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AN

ESSAY, &

"HAVE been confidering (my
‘Friend!) what your Fancy was,
to exprels {uch a Surprize as
you did the other day, whenl
happen'd to {peak to you in com-
mendation of Raillery. Was it pof
{ible you fhou'd fuppofe me {o grave
a Man as to diflike all Converfation
of this kind? Or were you afraid I
fhoud not ftand the Trial, it you
{hou'd put me to ir, by making che
 Experiment in my own Cale ?

A 1 mufk
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o A ESSAY on the Freedom

I muft confefs, you had reafon
enough for your Caution ; if you
coud imagine me at the bottom fo
true ¢ Zealot, as not to bear the
leaft Raillery on my own Opinions.
“Tis the Cale, I know, with Many.
Whatever they think grave or {folemn,
they fuppofe mult never be treated
out of a grave and folemn way:
Tho what Another thinks {o, they can
be contented to treat otherwife ; and
are forward to try the Edge of Ridi-
cule againft any Opinions befides
thetr own. L ' .

The Queftion is, Whether this be
faitor no? and Whether it be not
jult, and wile, to make as free with
our own Opinions, as with thole of
other People ¢ For to be {paring in
this caie, may be look'd upon as a
piece of Selfifhnefs. We may be
chargd perhaps with wiltul Igno-
rance and blind Idolatry, for having
taken Opinions upon Truft, and

confe-



+

of Wit and Humour. 3

confecrated in our felves certain Idol-
Notions, which we will never fuffer
to be unveil d, or {een in open Light:
They may perhaps be Monfters, and
not Divinitys, or Sacred Truths,
which are kept thus choicely, 1n
fome dark Corner of our Minds :
The Specters may impofe on us,
whillt we refule to turn "em every
way, and view their Shapes and Coms

plexions in every Liglit. For that
which can be thewn only in a certam

Light, is queftionable. Truth, tis
fuppos'd, may bear a/f Lights: and
one of thofe in which Things are to
be view'd, in order to a thorow Re-
cognition, is that by which we difs
cern whatever is liable to Ridicule in
any Subject: At leaft, s {o allow’d
by All, who at any time appeal to
this Crierion. T he g.rave{’c Gentle-
men, cven In the graveft Subjects,
are {upposd to acknowledg this :
and can have no Righe, ’tis thought,

A 2 to



4 A ESSAY onthe Freedom

to deny others the Freedom of this
Appeal ; whilft they are free to cen-
{ure like other Men, and in their gra-

velt Arguments make no fcruple to
ask, Ts 1t not itdiculons 2

Of this Affair, therefore, ] deflign
you {houd know fully what my
Thoughts are.  And by this means
you will be able to judg of me ;
whether I was fincere the other day
in the Detence of Raillery, and can’
continue ftill to plead for thofe inge-

ious Friends of ours, who are often
cenfurd for thetr Humour of this
kind, and for the Freedom they take

in fuch an airy way of Converfation
and Writing. |

IN good earneft, when one con-
fiders what ufe is fometimes made of
this kind of Wit, and to what an ex-
cefs it has rifen of late, infome Cha-
racters of the Age; one may be
ftartled a little, and in doubr, what

(O
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to think of the Pradtice, or whither
this raillying Humour will at Jength
carry us. It has pafs'd from the Men
of Pleafure to the Men of Bufinefs.
Politicians have been infected with
it: and the grave Affairs of State
have been treated with an Air of Jro-
ny and Banter. The ableft Nego-
tiators have been known the notableft
Buffoons : the moft celebrated Au-
thors, the greateft Mafters of Bur-
lefque. |
-~ There is indeed a kind of deﬁig/hre
Raillery (it T may {o call it) which I
am willing enough to allow in Af-
fairs of whatever kind ; when the
Spitit of Curiofity wou'd force a
- Difcovery of more Truth than can
conveniently be told. For we can
never do more injury to Truth, than
by difcovering too much of it, on
{ome occafions. “Tis the {ame with
Underftandings as with Eyes: To
fuch a certain Size and Make juft fo

A 3 much



6 An ESSAY on tb-ei Freedom

much Light is neceflary; and no more.

Whatever is beyond, brings Darknels
and Conmufion.

“Tis real Humanity and Klndnefs,
to hide ftrong Truchs from weak
Eyes. Andrto “do this by a pleafant
Amuofemens, is eafier, and civiller,
than by a harlh Denial or remarka-
ble Referve. But to go about in-
d:‘iﬁtiouﬂy to confound Men, in a
mylterious manner ; and to make
advantage ot draw pleaﬁlrc from that
Perplexity they are thrown into, by
fuch ‘uncerrain Talk 5 is as unhand-
fomina way of Raillery, as when
done with the greateft Serioufnefs, or
in the moft folenin way of Deceit.
Irmay be neceflary, as well now a3
of old, for wile Men to {peak i1Pa-
rables, a'lc’ with a . double Mea‘nnﬂ
that- hF- Enemy may b:: amus’e, and
thofe only wha have Ears to hoar may

bear. But tis a mean. svotent and
dall forr of Wir. 7 zranfes all

"’!u “"i
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S
alike, and leaves the moft {enfible
Man, and even a Friend, equally in
doubt, and at a lofs, to know what
one’s real mind is, upon any Subject.

This is that grofs {ort of Raillery,
which is {o offenfive in good Com-
pany. And indeed there is as much
difference between one {ort and ano-
ther, as between fair Dealing and
Hypocrify ;5 or between the genteeleft
Wit, and the moft f{currilous Buf-
foonery. But by Freedom of Con-
verfation, this illiberal kind of Wit
will lofe its Credit. For Wit is its
own Remedy. Liberty and Com-
merce bring it to its true Standard.
The only Danger is, the laying an
Embargo. The {ame thing happens
here, asin the Cale of Trade. Im-
pofitions and ReftriGions reduce it
to a low Ebb. Nothing is {o advan.
tageous to 1t as & Free Port.

