Favour and Proteétion. Inthe room
of a true Fofter-Father, ~and Chief, they
will take after & falfe one 5 and in the
room of & legal Government and Tuft
Prince, obey even a Tyrant, and en-
dure 2 whole Lineage and Succeffion

of {uch. |

As for us Britrtons, thank
Heaven, we have a better Senfe of
Government deliver'd o us from our
Anceftors.  We have the Notion of
I E A
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A PuBricg, andia CoNsSTIT U
T10N 5. how a Legiflative, and how
an Executive is modeld. We undet-
ftand. Weight and Meafure in this
kind, and can reafon juftly on the
Ballance of Power and Property. The
Maxims we draw from hence, are as
evident as chofe'in Mathematicks. . Our
increafing Knowledg fhews us every
day, more and more, what Con-
MoN Senst is in Politicks:. And
this muft of neceffity lead us to un-
derftand a like Senfe in Morals ;
which is the Foundation.

“Tis ridiculons to fay, there is any
Obligation on Man to aét{ociably,
or honeftly, in a tormd Govern~
ment ; -and not in that whichis call'd
the State of Nature. - For, to fpeak in
the fathionable Language of our mo-
dern Philofophy : “ Society:being
“ founded on a Compact 5 the Sur-
render made. of -every Man's. pri-
vate unlimired Right; into the
“_hands of the Majority, or.{uch . ﬁ.s‘
(¢ the

r L -
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¢ the Majority fhou'd appoint, was
“ of free Choice, and by aPromife.”
Now the Promife it {elt was made in
the State of Nature: And that which
cond make 4 Promife obligatory in
the State of Nature, muft’ make a//
other A&s of Humanity as much
our real Duty, and natural Part.
Thus Faith, Fuftice, Honefty and Vir-
~tue, muit have been as early as the
State of Nature, or they cou'd ne-
‘ver have been at all. The Civil U-
nion, or Contederacy, coud never
make Right or Wrong s it they fub-
fifted not before. He who was free
to any Villany before his Contra&,
will, and ought to make as free with
his Contra&, when he thinks fi.
The natural Kinave has the fame Rea-
fon to be 4 Givil one 5 and. may dif-
penfe with his Politick Capacity as
oft as he fees occafion : “T's only his
Word ftands in his way,——A Man is
oblig'd to keep bis Word. ~ Why 2

Becaule be bas. given bis Word to keep
P E 2 it.
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it.——Isnot this 2 notable ‘Account
of the Original: of moral Juftice; agd
the Rife of Civil Government~and
Allegiance ! N BRI

‘BUT to pafs by thefe Cavils of
a Philofophy, which {peaks {o: much
-of Natwre with fo lictle Meaning ;
we may with Juftice furely place it
as a Principle, “ That if any thing
“ be aatural, wrany Creature, or any
“ Kind : “tis that which is Preferva-
“ tive of the Kind it felf, and con-
¢ ducing to its Weltare and Support.”

 If in original and pure Nature, it be
Wromg "to break 4 Promife, or be
treacherous 5 ‘tis as truly Wrong. to
be m any refpeét inhuman, or any
way wanting in our natural part to-
wzrds Homan Kind. It Eatmg and
Drinking be natutal,- Herding is {o
too. If any Appetite or Senfe be na-
tural, the Senfe ‘of Fellupfbip is the
fame. . 'If there be any thing of Na-
tore in that Affeftion which is: be-

. - tween
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draw you; up a Scheme of - the Paf-
fions, or" pretend to fhew.you their
. Genealogy and- Relation 5 how they are
interwoven with one.another; *or in-
terfere with our- Happinefs .and In-
cereft,  "Twou'd be. out of  the Ge-
nius and Compafs of fuch a Letter
as this, to frame a:jult Model ; by
which youmight, with an accurate
View, oblerve what Proportion the
friendly and natural Affetions feem to
bear in this Order of ArchiteGure.
Modern Projetors, I know, wou'd
-willingly rid their Hands of thefe
natwral Materials; and woud fain
build after . 2 more uniform way.
They wou'd new frame the Human
Heart ; and have a2 mughty Fancy
to reduce all its Motions, Ballances
and Weights, to that one Principle
and Foundation of a cool and deli-
berate Selfifbnefs. Men, it feems,are
unwilling to think they can be fo
outwitted,” and imposd on by Na«
ture, as to be made to ferve her Pur-

poles,
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pofes; rather than their own, They
-are afham'd to be drawn thus out of
themfelves, and forc’'d from what they
elteetn their true Intereff.

