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portionsthie Beauty of A:rchlteé’cure +-
as . true. Mieafures  that of. Harmony
and. Mufick. In Poetry, whichas
2ll Fabley- Fruth fillois the Perfecs
tion.. : ‘And whoever is: Scholar: ea
nough- to read- the antient Phllofos-
pher, .of. his modernCopilts, upon
the nature 6f:2 Dramatick and Epick
Poem, -will::eaft ly underf’cand thls
account of Tiuth. .. .. 3
2 A-Painter, af he have any Ge-
nius,. underftands the: Trath and llm-
Ty of Deligns- and knows he is even
then unnatural when he follows: Na-
tiife - 100" dofe and ftrictly copys
Lifes For his Art allows him not'to
bring - All Nature into™his Piece; -but
z,@mt only. --However," his Piece;
if itbe beauriful, and carrys Truthy
muft be 2 While, by it lelf, com-
pleat, mdcpendent and withial as
greqt -and - comprehenfive - as he can
make "it.. So ‘that Particulars, on

this occafion, muft yield to the -ge-
neral Delign ; and all Things be
S {ubfer-
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ﬁlbf@ﬂlent 16 that™ Wthh 313 Pr1nc1-
pal 1 order to form a -cettdin Eaf
nef? of Sngt ’f mple clear and
wnited- View, - whlch wot d be: broken
and dlﬂ:ﬂlbd by the E:\preﬂion of
any ¢hing Pecuhar ‘or diftinét. -+

- Now the Variety of : Nature s
fuch' as to ‘diftinguifh evéry thing
{he forms, by a peculiar original Cha—
ra&er | whlch i Pcrlé’cly oblfervd,
will make the Sub et appe;n unhl\e
to any thing extant in the Wotld be-
{ides. But thlS Effe& the good Poet
and - Painter feek - Induf’cnouﬂ} {0
prevent. They hate Mimutenefs, and
are afraid of Singularity 5 which wou'd
make their Images, or Characters,
appear capricious a*ld fantaftical.
- The ‘mere Face-Painter, mdeed has
lietle in common wn:h the Poet
but, like the ‘mere Hiftorian, copys
what he fces and! mmmely ‘traces
every- Feature, and odd Mark:t *Tis
othetwife W1th the Men - of* Invenuon

and Defign. " “Tis ‘fromi’ the many
H Objedts
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Ob e&ts of Nature, a.nd not from 7

parttcufm one, -that thofe Genius’s form
the Idea of thﬁll‘ Work. Thus the
beft Artifts are faid to have been in-
'defaugable in {’cudymv the beft Sta-
rues : as. knowing ..them 2. better
Rule,, than the per e&e{’c Himan Bo-
dys - coud afford And thus fome
confiderable 'Wits have recommen-
ded the beft Poems: as Preferable to
the beft of Hl&ory . and -better
teaching the Trauth of Chara&ers, and
Nature of Mankind.

Nor. can this Cr1t1¢1ﬁn be thought
hwh-{’cram d. ThoFew confinethem-
felves to thefe Rules; Few are infen-
fible of 'em. Whatever Quiarter we
may give to our vitious Poets, or
other Compofers of - irregular and
{hort-livd Works; we know very
well that the- Pcandmﬂ‘ Pieces of g00d
Artifts muft be formd after 2 more
uniform way. ~ Every juft Work . of
theirs comes under thofe natural Rules

of Proportlon, and T? uth. The" Crea-
o : ture
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tute of .their Brain muft be like one:
of Wature’s Formation. It 'muft have
2 Body and Parts proportionable :
ot-the very Vulgar will ‘not -fail to
criticize the Wotk, when it has neither
Head-nor Tail. ~For - {o common Senfe
(according to juft Philofophy) judges
of thofe Works-which want the Juft-
nefs of . ¢ Whole,” and fhew their Au-
thor, however “curious and exa&

in -Particulars, to be in the main 2
very Bungler :

. Infelix operisfurama, quia ponere T otum
Nefcit, | :

Such is Poetical, and fuch (if I may
{o call ity Graphical, or Plaftick Truth.
Narrative, or Hiftorical Truth, muft
‘needs be highly eftimable 5 efpecial-
ly when we confider how Mankind,
who are become f{o'deeply interefted -
in it, have fufferd by the want of it.
“Tisiclelt a part of Moral Truth. To
be a Judg in one, requires 2 Judgment
in theother.  "The Morals, the Cha-
i H 2 racter,
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racfter and Génius - of an *Author
mulft bc thorawly - confider'd : And
the Hiftorian. or Relater of Thmcs
lmPortant to Mankmd,‘ muft, Who-
ever -he -bé,--approve himfelf, many.
Ways to:Hs; borh in relpect: of his
Judemient, - Ca.ndour and - Difinte-
reﬁedncfs -eer we are. bound to take
any. thma on his: Authority. : And-as
for critical Tmtb 3 or the]udgment and
Determination of what Commenta-
tors, Tran{lators, Paraphraﬁs _Gram-
marians, and others have, onthis.oc-
cafion, &eln erdtous; in thcmldf’cof
{uch Varlety of Sme (uch different
Readings, {uch Interpolatlons and