We have {een in our own time the

Decline and Ruin of a2 falfe fort of
A4 Wi,
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Wit, which fo much delighted -our
Anceftors, that their Poems, and
Plays, as well as Sermons, were full
of it. All Humour had f{ornething
of the Quibble. "The very L‘migua}ge

of the Court was Puming. But tis
now banifh'd the Town and all good
Company : There are only fome
few Footfteps of it in the Country j
and it feems at laft confind to the
Nurferys of Youth, as the chief En-
tercainment of Pedants and their Pu-
pils. Andthusin other relpects Wit
will mend upon our handsy and Hu-
mour will refine it felf; if we take
care not to tamper with it, and bring
it under Conftraint, by fevere Ufage
and rigoraus Prefcriptions.. All Po-
litenefs 1s owing to Liberty. We
polifh one another, and rub off our
Corners and rough Sides by this ami-
cable Calliﬁon, To reftrainchis, is in-
evitably to bring a Ruft upoh Mens
Haoderftandings.  "Tis 2 deftroying
- | of
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of Civility, Good Breeding, and even
Charity it felf, under pretence of
maintaining 1t

T O defcribe true Raillery wou'd
be as hard a matter, and perhaps as
little to the purpofe, as to detine Good

‘Breeding. None can underftand the
Speculation, but they who have the
Practice, Yet every one thinks him-
{elf well-bred : and the formalleft Pe-
dant imagines he can railly with 2
good Grace. I have known fome
of thofe grave Gentlemen undertake
to correét an Author for defending
the Ufe of Raillery, and at the fame
time have upon every turn made ufe
of that Weapon, tho they were na-
turally fo very aukard at it. And
this I believe may be obfetv'd in the
Cafe of many Zealots, who have
taken upon ~em to anfwer our mo-
dern Free Writers. " The Tragical

Gentlemen, with the grim Afpe&
and
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“and Mein of true Inguifitors, have but
an ill Grace when they vouchfafe to
quit their Aufterity, and be jocofe
and pleafant with an Adverfary,
whom they wou'd chule to treat in
a very different manner. For to do
‘em juftice, had they their Wills, I
doubt not but their Conduct and
Mein woud be pretty much of a
piece. They woud foon quit their
‘Farce, and make a thorow Trage-
dy. But at prelent there js nothing
fo ridiculous as this Jawus-Face
of Writers, who with one Counte-
nance force a Smile, and with ano-
ther {how nothing but Rage and Fu-
ry. Having énterd the Lifts, and
“agreed to the fair Laws of Combat
by Wit and Argument, they have no
{ooner provd their Weapon, than
vou hear ‘em crying aloud for help,
and delivering over to the Secular Arm.
- There cant be a more prepofte-
rous Sight than an Executioner and
é
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a Merty Andyew aé’cing their Part
upon the {ame Stage.  Yet I am per-

{uaded any one will find this to be
the real Pi&ure of cestain modern

Zealots 1n their Controverfial Wri-
tings. They are no more Mafters
of Gravity, than they are of good
Humour. The firft always runs in-
to harfh Severity, and the latter in-
to an aukard Buffoonery. And thus
between Anger and Pleafure, Zeal
and Drollery, their Writing has
much fuch a Grace as the Play of hu-
merfom Children, who almoft, at
the fame inftant, are both peevifh
and wanton, and can laugh and cry
in one and the fame Breath. -

How agreeable fuch Writings are
like to prove, and of what Effe&t
towards the winning over or cone
vincing thole who are fuppos’d to be
in Error, I need not go "about to
explain. Nor can I'wonder, on this
account, to hear thofe publick La-

mentations
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mentations of Zealots, that whilit
the Books of their Adverfarys are {o
current, their Anfwers to ‘em can
hardly make their way into the
World, or be taken the leaft notice
of. Pedantry and Bigotry are Mill-
Stones able to fink the beft Book,
that bears the leaft parc of their dead
weight. The Temper of the Peda-
gogue {utes not with the Age. And
the World, tho it may be taught,
will not be tutord. 1t a Philofopher
fpeaks, Men ‘hear him willingly
while he keeps to his Philofophy:.
So is a2 Chriftian heard, while he
keeps to his profefsd Charity and
Meeknefs. In a Gentleman we al-
low of Pleafantry and Raillery, as
being managd always with good
Breeding, and never grofs or clow.
nifh. Butif a mere Scholaftick, in-
trenching upon all thele Charaéters,
and writing as it were by Starts and
Rebounds from one of thefe to ano-

L ther,
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ther, appears upon the whole as lit-
tle ‘able to keep the Temper of
Chriftianity, asto ufe the Reafon of
a Philofopher, or the Raillery of 2
Man ot Breeding ; what wonder is
it if the monftrous Produ& of fuch
a jumbled Brain be ridiculous to the
World 2

It you think (my Friend) that by
this Defcription I have done wrong -
to any of thefe Zealot-Writers in re-
ligions Controverfy 5 read but afew
Pages in any one of ‘em (even
where the Conteft is not Abroad, but

within their own Pale) and then pro-
notnce, |

AND nowl have {aid thus much
as to Authors and Writings, you
fhall hear my Thoughts, as you
have defird, upon the Subje&t of

Converfation, and particularly a late
One of a free Kind, which you re-

niember [ was prefent at, with fome
_ Friends
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Friends of yours, whom you fan-
cyd I fhou'd in great Gravity have
condemu d. - |