There has been in all times a fore
of narrow-minded Philofophers, who
have thought to {et -this Difference
to rights, by - conquering Nature in
them{elves. * A Primitive Father and
Founder among thefe, faw well this
Power of Nature, and ‘underftood it
~{o far, that he earneltly exhorted his

‘Followers neither to beget Children,
nor ferve their Country. There
was no dealing with Nature, it {feems,
while thefe alluring Objeéts ftood in
the way. Relations, Friends, Country-
Men, Laws, Politick Conflitutions, the
Beanty of Order .and Government, and
the Intereft of Society and Mankind,
were Objeéts which, he well faw,
woud naturally raife a ftronger Af-
feQtion than -any that was grounded
-upon -the narrow bottom of ‘mere
Self.. - His:Advice, therefore, not to
S marty,
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marry, nor engage at all in the Puba
lick, was wife, and. futable to his
Defign. There was no ' way to be
truly a Difciple of this Philofophy,
but to leave Family, Friends, Coun-
try, and Society, to cleave to t.——
And who wou'd not, if it were Hape
pinefs to do fo 2~—The Philofopher,
however, was kind, in telling us his
Thought. “Twas 2 Token of his
 Fatherly Love of Mankind.

Tu Pater, & rerum Inventor ! Tu
"~ Patria nobis

- Suppeditas praceptal

-

‘But the Revivers of this Philofo-
phy in latter Days, appear to be of
~ a lower Genius, They feem to have
underftood lefs of this force of Na-
ture, and have thought to alter the
Thing, by fhifting 2 Name. They
woud fo explain all the focial Paf-
{ions, and .patural AffeGions, as to
denominate’ . em of the [e-lﬁﬂ:: kind,
Thus Civilisy; Hofpigality, Huma-

. nity
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nity towards Strangers or-People- in-
Diftrefs; 1$but a more deliberate Selfifb-
nefs. An honeft Heart is only « more
cunning one : and Honefty and good.
Nature, a more deliberate, -or better re-
gulated Self-Love. The Love of Kin-
dred, Children and. .Poﬁerity\,é 18
purely Love of Self, and “of anes owi
Blood: As it, by this Reckoning, all.
Mankind were not as-well included ;
All being of.one Bleod, and join'd'by
Inter-Marriages and Allances 5 as
they have been tranfplanted in Co-
lonys, and mixd one with another.
And thus Love of one’s Country, and
Love of Mankind, muft alfo be Self-
Love. Magnanmity and Conrage, no
doubt, are Modifications of this
univerfal Self-Love. For Conrage (fays
our modern Philofopher) “is conflant
Anger. And 4/l l\v{en‘-(fays 2 witty

Poet) wou'd be Cowards if they dur/?.
That the Poet, and the Philofo-
pher both, were Cowards, may be
vielded perhaps without Difpute.
. | They
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They may have fpoken the. beft of
their Knowledg: - But foritrue Conrage,
it hds  {o-little:.to do with Aiger 5
that there is always the ftrongeft Suf-
picion againit: it,: where this Paffion
is higheft. - The true Courage is the
cool and calm. - ‘The braveft of Men
have "the leaft ofa-brutal:bullying
Infolence ;- and-in: the very time of
Danger are found the moft ferene,
pleafant, and free.. Rage, we know,
can.make 2 Coward forger himfelf
and fight.. But what is done in Fury,
ot Anger, can never be plac'd to the
Account of Cowrage. Were it other-
wife, ZWoménki_nd‘ might. claim to
bethe flouteft Sex: For' their Hatred
and’ Anger have ever.been allow'd to
be the ftrongeft and moft lafting,

- Other Authors there have been of
a yet-inferiourKind : a {ort of Dif-
tributers and petty Retailers of this
Wit ; . who have run Changes, and
Divilions, avithout end, upon this
Article of Self-Love. You have the

F- fame
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{fame Thought 'fpjin: out 2 hundred

Ways, and drawn nto Motto's, and
Devifes, to fet forth this Riddle;
That “ a& as difintereftedly or ge-
““ nerouflyas you pleafe, Self fill is
at the- bottom, and nothing "elfe.”
Now if thefe Gentlemen, who. de-
light {o- much inthe Play of Words,
but care notto grapple with Deh-
-~ nitions, ‘wou'd tell us only what Self
Intereft was, and determine Happinefs,
and Good, there wou'd be an End-of
this Enigmatical ‘Wit. : For .1n this
- we fhou'd all agree; thar Happinels
was to be purfu'd; and in faét was
always, foughe after: but whether
found in following Natsire, and: giving
way to common Affection; orin fup-
prefling it, and turning every Paffion
rowards -private Advantage, a nar-
row Self-End, or the Prefervation  of
mere Life 5 this wou'd-be the matter
in Debate between us. The Quel-
tion wou'd not bes: Who lov'd him-
felf; or Who not :  But who lovd
' L ~ and

C
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and ferv'd himfelf che righteff, and
after the trueft manner.  ~

"Tis the height of Wildom, no
doubt; to be rightly felfifh. Andto
love Life, as far as Life is good,
belongs: as much to Courage as to
Difcretion. Buta wretched Life is
no wife Man’s Wifh. To be with-
out Honefty, is, in eftect, to be with-
out natural AffeCtion or SociablenefS- of
any kind. - And a Life without natu-
ral Affettion, Friendfbip, or Sociablenefs,
woud - be found a wretched one,
were it to be tryd.  "Tis as thefe
Feelings and AffeCtions are intrinfe-
cally valuable and worthy, that Self-
Intereft is to be rated and efteem’d.
A Man is by nothing {fo much bim-
Jelf, as by his Temper, and the Cha-
ratter of bis Paffions and Affeftionss If
- he lofes what is manly and worthy
in thefe, he is as much loft to him-
felf as when he lofes his Memory
and Underftanding. 'The lealt ftep

into Villany or Balenefs, changes
F 2 the
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the Character- and Value of- a "Life.
He who woud preflerve Life at any
rate, muft abufe himfelf more than
any one can abufehim. And if Life
be not a dear Thing indeed, he who
has refus'd to live a Villain, and has
prefer'd Death to a bafe Aétion, has
been 2 Gainér by the Bargain.

“TIS well for you (my Friend)
that in your Education you have had
little to do with the Philofophy, ot
Philofophers - of our Days. A good
Poct, and an honeft Hiftorian, may
afford Learning enough for 4 Gentle-
man. And {uch 2 one, whillt he reads
thefe Authors as his Diverfion, will
have a cruer relifh of their fenfe, and
underftand “em better, than a Pedant,
with-all his Labours, and the Afiif
tance of his Volumes of Commen-
tators. 1 am {enfible, that of old
‘twas the Cuftom to fend the Youth
ot higheft Quality to Philofophers to
be torm'd. "Twas in their Schools,

) in
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in their Companys and by their
Precepts ‘and Example, that the il-
luftrious Pupils were inur'd to Hard-
{hip, and exercisd in the fevereft
Courfes of Temperance and Selt-
denial. By {uch an early Dilcipline,
they were fitted for the Command
of others; to maintain their Coun-
try's Honour in War, rule wifely in
the State, and fight againft Luxury
and Corruption in times of Profpe-
rity and Peace. If any of thele Arts
are comprehended in Univerfity- Learn-
ing, ‘tis well.  But as fome Univer-
fitys in the World are now modeld,
they feem not fo very effectual to
thefe Purpofes, nor fo fortunate in
preparing for a right Practice of - the
World, or a juft Knowledg of Men
“and Things. Had you been thorow-
' pac’d in the Ethicks or Politicks of the
Schools, 1 fhou'd never have thought
of writing a word to you upon com-
won Senfe, ot the Loveof Minkind. 1
fhoud not have cited the Poet’s

F 3 Dulce
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Dulce ¢ Decornm. Nor, 1f 1 had
made a Charatter for you, as le
for his Friend, fhou'd I have crown'd
it with his

Noitille pro carss Amicss,
Aut Patria timidus* perire,

Our Philofophy now-a-days runs
afrer the manner of that able So-
phifter, who faid, Skin for Skin: - All
that a Man has, will he give for his Life.
“Tis Orthodox Divinity, as well “as
{ound Philofophy, with fome Men,
to rate Life by the Number and Ex-
quifitenels of the pleafing Senfations.
- Thefe they conftantly {er in oppofi-

“tion to dry Virtue and Honefty. And

upon this foot, they think it proper
co call all Men Fools, whowou'd
risk 2 Life, ot part with any of thefe
pleafing Senfations ; except on the
Condition of being repaid in the
fame Coin, and with good Intereft
o the Birgain,  Thus, 1t feems,

we
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we -are. to learn , Virtue by Ufury :
and inhance the Value of sze and
of the Pleafures of Senfe, in order to
be wife, and to live well.