“Twas, Imaltown;a very diverting
one, and perhaps not the lels fo,
for ending as abruptly as it did, and
in a fort of Confulion ; which al-
moft brought all to nothing that
had been advancd in the Difcourfe
before. - Some DParticulars of this
Converfation may not perhaps. be o
proper to commit to Paper. "Tis
enough that I put you in mind of
what pafsd. A great many fine
Schemes, it's true, were deftroyd :
many grave Realonings overturn'd :
but this being done without Offence
to the Partys concern'd, and with
Improvement to the good Humour
of the Company, it fer the Appe-
tite the keener to fuch Converla-
tions. And I am perluaded, that
had Resfon her {elt been to judg of
her own Interelt, fhe wou'd have

i} thought
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thought fhe receivd more Advan-
tage in the main from that ealy and
familiar way, than from the ufual
ftiff Adherence to a particular Opi-
nion. R o
But perhaps you may {till be .in
the fame Humour of not believing
me in earneft. You may continue
to tell me, I affe& to be paradoxical,
in commending a Converfation as
advantageous to Reafon, which en-
ded n {uch an Uncertainty of all
that Reafon had feemingly fo well
eftablifb’'d. - | ,;

To this I anfwer, That accord- _
ing to the Notion I have of Re on,
neither the written Treatifes of the
Learned, nor the f{et Difcourfes of
the Eloquent, are able of themfelves
to teach theufe of it. "Tis the Ha-
bit alone of Realoning that can
make 2 Reafoner.  And Men can ne-
ver be better inviced to the Habit,

than when they find Pleafure in it
A
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A Freedom ‘of Raillery, a Libetty
in decent Langunage to que&ion eves
ry thing, and an Allowance ‘of ‘un-
ravelling or refuting any Argument,
without offence to the Arguer, are
the only Terms which can render fuch
fpeculative Converfations any way
agreeable. For to fay truth, they
have been renderd burdenfom to
Mankind by the Stri€tnels of the
Laws prefcrib'd to ‘em, and by the
prevailing Pedantry and Bigorry of
thofe who reign in ‘em, and aflume
to themfelves to be Diators in
thefe Provinces. | |

Semper ego Auditor tantum ! is as na-
tural 2 Cafe of Complaint in Di-
vinity, in Morals, anig" in Philofos -
phy, as it was of old, the Satyrifts,
in Poetry. Puiftude is 2 mighty
Law of Difcourfe, and mightly
long'd for by Mankind. In matter
of Reafon, moreis done in 2 minute
or two, by way of Queftion and
- Reply,
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Replyl than by 4 -continw'd: "Dif:
courfe of whole Houts. Orcrtzons are
fir only to move'the’ Pafficns’ ‘And
the Power of Dec amation 1S to; ter,rrfy
exalt,: ravith, or dehght ratbier than
fatrsnyor mﬂ:ruiﬂ:‘ A free’ Cane-
TEriCE: ‘1s 4 clofe ’Prcrht T he 0 et
Way,’ in’ compar iforito “it, 1§ biit
3Braﬁdlﬂlln0 or bec‘ztmcr tfae Airs To
bé o’of’cru&ed therefore and manatled
©in Conferences, and to be confin’d
to “hear “Orations “on" certain’ “Sub-
jects, muft needs oive us a. Diffaft,
and’ render the Subje&s {o managd
A5 drfacreeable ‘45 - the Mmao‘ers.
Men: had rathet reafon upon Trrﬂes
{o! they may reafon “freelyand with.
out ' the ImPoﬁtron of " ‘Authority.
than on the ufefulleft and befL Sug
jects in-the World, where they are

neld undera Reﬂ‘ramt and Fear. ..
Not is 1t 2 wonder that Men Are

g i

oenerally fuch faint Reafoneas,, and
care {o litcleto argue ﬁrlé’rly on any

B trivial
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trivial. Sub]e& in Company ; when
they dare {0 litele exert their Reafon
in grearer Matrers, - and are - forc'd
to argue lamely wherc they have
need of the - greateft A&ivity and
Strength And therefore the fame
thing happens here as in ﬁrong and
healthyBodys which are debar'd their

natural Exercife, -and confi’d -in a
narrow Spact. They are forc'd to

- T X - o

ufe- odd Geﬁurc.s and Contortions.
They have 2 fort of A&ion, - and

move {till, tho W1th the worft Grace
1macnr;able For “the animal Spirits
in firch found and a&ive Limbs can-
not lie dead, or without Employ—
ment. hnd thus the natural free Spi-
rits of 1 mgemous Men, if imprifon’d
and contrould, will find out other
ways of Motlon torelieve themfelves

in their Conftramt . and whether it. be
in Burlefque, Mlmlcl\ry or Buffoone-
ty, they will be glad ac any rate to

v ent themfelves and be reveng'd on
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- If Men are forbid to {peak their
Minds feitoully on certain-Sibjects,
they will do it - ironically. "If they
are forbid to {peak at all upoa‘fuch
Subjects 5 or if they find it teally
dangerous for ‘em to-do {o ;--they
will then redouble their Difguife,
ivolve themfelvesin Myfterioufnefs,
and talk {o as hardly to be under-
ftood, or at leaft not plainly niters
preted, by thole who are difpos'd
to do ‘em a Milchiet.  And-thus
Raillery is brought more in fafhiod,
and runs into an Extreme, “Tis'the
perfecuting Spifit has rais'd the “ans
tering one.: And want of Liberty
may account for want of a trué Po~
litenefs, and for the Corruption: or
wrong Ufe of Pleafantry and "‘Hu.
mour. S
If in this refpect we ftrain the juft
meafure of what we call Wrbanity,
and are apt {ometimes to take 2
Buftooning, Ruftick Air, we ‘may
- B 2 thank
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thank the riﬂicubus Solemmty | and
four ‘Humour .of our ‘Pedagogues ;

or rather they may thank themfelves,

if . they in particular meet : with: the
heawe& of this kind: of Treatment

Enr it will naturally fall - heavieft,
where, the Conftraine has been the

feverclt. Thergreater the Weight i,
the blt,terer will be the Satyr, . The

higher the Slavery, the more exqul-.-
fire .che Buffoonery ,

“That.this i§ r&aﬂys fo may appear?
by{ }gpkm on:thofe. Countrys where
thg_fp;ntual Tyranny is higheft. . For.
the greateft of -Buffoons are the fta-
lians 2 and in cheir Wiritings, - in. their.

reer fort of Converfations, on their
Theatres, and .in their Streets Buf-
foorrery --and Burlefque aré- in the
hlgheﬂ: vogue. 1is the only man-
ner in which the-poor cramp 'd Wret-
ches can " difchazge 2 free Thought.

We mu[’s yield to ‘em the Superio-
my in thlS fort of Wit. For what

- S wonder
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wonder is it if we; who have more
of - Liberty, have lefs Dextérity “in
that egregious way of Raillety and
Ridicule : PR

*T'1S for this realon, 1 verily be-
lieve, that the Antients knew fo little
of this Spirit; and that there' s hatd-
ty fuch a thing found as mere Bur-
lefque in any Authors of the ‘politér
Ages. The mannerindeed in” which
they treated the -very graveft' Sub-
jects, was fomewhat different from -
that of our Days. Their Treatifes
were generally in a free and familiar
Stile.  ‘They chofe to give us the
Reprefentation of real Difcourfe and
Converle, by treating their Subjects
in the way of Dialogue and free De-
bate. The Scene was ufually laid at
Table, or in the publick Walks or
Meeting-Places ; and the ufual Wit
and'Humour of their real Difcourfes
appeardin thofe of their own com-

B3 - Poﬁn’g.
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pofing. And this was fair. For
without Wit and Humour, Reafon
can hardly haveits Proof, or be dif-
tngufhd. The Magifterial Voice
and high Strain of the Pedagogue,
commands Reverence and Awe,
“Tis of admirable ufe to keep Une
derftandings at a diftance, and oue
of reach. The other Manner, on
the contrary, gives the faireft hold,
and fuffers an Antagonift to ufe his
full Strength hand to hand, upon
even ground.

“Tis not to be imagin'd what ad-
vantage the Reader has, when he
can thus cope with his Author, who
is willing to come on 2 fair Stage
-with him, and exchange the Tragick
Buskin for an eafier and more natu-
ral Gate and Habit.  Grunace and
Tone are mighty Helps to Impofture.
And many aformal Piece of Sophif-
try holds proof under a fevere Brow,
which wou'd not pais under an eafy

| OHcy

s
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one. ~T'was the Saying of an an-
tient Sage, “ That Humour was the
“ only Teft of Gravity: and Gra-
“ vity of Humour. For a Subjeét
“ that wou'd not bear Raillery, was
“* fufpicious; and a Jeft that wou'd-
“ not bear a ferious Examination;
was certainly falfe Wit.”

But {ome Gentlemen there - are fo
full of the Spirit of Bigotry, and
falfe Zeal, that when they hear Prin-
ciples examin'd, Sciences and Arts.
inquird into, and Matters of Im-
portance treated with this Franknefs

of Humour, they imagine prefently
that all Profeffions muft fall to the

ground, all Eftablifhments come to
ruin, and nothing orderly or decent
be left ftanding in the World. They
fear, or pretend to fear, that Reli-
gion it lelf will be endanger? d by
this free Way 5 and are therefore as
- much alarm’d at this Liberty in pri-
vate Converfation, and under prus

Ba dent

<
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ent Marmgement, as 1f it were
orofly. us'd in publick Company, or
before the {olerneft; Aﬂ%mbly - But-
thp Cale, as I apprehend. it;. is far:
different.  For you are to remembet
(my Friend) ‘that T am writing to'
you- in dt’:fencc only of the leerty
oF the Club, 2and ot that {ort. of Free-
dom which is taken am,ongﬁ, - Gentle-
men. and  Friendsy, who know. one a-
nother perfectly well, And that tis
.natural for me to defend, L1berty,
with this reftnéhon you may infer

from the wery Nouonl have of Ll--
DEE;V_. it fﬂif | ~
"Tis ﬁ:relya Violation of the Free-
'dr:m of pubth Allemblys, for any
one-to -take-the Chair who - is not
call'dtoit,  To ftart Queftions, or
manage Deuatea, which offend the
Peblick- -Ear, is to be wanting in that
Refpedt. which is due to common
Sol..ie :v. . Such Subjeéts fhou'd ejther
..otbe treated at all in pubhck or in-