- But you, my Friend, are ftubborn
in this Point : and 1n{’cead of belng
,brought to think moumfuﬂy of
Death, or to repine at the Lofs of
what you-may {ometimes hazard b
your Honefty, you can laugh at ﬁu,h
Maxims as thefe ; and divert your

{elf . with - the 1m rovd Selﬁfhnefs
and Phllofophlcal COWB.I’dICC of thefe
fafhionable Moralifts. You w;lll not
be taught to value Life, at their
‘rate, oOr degrade HonEsTy as they
do,- who make it only a Name. You
are: perfuaded there is  fomething
more in the Thing than Faffion or
.Applaa/e that WorTH and ME-
‘R1t1 are {ubftantial, and no Way Va-
tiable by Fancy or Wz_ll and ‘that
HonNour 1s as much it {elf, when
a&ing by it [elf, and wnfeen, as when

feen and applauded by «all the World.
F 4 Shou'd
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Shnud One who had the Coun—
tenance of 2 Gentleman ask: me,

« Why I-wot'd avoid belng naj}y,
when no body was -by?” B

the firfk place I thou'd be fully fatif-
tyd t}‘at he himfelf was a very nafty

Gentleman who cour'd ask this Quef-
tion; and that it wou'd be a hard
matter for me to make him ever
concetve what true. Cleanlinefs . was,
‘However, 1 ‘might bé contented Per—

haps'to -give him-a -flight Anfwer,
and fay, ‘_‘ "Tiwas becanfe I had--a

“ Nofe.” Shor'd-he ‘trouble me
further, and ask, “"Whatif I'had a
«“ Cold? Or what if naturally [ had

¢ 110 fuch nice Smell?” - 1 mlght
anfwer PerhaPs, “ That Tcard. as
“ litrle to-fee miy felf nafty, as that

‘ others tho'd fee me fo.” = Bue
what if ‘it were i the Dark? Why
tho T had neithet Nofe, nor Eyes,
my Senfe-*of the Thing wou'd be
il the fame 3 my Nature wou'd
rife at the ThOUGht of what was for-

did :



did: orif it did not ; I{hou'd have
‘a wretched Nature indeed,: and hate
my [elf for a Bealt:  Homour my [elf 1
nevercoud 3 whillt I hadno better a
{enfe of what I ow'd my felf] and
what in reality became me, as 4 hy-
man Creature. L

- Much in the {fame manner have I
heard it ask'd, Why fhowd.a Man be
honeft in the Dark 2. - What 2 Man
muft be to ask this Queftion, I won't
{ay. But for Thofe who have no
better a Reafon for being -honeft than
the Fear of a Gibbet or ‘a Fal 5 I
fhou'd ‘not, 1 confefs, much covet
their: Company, -or Acquaintance.
And if any Guardian of mine who
‘had ‘kept his Truft, and given me
back my Eftate when I came of Age,
had been found to have aéted thus,
thro Fear only of what might hap-
pen.to him; I fhoud for .my own
part, no doubt, continue civil to
him: but for my Opinion of his
Worth, it wou'd be the fame as the

Pythian
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Pythian God had of his Votary, who
devoutly feard him,and therefore re-
ftord to a Friend what had been de-
pofited in hisHands. - .

Reddidit ergo metu, non moribus ;

d5* tamen omnem : .
Vocem adyti dignam templo, veramque
~ probavit, R
Extinétus totd pariter cum prole do-
- moque. -

I know very well that many Set-
vices to the Publick are done merely
for the fake of a.Gratuity ; and.:thac
Tnformers in Farticular, are to be ra-
ken care of, and fometimes' made
Penfioners of State. . But T muft beg
pardon for the particular Thoughts
I may have of thefe Gentlemens Me-
rit; and fhall never. beftow ; my
Efteem on any other than the volun-
tary Difcoverers of Villany, and bearty
Profecutors of their Country’s- In-
rereft. And in this refpect, I know
| _ nothing
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nothing greater or nobler than the
- undertaking and managing {fome im-
portant Accufation ; by which fome
high Criminal of State, or fome
form’'d Body of Conlfpirators againft
the Publick, may be arraign'd and
brought to Punifthment,- thro the ho-

neft Zeal and publick Affection of 2

private Man, -

I know too, that the mere Vulgar
of Mankind often ftand in need of
{uch a reftitying Objet as the Gal-
lows betore their Eyes. Yet I have
no belief, that.any Man of a liberal
Education, or common Honelty,
ever needed to have recourfe to this
Idea in his Mind, the better to re-
ftrain him from'playing the Knave,
And if o Saint had no other Vit
tue than what was raisd in him by
the fame Objects of Reward and Pu-
nithment, in a more diftant State ¢
I know not whofe Love or Efteem
he might ain befides : bue for my
own party I thou'd never think him
worthy of mine. Nec
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Nec fm Eum fea, nec fu gt [t mihi
- dicat -

 Servis + Flabes pretmm lom NON Hree
ris, ato. '

- Non hominem occidi : Non pnfces m
cruce corves. |

Sum Banus ¢ Frug: G{enmt negat
atque Sabellm. I

B Y thls tifme ( my Frlend ) you
may Poﬂibly, T "hope, be fatlsfy d,
that'as T am'in eamneft in defending
Ruaillery, {o I can be {ober tooin the

Ule of i "Tis in reality’ a ferious

- Study, 10 learn to temper and regii-
late that- Humonr which Nature: has
given as, as a more lenitive Remedy
againft Vlce and 2 kind of Speci-
fick againft Superlhtlon and Melan-
choly Delufion. There is a crreat
difference between feeking how to
raife a Laugh from every thing ; and
feeking, in every thmg, what" juftly
* may

&
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may be- laugh'd ar.  For nothing s
ridiculous, but what is deform’d : Nor
i any thing- proof againft Raillery,
but what 1s handfom and'juft. And
therefore 'tis the hardeft thing in the
World, to deny Fair HonEsTy the
ufe of this Weapon, which can never
bear an Edge againft- herfelf, and
bears againft every thing that is ¢on-
trary. - . 3
If the very Italian Buffoons were to
give us the Rule in this Cafe,we fhou’d
fearn by them, that in their loweft
and moft fcurrilous way of Wi,
there was nothing {o fuccefsfully to
be playd upon, as the Paffions of
Cowardice and Avarice. - One may
dety the World to turn real Bravery
or Generofity into- Ridicule. A Glut-
ton, and a mere Senfualift, is as ridi-
culous as the other two Chara&ers.
Nor can an unaffe¢ted Temperance be
‘made the Subject of Contempt to
any befides the grofleft and moft con-
temptible of Mankind, Now thefe

three
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three Ingredients make up 2 virtuous
CharaQer :as the:contrary three a via
cious one.* ‘How therefore can we
poffibly rnake'a Jeft of Honefty >—
To laugh both ways, is.nonfenfical.
And if the Ridicule lie againft Sot-
tifbmefs, Avarice, and Cowardice; you
fee the Confequence. - A Man muft
be foundly ridiculous, who, wich all
the Wit in the World, wou'd go -a-
bout to ridicule Wifdom, or laugh

 at Honefty, or Good Manners.
- A Man  of thorow Good-Breeding,

whatever elle he be, is incapable of

doing a rude or brutal Action. "He

never deliberates 1n this cale, or con-

iders of the Matter- by prudential
Rules of Self-Intereft and Advantage.