fuch
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fuch 2 manner as, to eccafion no
Scanddl or Difturbance:.. The Puib-
lick is'not to be :langhid at, to its
Face 5 or {otold of igs‘,EQ-ﬁ){s; as to;
make it think it {elf contemn’d,
And what is. contrary t6:good Breed-
ing,"1s inthis relpect as’ contrary to
Liberty. It belongs to Men of {la-
vifh Principles, to affe& 2 Superiority
over the Vulgar, and. to.defpile the
Multitude. - ‘Theé Lovers.of Mainkind;
refpect - and - honout-: Conventions
and Societys of Men. And in mix'd
Company and’ Places, where Men
are met promifcuonfly, en account
of Diverfion or Affairs, ’tis an Im-
polition and Hardfhip to force 'em
to hear what they diflike, and to
treat of Matters ina Diale&, which
many who are prefent have perhaps
been never usd to. “Tis a breach
of: the . Harmony of publick Con-
verfation, to take things in fuch 2
mgh Key, asis above the common
- | Reach,
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Reach, puts others to filence, and
robs them of their Privilege of Turn.
But as to private Society, and what
pafles in fele® Companys, where
Friends meet - knowingly, and with
- that very defign of exercifing their
Wit, and looking freely into all Sub-
jeéts 5 I fee no pretence for any one
" to be offended at the way of Rail-
fery and Humour, which is the very
Life'of fuch Converfations ; the on-
ly ~ thing . which makes good Com:-
pany, and frees it from - the Forma-
licy of Bufinefs, and the Tutorage
and Dogmaticalnels of the Schools.

" T O return therefore to our Ar-
gument. If the beft of our mo-
dern Converlations ate apt to run
chiefly upon Trifles; if rational Dif-
courfes (efpecially thofe of a deeper
Speculation) “have loft their Credit,
and are in difgrace becaufe of their
Formality 5 there is reafon for more |
DR Allowance
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Allowance in the way. of Humour
and Gaiety. - An eafier Method of
treating thele Subjects; will make ‘em
more agreeable and familiar. To
dipute about "em, will be the fame
as about other Matters. . They need
not {poil good Company, or take
from the Eafe or Pleafure of a po-
lite Converfation. And the oftner
thefe Converfations are renew’d, the
better will be their Effet. We fhall

grow better Reafoners, by reafoning
pleafantly, and at our eafe ; taking
up, or laying down thefe Subjeéts as
we fancy. So that upon the whole,
I muft own to you, I cannot be {can-
‘daliz’d at che Raillery you took no-
tice'of, nor atthe Effeét it had upon
our Company. The Humour was

agreeable, and the pleafant Confu- |
flion which the Converfation ended

in, is at this time as pleafant to me
upon RefleCtion; when I confider,

Hf,hat inftead of being difcourag’d
o 4 from
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from re’fufning the Debi'te, we\wé'r.é
{o much the readier to meet again
at any time, and difpute upon the
{ame Subjeéts, even with more Eafe
and Satisfaction than before. -

We had been 2 long while enter=
taind, you know, upon the Subject
of Morality and Relizion. And amidft
the different Opinions which were
- ftarted and maintain'd by feveral of
the Partys, with a great deal of Life
and Ingenuity ; one or other wou'd
every now and then take the Liber-
ty to appeal to CoMMON SENSE.
Every one allowd the Appeal, and
was willingto ftand the Trial. “No
one but was aflurd. Common: Senfe.
woud jultity him. - But ‘when' Iflue
was joind, -and.the Caufe examin'd
at the Bar, there coud be no Judg-
ment given. The Partys however
were not “lefs forward in renewing
their Appeal, on the very next occa-
fion that prefented. No one 'wou'd
-, . offer
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offer to. call ‘the Authority’ of: the
Court in queftion ;. till 4 Gentleman,
whofe good - HUnderftanding ‘was ne-
yer:yet doubted of; defird the Com:
pany very gravely, that they wou'd
teth-him what Common Senfewas: -
At 'by the word Senfe :we.were to
underftand.. Opinion and:Judgment,
and by the word. comman the Genera-
ity or any conhiderablerpare of Man-
kind; ‘twoud: be: hard:the: faid, to
difcover -where:the. Subjeét of comi-
mon Senfe coud lie.” . For:thdt which
‘wast-according “‘to - the Senfé of one
Part of Mankind, was againft the
Sedfe-of another. And if the Ma-
Jority: were..to ‘determine .common
Senfe, it wou'd.'change as. often as
Men chang'd: That which was ac-
cording to: common Senfe to. day,
woud be the contrary to morrow,
or {foon afeer. = - - o
- But notwithftanding the different
Judgments of Mankind in moft Sub-

jects,

!
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je&s, there were fome however in
which twas {uppos'd they all agreed
and had the fame Thoughts in com-
mon.—— I he Queftion was ask’d
il Where 2 ¢ For whatever was' of
“ any moment, twas fuppos’d, mlght

“ be reducd under the head of . Q{e..
“ ligion, Policy, or Morals. ~ ..
“ Of the Differences - in RELI-
¢ 1oN there -was no occafion to
{peak :-the Cale was fo well known
“ to all, and fofeelingly underftood
“ by Chrﬂ’cxans, in particular, among
“ themfelves. They had made {ound
¢ ExPerunent upon one another s
each Party in their turn. . No En.
deavours had been wanting on the
““ fide of any particular Sec. Which-
“ ever -chanc’'d to have the Power,
fail'd not of putting all means.in
execution, to make their private
Senfe the Pubhck one. Butallin
vain. Common Senfe was as hard
{till ro-determine as Catholick ot Or-
“ thodox.