He a&s from his Nature; in 2 manner

neceflarily, and without Reflettion :

and if he did not, it were impoffible

for him ro anfwer his Character, or be

foeund that truly well-bred Man, on.

every occafion. “Tis the fame with

the
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the Honeft Man.© He can't deliberate
in the Cafe of a plain Villany. 4
Plum is no Temptation to him. He
likes and loves himfelf too well, to
change Hearts with one of thofe
corrupt Mifcreants, who amongft
‘em, - gave that name to one of thofe
round Sums which they had gain'd
by Rapine and Plunder of the Come
monwealth. He who wou'd enjoy
a Freedom of Mind, and be truly Pof-
feffor of btmfelf, muft be above. the
Thought of ftooping to what is vil-
lanous or bafe. He who has a Heart
to {toop, muft quit the Thought of
Manlinefs, Refolution, Friendfbip, Merit,
and a Charatler with himfelf and others :
But to affe¢t thele Enjoyments, or
Advantages, together with the other;
to pretend to enjoy Society, and a free
Mind, in company with a knabifh
Heart, is as ridiculous as the way of
Children, who firft “eat their Cake,
and then cry for it. When Men be-
gin to deliberate about Difhonefty, and

finding
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finding it go -lefstagainft theii Sto-
mach,ask, - Why:they {hou'd ftick
“ at a2 good Piece-of Knavery; for'a
“ gbod Sum:?” ~They fhoud:.bé
told, as Children, .that They cant eat
thewr Cake, and bavett. - - -
- When Men, indeed, are become
- accomplifi d Knaves, they are palt-cry
ing for-ther Cake. They know Thems-
felves, *and are “krown: by Mankind.
- "Tis not Thefe who are {fo much en-
vyd or admird. The moderate Kind
are the more taking with us, - Yet
had we Senfe, we fhou'd confider 'tis
in reality ‘the thorow profligate Knave,
the very compleat unnatural Villaim -
lone, who can any way bid for Hap-
pinefs with the Honeft Man. True
Intereft is wholly on one {ide, or the
other. All between is Inconfiftency,
Irrefolution, Remorfe, Vexation, and
an Ague-Fit : from hot to cold;
from one Paffion to another quite
contrary 5 a2 perpetual “Difcord of

Life ; and an alternate Difquiet and
. Self-
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Sclf Diﬂlk& The only Reft or Re-
pofe: muft be thro: oue, determmd
conﬁderate Refolution : which when
once taken, muft be coutageoully
Lept . ‘and the Paffions and Affec-
tions broucht under Obedlence to-it 3
the Temper fteeld and hardeén’d to
the Mind; the Difpofition to the
Judgment Both muft agree ; elfe
all muft-be Dlﬂ:urb&nce and Confu-
{ionr. - .So--that to think with one’s
{elf,. < ' Why may- fiot one do this
“« Izttle Vlllany, or commit this - one
« Treachery, and but for once ;" is
¢he ‘moft ndlculous Imagmatlon in
the world, and contrary - to- Cowm-
MON SENSE For 2 common ho-

neft Man, whilft left to himfelf, and
andifturb d by Philofophy and ubtle
Reafomncs about his Intereft, gives
no-other Anfwer to the Thou0ht of
Villany, than that be can't ﬁm in his
heart: to et about it, or conquet the
hatural Averlion he hasto it. And
this is natural, and juft.

G The
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The Truth is; as Notions ftand
now in the World, with refpect to
Morals'; Honefty is like to gainlittle
by Philofophy, or deep Speculations
of any kind. In the main; ’tis beft
to ftick to Common Senfe, and.-go no
further. Mens firft Thoughts, in
this matter, are generally better than
their fecond : their. natural Notions
better than thofe refin’d by Study, ox
Confultation with - Cafuiffs. :Accors
ding to common Speech, as well as
common Senfe, - Fonefly is the” beft. Po-
licy - But according to refin’d Senfe;
the only well-advisd Perlons, as to
this World, are ervant Knaves 5 and
they alone are thought to ferve them-
felves, who ferve their Paflions,” and
-indulge their loofeft ' Appetites - and
Defires.—Such, it feems, are the
Wife, and fuch the Wifdom: of - this
World ! - T
An ordinary Man talking of a
vile Ation, In 2 way of Common
Senfe, fays naturilly and heartly,
. L “ He

i i
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“ He woud not do the thing for
“ all the World.™ But [peculative
Men find ‘great Modifications in the
Cafe ; ‘many ways of Evafion; ma-
ny Remedys ; many Alleviations. A
good Gift rightly apply'd 5 a right Me-
thod -of ‘fuing out 2 Pardon 5 good
Alms-Houlfes, and Charitable Foun-
- datiens ereted for right Worfhippers s
and a good Zeal fhewn for the right
Belief, may {ufficiently atone for one
wrong Practice ; elpecially when it is
fuch as raifes 2 Man to a confiderable
power ot doing Govd, and {erving the
true Canfe. o

- Many a good Eftate, many a high
Station has been gain'd upon fuch a
foot as this. Some Crowns too may
have been purchas'd on thefe terms
and fome great Emperors (if I mife
take not) there have been of old,
who wére much affilted by thefe "or
the like Principles 5 and in return were
not ingrateful to the Caufe and Party

which ;had affilted 'em. The For.