43
4 4
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“ thodox,  Whit with-ong’ was id-
“ .conceivable Myftery, to another
““ .wasof ealy-Comprehenfion. What
“to one,was Abfurdity, .to another
‘“ was Demonftration. - -

- ““ Astor Poricy 5. ‘What Senf¢
“ or whofe. cou’d be call'd common,
“ was equally a Queftion: It plain
. Britifh or Dutch Senfe- were right;
“ “Turkifh and French Senfe muft cer-
“-. tainly be very wrong. And as
““ mere Nonfenfe as Paffive -Obe-
““_dience feem'd to fome of -us ;- we
“ founditto’ be the common Senfe
“~of a great Party amonglt our
" felves, a. greater Party in Ewrope,
- and perhaps the greateft Part of
°* all the World befides, :

“ As for Moravrs; the diffe-
“ rence, if poffible, was ftill wider.
“ For without confidering the Opi-

nions and Cuftoms of the many
* barbarous and illiterate Nations |

¢ we faw that even the few who had’
““ attain'd

[44
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attalnd 20 riper*Letfers, and" to
“ Philofophy, coud “fiever as et
“ agree on ‘one and the firne Syftem,
or -acknowledg : the- {arde” moral
Principles. ‘And fofiieévin of our

moft admir'd miodern Phllofophers
“ Had fairby vold us;; “that Virtue “and
““ Vice had, - after all ‘ne -other Law
oot Mfzaﬁne, than mere Faﬂnmz and
- Vogue oo |

e mlght havf: appeafd perhaps
unfan: in otit ‘Friendsyhdd theyf treatec{
only the graver Sub]eé’ta in this man~.
ner; and Tifer'd thie lighter to el
cape. For-in the gayer Part of Llfe,
our Follys are as {olemn as in the
more {erious. The fault is, we car-

ry the Laugh but balf-way. The falfe
Earneft is 1 udlculd buc the falfe Jeft
pafles fecure, and becomes as errant
Deceit as the other. Our Divetfions,
our Plays, our Amufernerits become
folemn. We dream of Happmeﬂ%s,
and Pofleffiens, and ‘Injoyments- in

) which

€C
44
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which we have no Underftanding, no
Certainty ; and yet we purfue thefe
as: the ‘beft known and ‘moft ceftain
things in" the World. = There is'no-
thing {o foolifh and déluding as «
partial - Scepticifm.  For whilft " the
Doubt is caft only on" one fide, the
Certdinty grows {o much ftronger on
the other.” Whilft only one Face of
Folly appeéars ridiculous, - the 'othet
grows mote {olemn and deceiving; -
- But twas not thus with our Friends.
They {feem’d better Criticks, and rhore
ingenious, and fair ih their way “of
queftioning receivd Opinions, and
expofing’ the Ridicule* of - Fhings.
And it you will allow 'me to carry on
theirHumour, I will venture to make
the Expetiment thfoughout; 4nd try:
what'certain’ Khowledg or Affurance
of thirigs tay be recover'd, in that
- very ‘way, by which all Certainty,
-you thought, was loft, and an end-
lefs Scepticifm introducd,
‘. @ iF
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- IF a Native of Ernioria
were on 2 fudden tranfported into
EurorE,and plac’d eitherat P ar s
or VENICE ata time of Carnival,
when the general Face of Mankind
was difguis d, and almoft every Crean
ture wore a Mask 5 ’tis probable he
wou'd for fome time be at 2 fland,
cer he difcoverd the Cheat s not
imagining that 2 whole People
coud be {o fantaftical, as upon A-
greement, at an appointed time, to
transform themfelves by 2 Variety of
Habits, and make it a {olemn Prac..
tice to impofe on one another, by this
univerfal Confufion of Charaders
and Perfons. “Tho he might at firfk
have look'd on this with a ferious
Eye, it wou'd be hardly poffible for
him to hold his Countenance, when
he had perceivd what was carrying
on. The EurRoPEANs, on their

o { - 'ﬁde,

™. |
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fide, might laugh perhaps at this Sim-
plicity. Butour ETrio?1aN woud
certainly laugh with better reafon.
"Tis eafy- to {ee which of the two
woud be ridiculous. For he who
laughs, and is himfelf ridiculous,
bears a double fhare ot Ridicule.
However, fhou'd it {fo happen, thar
in the Tranfport of Ridicule our
Etuiorian, having his Head (till
running upon Masks, and knowing
nothing of the fsir Complexion and
common Drefs of the EuroPEANS,
fhou'd upon the fight of a natural
Face and Habit, langh juft as heartily
as before; woud not he in his turn
become ridiculous, by carrying the
Jeft too far; when by a filly: Pre-
{umption he took Nature for mere
Art, and miftook perhaps a Man of
Sobriety- and Senfe for one of thofe
ridiculous Mummers ?

There was a time when Men were
accountable only for their Aions

C 2 and
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and Behaviour. "~ Their Opinions were
left to -themfelves. They had Li-
berty to differ in thefe; as in their
Faces.. Every one took the Air and
Look .which was natural to him. But
in-procefs of time, it was thought
decent to mend Mens Countenances s
and render their intelleGtual Com-
plexions uniform and of 2 fort.
Thus the Magiftrate became a Dreffer,
and in his turn was drefs'd too ; when
he had given up his Power to a new
Order-of Tire-men. But tho it was
agreed that there was only one certain
and true Drefs, one fingle peculiar Air,
to which it was neceflary all People
fhoud conform 5 yet the Mifery was,
that neither the Magiftrate, nor the’
Tire-men themielves, -coud refolve,
which of the various Modes was the.
exaft true one. :Imagine now, what
the Effe& of this-muft needs be ;.
when Men became perfecuted: thus on
every {ide about their A and Feamreé |
| an



— s -

qf Wit and Humour. 37

—'—_-*=

[
)
L] s

and were put to their fhifts how to
adjuft’ and compofe their Mein, ac-
‘cording to the Mode; when a_thou-
{fand Models, a thoufand Patterns of
Drefs were current, and alter’d every
now and then, upon occafion, accor-
ding to Fafhion and the Humour of the
Times. Judg whether Mens Coun-
tenances were not like to grow -con
ftrain’'d,and the natural Vifage of Man-
kind, by this Habit, diftorted, con-
vuls'd, and render'd hardly knowable.
But as unnatural or artificial as the
general Face of Things-may have
been render'd by this unhappy Care
of Drefs, and Over-Tendernefs for
the Safety of Complexions s we “muft
not therefore imagine that all Faces
are alike befmeard or plaifterd. All
-15 not Fucus, or mere Glofs. Nor 1s
the Face of Truth lefs fair and beau-
titul, for all the counterfeit Vizards
which have been put upon her.” We
mult remember the Carnival, and what
- C 3 the
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the Occalion has been of this wild
Concourfe and Medly: who were
the Inftitutors of it: and to what
end Men were thus fer a work
and amusd. We may laugh {uffi-
ciently at the original Cheat; and, -
if pity will fuffer us, we may make
our felves diverlion enough with the
Folly and Madnefs of thofe who are
thus caught, and practisd on, by
thefe Impoftures. But we muft re-
member ‘withal .out ETuiorsan,
and beware, left by taking plain
Natnre for a Vizard, we. become
more. ridiculous than the. People
whom we ridicule, . .
Had 1t been your Fortune (my
Friend!) to have livid in Asta ap
the time when the Mag1 by an
egregious Impofture got pofleflion of
the Empire ; no doubt but you wou'd
have had a deteftation of the A& -
And perhaps the very Perfons of the
Men might have grown {o odious ta

you,
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you, that after all the Cheats and
Abufes they ‘had committed, you
might have feen em difpatch'd with
as relentlefs an eye as our later Euro-
pean Anceftors faw the Deftruction of
a like politick Body of Conjurers,
the Knights Templars ; who were al-
moft become an Over-Match for the
Civil Soveteign. Your Indignation
perhaps mighe have carry'd you to
propole the razinfg_ all Monuments
and Memorials of. thefe Magicians.
You might have refolvd not to leave
{fo much as their Houfes ftanding.
But if it had happen'd that thefe Ma-
gicians, in the time of their Domi.-
nion, had made any Colleion of
Books, or haa compil'd any them-
{elves, in which they had treated of
Philofophy, or Murals, or any other
Science, or Part of Learning ; wou'd
you have carry'd your Refentment
{0 faras to have extirpated thefe al-
{o, and condemn'd every Opinion

Cy o
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or Doctrine, which they had efpous’d,
for no other reafon than merely be.
caufe they bad efpousd it ¥ Hardly a
ScvrHiaN, a TARTAR, or a
Go1H, woud act or reafon fo ab-
{urdly. Much lefs wou'd you (my
Friend!) have carey’d on this M a-
GOTHONY, or Pricfl-Maflacre, with
{uch a barbarous Zeal. For, in
good earneft, to deftroy a Philofo-
phy inhatred to a Man, is as emant
2 Tartar-Notion, as to deftroy or
murder 2 Man 1h order to-plunder
him ot his Wity and get the Inheri-
tance of his Underftanding, |

- I muft confefs indeed, that had
tne Inftitutions, the Statutes, and Re
sulations of this antient Hierarchy,
been all of "em refembling the fun-
damental one, of the Order it {elf,
they might with a great deal of Jul-
tice have been fupprefsd : For one
can’t withour fome abhorrence read
that Law of theirs ; ’

Nam
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Nam Magus ex Matre <& Gnato naf-

catur oportet. |

. But the Conjurers (as we'l rather
fuppofe) having confiderd that they
ought in their Principle to appear as
fair as poffible to the World, the bet-
ter to conceal their Praftice, found it
highly for their Intereft to efpoule
fome excellent moral Rules, and
eftablifh the very beft Maxims of
this kind. " They thought it for their
advantage perhaps, on their firft {et-
ting out, to recommend the greateft
Purity of Religion, the greateft In-
tegrity of Life and Manners. They
may perhaps too, in general, have
preach’'d up Charity and Good-will.
They may, for the moft part, have
fet to view the faireft Face of Humanp
‘Nature ; and together with their By-
Laws, and Political Inftitutions, they
may have interwove the honefteft
| | Morals
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Morals and beft Dodctrine in the
World. ~ o
How therefore fhon'd we have be-
havd our felves in this Affair? How
fhou'd we have carry'd our felves to-
wards this Order of Men, at the
time of the Difcovery of their Cheat,
and Ruin of their Empire ? Shou'd
we have falln to work inftantly
with their Syftems, ftruck at all their
Opinions and Doctrines without
diftin&ion, and ereCted a contrary
Philofophy in their Teeth? Shou'd
we have flown at every religious and
moral Principle, deny'd every natue.
ral and focial Affeétion, and ren-
derd Men as much Wolves as was
poffible to one another, whilft we -
defcrib’d "em fuch ; and endeavor'd
to make them fee themlelves by far
more monftrous and corrupt, than
with the worft Intentions it was ever
poffible for the worlt of ‘em to be-
come 2—This, youl fay, doubt-

lefs



R Of Wlt dnd Hum'()ﬁff 413
lels wou'd have been- a very pre-
pofterous Part, and cou'd never have
been acted bur by-mean Spirits, fuch
as had been held in awe, and over-
frichted by the Mae1 .