G 2 oers



100 ;i’n ESSAY onthe Freedom

gers of {uch Morals have been amply
endow'd : and the World  has paid
roundly for its Philofophy ; fince the
original plain Principles of Humanity,
and the {imple honeft Precepts of Peace
and mutual Love, have, by a fort of {pi-
ritual Chymifts, been {o fublimated,
as to become the higheft Corrofives ;
and pafling thro their Limbecks, have
vielded the ftrongeft Spirit of mutual
Hatred and malignant Per[ecution.

BUT our Humours (my Friend)
incline us not to melancholy Re-
flections. Let the folemn Reprovers
of Vice proceed. in the manner
moft f{utable to their Genius, and
Charadter. I am ready to congra-
tulate with "em on the Succefs of their
Labours, 1n that authoritative way
which is allow'd 'em. [ know not
in the mean while, why others may
not be allow'd to ridicule Folly, and
recommend Wifdom and Virtue (if
poffibly they can) in a way of Plea-
o i {antry
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fantry and Mirth. T know not why
Poets, or fuch as write chiefly for the
Entertainment of themfelves and o-
thers, may not be allow'd this Privi-
lege. Andif it be the Complaint of
our [fanding Reformers, that they are
not heard fo well by the Gentlemen of
Fafbion 5 it they exclaim againt thofe
airy Wits who fly to Ridicule as a Pro-
tection, and make fuccefstul Sallys
from that Quarter; why fhou'd it be
deny'd one, who is but 4 Volunteer in
this Caufe, to engage the Adverfary
on his own Terms, and expofe him-
{elf willingly to fuch Attacks, on
the Condition only of being allow’d

fair Play in the {ame kind 2
By Gentlemen of Fafbion, 1 under-
ftand thofe to whom a natural good
Genius, or the Force of good Edu-
cation, has givena Senfe of what is
naturally graceful and becoming.  Some
by mere Nature, others by Art and
Praéice, are Mafters of an Ear in
Mufick, an Eyein Painting, aFancy
G 3 n
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in the ordlnary things of Ornament
and Grace, a Judgment 1in ProPor-
tions of all kinds, and a Tafte in
moft of thofe Sub]c&s which. make
the Amufement and Delight of the
ingenious Pcople of the World Let
fuch Gentlemen -as thefe be as extra-
vagant as they pleafe, or as irregular
in then: Morals; they muft ac-the
{ame time dllcover their Inconﬁf’cen-'
cy, live at variance with themfelves,
and in.contradi@ion to that Prmaple
on which they ground their hfgheﬂ:
Pleafure and Entertainment.

Of all other Beautys Wthh Vn-
tuoﬁ:a.c run. after, Poets celebrate Muy-
ficians fing,- and Architeéts or Amﬁs
of uhatever kind, defcribe or form ;

the moft dehchtful the moft enga-
ging and PatllﬁthL is that which is
drawn from Life and from the Paffions.
Nothing affects the Heart like -that
which is from it felf, and of its own

natuve s fuch as the Beauty of Sentis
aienits 5 the Grace of Aétions 5 the Turn

"
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withftand the force of Beanty,-in o=
ther kinds. -Every one is-a Zirtuofo;
of a higher or lowerdégree :. Every
one purfues.a Grace, and courts a
Venus of one . kind or another.
"The Venuftum, the Honeftum, the Des
corum of - Things, will force its way.
They who retule to give it Scope in
the -nobler Subjects of 2 rational and
moral kind, - will find: its Ptevalency:
elfewhere, -in an inferiour” Order of
Things. - They who overlook the
main Springs. of Action, and defpife
the Thought of Numbers -and Pro-
portion in & Life at large, will.in the
mean Particulars of it, be no lefs ta-
ken up; and engagd ;- as- either in
the Study of common Atrts, or in
the Care and Culture of mere me-
chanick Beautys. The Models -of
‘Houfes, Buildings, -and their accom-
panying Ornaments; the Plans of
Gardens and their Compartments ;
the ordeting - of Walks, -Plantations,
Avenues 5 and a thoufand other Sym.

metrys,
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metrys, will fucceed in the room of
that happier and hlgher Symmetry
and Orj)er of 2 Mind. The Species
of Fair, Noble, Handfome, will dif-
cover it felf on a- thoufand Occa-
fions, and-in a thoufand Subjeéts.
The Specter ftill will haunt us, in
fome Shape or other :  and when
driven from our cool Thoughts and
frighted from the Clofer, will meet us
even at- Cowrt, and fll our Heads
with Dreams of Grandure, Titles,
Honours,- and 2 falfé Magnificence
and Beauty ;-to which we are ready
to facrifice our higheft-Pleafure and
Fafe ; and for the fake -of which,
we become the mereft Drudces and
moft abjeét Slaves. *

“The Men-of Pleafure, who feem
the greateft Contemners of this Phi-
lofophical Beauty, are forc'd often
to confels her Charms. Thev can
as heartily as others commend FHo-
nefty 5 and are as much ftruck with
the Beauryof a generous Part.  They.

| : admire
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admire the Thing it felf'; -tho not
the Means. And, if poffible, they
woud {oordérit, as to make Pro-
bity and Luxury agree. - But the
Rules of - Harmony will not permic
it. - The Diflonancys are too ftrong:
However the Attempts of this kind,
are not unpleafant to obferve. For
tho {fome of the Voluptuous are for-
did Pleaders for -Baflenéfs and Cor-
ruption of every kind :. yet-others,
more generous, endeavour to keep
Meafures wich Honefty 5 and. under-
flanding Pleafure better; -are’ for
bringing it :under fome Rule.” They
condemn this manner:' they. praife
the other. " * -So far was right: but
“ further, wrong. ~ Sucha Cafe was
“ allowable :- but fuch a one, notto-
“.be admitted.” They introduce a
Fuftice, and- an Qrder in their Plea-
fures. They wou'd bring Reafon to-
be of their Party, account in {fome
manner for their Lives, and form
themfelves to fome kind of- Confo-

nancy,
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nancy, amf Agreemment = Or if they
fmd this 1mpra&1cable on - certain
Terms, they. wou'd " chufe to faesi¢
fice the1r other: Pleafiires to- thofd
which - arife from a generous Behia-
viour,” @ Regularity "of ~ Condug,
and aConf ﬂ:ency of Llfe and Man—
fers : .~ v7.. . s

r - -

- Et Vei & Namerofque Modchﬂe edtf
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Other Occaﬁons W111 Put us upon
thls Thoughe: but. chleﬂy 2 ﬂ:rong

View of -Merit, in a generous Characler,
oppos d-to- (oine deteftably - vile- ohe?

Hence it. is that among Poets, - thé
Satyriffs Teldom fail -in domg ]u[hc
to Virtue. Nor are: any- of the no-
bler Poers falfe to this-Caufe. Even
miodern Wits, whofe Furn is all ro-
wards Gallantry and Pleafure, when'
bare-fac'd Fillany {tands in ‘their way,
and. bnnvs the contraty ‘Species inf
- View, can fi ing in- paflionate Strains

.  the
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the Praifes:. of - plain. Honefly. = -
s When we are;highljr} Friénds with
the World,.and profperous’ in “the
polleflion ‘of ‘other Beantys 5. 'we may
perchance; as is ufual; .delpife. this
fober Miftrefs.. But. when: we fee,
ir the iflue; What Riot :and Bxcefs na-
tutally produce;-- when" by« Laxury’s
means, and-. for the -fervice of vile
Interefts, Knaves, we fee,. are ad-
vancd, and the vileft of Men are
preferd before -the honefteft ; we
then behold VirTue jn-a . new
Light,  and by-the help.;of fuch‘a
Foil,. can-difcern: the Beauty of s
miﬁy,; ~and the r.eality . ~of thofe
Charms,. - which - before. .we -under-
ftood: not. to:‘be: either narural, ‘or

T
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_AND chus, -after.all - the moft
natural Beauty:in the World “is : Fo-
?25/6!1 and'mral Truth.: ;FOI':BLH Beaus
ty s T RuTH: - True Features make
the Beauty of-a Face ; and true Pros
L portions