‘And yét an able and witty Philo-
pher of our Nation was, we know,
of late Years, fo poflefsd with a
Horrour of this kind, thatboth with
refpeét to Politicks and Morals, he
directly acted in this Spirit of Mafﬁzf
cre. The Fright “he took upon ‘the
Sight of the then governing Powers,
who -unjuftly aflum'd the Authority
of the People, ‘gave him fuch an
Abhorrence of all popular Govern-
ment, and of ‘the very Notion of
Liberty it {elfs that to. extinguifh it
tor ever, he recommends the very
extinguifhing of Letters, and ex-
hotts Princes not to {pare {o much as
anantient RomaN or GREER Hil-
torian.—Is not this in trath fome-
what Gothick 2 And: has not our

Philofo-
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Philofopher, in appearance, fomething
of the Savage, that he fhou'd ufe Phi-
lofophy and Learning as the Sc y-
THi1ANs are {aid tohave usd A na-
cHARs1s and others, for having vi-
{ited the Wife of GRE ECE, and learnt
the Manners of a polite People?
His Quarrel with Religion was the
{ame as with Liberty. The fame
Times gave him the fame Terror in
this other kind. He had nothing be-
fore his Eyes but the Ravage of En-
thufiafr, and the Artifice of *thofe,
who ‘raisd.and conduted: that ‘Spi-
rit. -And- the good fociable Man,
as favage and unfociable as he wou'd
make ‘himfelf and all' Mankind: 4p-
pear by hisPhilofophy, expos'd him-
felf during his Life, and took the
urmoft Pains; - that after his Death
we might be deliverd from the oc-
cafion of thefe Terrours. - He did
his urmoft to fhew wus, that both in
Religion and Marals we were im-

- posd
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posd on by our Governors; that
thete was nothing which by- Nature
inclin'd us either way ; nothing
which naturally drew us to the Love
of - what was without, or beyond onr
felves. - Tho.the Love of fuch great
Truths and Sovereign Maxims as he
imagin d: thefe to.-be, made him the
moft laborious of all Men in com-
pofing Syftems of this kind for our
Ufe; and forc'd him, notwithftand-
ing his natural Fear, to' run’ conti-
nually the higheft risk of being 2
Martyr for our Deliverance. |

Give me leave therefore (my
Friend!) on this occafion, to prevent
your Serioufnefs; and aflure you,
that there is no {uch mighty Danger
as we are apt to -imagine from thefe
fierce Profecutors of  Superftition,
who are fo jealous of every religious
or moral Principle. Whatever Sa-
vages they may appear in Philofophy,

they are in- their common Capacity

4 | as
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as Civil Petfons,  as one can wifh,
Their free commiuniciting of their
Principles may witnefs E)r' them.
“Tis the height of Sociablenels to
be thus friendly and commiunicative.
If the Principles indeed were cons
ceal'd from us, and made 4 Myftery 5
they might become confiderable.
Things are often made o, by being
kept as Seciets of a Sect or Party :
and nothing helps this more than
the Antipathy and Shynefs of a contra-
ry Party. If we fall prefently into
Horrours, and Coniternation, upon
the hearing Maxims which are
thought poifonons 5 we are in no Dif-
pofition to ufe that familiar and eafy
Part of Reafon, which is the beft
Antidote.  ‘The only Poifin to 'Rea-
{on, is Paffion. - For filfe Realoning
is foon redrefsd, -where Paflion:1s
removd. But if the very hearing
certain Propofitions of Philofophy
1s f{ufhicient to move our Paffion
(1S
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’tis. plain, the Poifon  has " already
gain'd onus, and we are effeGually
prevented in the ufe of our reafon-
ing Faculty.

~ Were it not for the Prejudices of
this kind ;i -what fhou'd-hinder us
from diverting our felves with the.
Fancy of -one of thefe: modern Re-
formers we have been {peaking of 2
What fhou'd we fay to one of thefe
Anti- Zealots, who, in the Zeal of
fuch a cool - Philofophy, fhou'd af=
-fure us_faithfully,  That we were
“ the moft miftaken Men in the
“ World, to imagine there was any
“ fuch Thing as natural Faith or
¢ Juftice 2 For that it was only
“ Force and Power which conftiruted
Right. Thar there was no fuch
thing in reality as Virtue; no Prin-

ciple of Order in thingsabove, - or
“ below ; no fecret Charm or Force
“ of Nature, by which every one
* was made to operate willingly or

o (( r- -
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“ unwillingly towards publick Good,
“ and punifl'd, and-tormented if
I A P
he did - othierwife.”——Is- not this
the very Charm it {elt? Is not the Geénw
tleman at thisinftant under the power
of it?—=" Sir! . The Philofephy
“ you have conde{cended to réveal to
“us is moft extraordinary. We are
““-beholden to you for your Infriic-
“ tion. Bu, %r_’ay, whence is this
“ Zeal in our behalf? What are 72
“ to You? Are You our Father 2 Or
“if You were, why this Concern-
for Us 2 Is there then fucha thing
as natural Affeclion 2- If not; why
 all this Pains, why all this Dan-
“ ger on our account? Why not
““ keep this Secret to Your: felf2 Of
“ what ufe is it to You, to take us
out of the Cheat 2 The more are
“ keprin it, the better. - "Tis dir¢&t-
“ ly againft Your Intereft to unde~
“ cetve Us, ‘and let us know that
“only private Intereft governs You,
* and

il =
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« agid that nothing ‘nobler, "o’ of a
« larger kind; fhou'd govern 'us,
“ whom you' converle' with. Leave
“ us ‘to our felves; “and to that At
“ by which we are happily ramd,
“ and render'd thus mild and fheepifh.
“ >Tis not fit we fhouid know that
“ by Nature we are all Wolves. Isit
“ poffible that one who has really
“ difcoverd himlelf fuch, fhoud
“ take pains to cummunicate fuch a
44 '

Difcovery ?°

IN realicy (my Friend!) a fevere
Brow may well be {par'd on this oc-
cafion ; when we are put thus upos
the Defence of common Honefly, by
fuch fair honeft Gentlemen, who are
in Praltice {o different from what
they woud appear in Speculation,
Knaves 1 know there are in Notion
and Principle, as well as in Praftice
who think all Honefty as well as
Religion a mere Cheat ; and, by 2

D very