Coar[lptlona in the - Originals 5 {uch
Miftakes of Copilts: Tranfcrlbefs,Edl.
tors, and a hunclred {iich Accidents,
o W hich antient Books are fubjeét ;
i“ecomi.,s upon the whole; - Mat.

ter of nice- Sp;,cuﬂztzo;z (:onﬁdci-unﬂr
withal, -that the Reader; tho an abl

-L;ﬁﬁa_ﬂ& mult. b{_ fupported by. {o
TENY ther H_ﬁlpa irom Chlironolg-

5>
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gy, 11Natura,1 Ph;lofophy, ; Geomg,..
Phy -and 0th¢r Sciences. - ..

., And thus many previoys Tmtbs are
ta; be.examin’d, and: underffood, in
order - to Judg rightly. of H frorical
Truth, .and of - the palt Aéhons and
Cucum{’cances of Mankmd -as, deli=
yerd down to us by antient. Authors
of different. Natlogs ‘different Times,
and differentin their Characers and
Interefts.- Some Mo: al and. (szlofo-
phical T mtbs there -are withal “fo evis
dent .in. themfelves that “twou’'d be
ealler - to imagine. hd.lf Mankmd to
have run mad, and omd in one
and-the {ame Specn.s of Folly, than
to -admit any thing as Truth, which
fhoud be advancd againft fuch N
tural  Knowledg, fmzdamenm Reafon,
and common Senfe ‘,

And this T have mentlond the ra-
ther, becaule fome modern Zealots
appear to have no beteer: knowledg
of TRrutw, not better .manner of

Judﬁmﬂ it, than by counting Ncyés
By
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By this Rule, “if -they ‘can poll .ai
indifferent Number‘out of *a "Mob 5
if they can but produceé & Set: of
La_ncajbf{é- Noadlg‘s; remote provin-
cial Head-Pieces, or vifiohary Aflems
blers, - to- atteft a Story of & Witch
apon_a Broom-Stick, and’ 4Flight in the
Air s they triumiphin the folid Proof
of their new Prodigy, and cry, Mag-
nd eft Veritas & pravalebu!

- Religion, no doubt;*is much in.
debted fo thele "Men "of Prodigy s
who, -in fuch adifcérning Age; wou'd
fet her on the foot“6f ; popular “Tra-
dition ; and ventiife her “on the {ame
bottom ‘with Parifh-T'alés, and Gof-
fiping Storys of Tmps, Goblins; and
Demoniacal Pranks; invented to fright
Children, or make Pra&ticefor com-
mon Exorcifts, and Cunning-Men. - Fot
by that Name, you know, Country
People-are usd to call thofe:Dealers
in Myftery, who are thought tocon-
jure a2 an honeft way, and'foil the De-
vil arhis ownWeapon:

But
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~.-But now (my Friend !). ’tis time
to.put an End-to thefe Reflettions ;
left- by endeavouring to .expound
things any further, I fhou'd bedrawn
from ‘my way of FHumour, to ha-
rangue ‘profoundly- on thefe. Subjects.
But {hou'd you find I had moraliz'd
in any tolerable ‘manner, according
to: common Senfe; and without Canting ;
T-coud be faustyd with- my Perfor-
mance, {uch asit is, without fearing
what Difturbance . I might poffibly
give to fome formal Cenfors.of - the
Age; whofe Difcourfes and Writings
areof another' ftrain.. -T1-have taken
the' Liberty,. youfee, to:laugh, upon
fome Occaftons i~ And 3f T'have ei-
ther laugh'd :wrong,. oribeen impet-
tinently feriéus; Ican be content “to
be laugh'daty in my Turn. “If T am
rail'd at, 1 can langh (ill, as before s
and with frefh Advantage to my
Caufe.  For tho, in uruth,” there
cou'd be nothinglefs a laughing Mat-
ter, than the provok’d Rage, 11I-Will,
and Fury of certain zealous Gentle-

LI men,
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men,: were they arm'd ‘as-of late:days
they have been'known 5 yet as ‘the
Magiftrate has fince taken care to pare
their Talons, there is nothing “very
terrible in-theit Encounter.  On'the
contrary,_ there is {omething comi=
calin the Café.. -1t ‘brings to :on€’s
mind the Fancy of thofe Grotefque
Figures, and “Dragon-Faces, " which
are {e¢n often in the Frontifpiece, and
on the Corner Stones ‘of old Build-
ings. ~Theyfeem plac'd there, asthe
Defenders-and Supporters ot the Edifice;
but with “all - their- Grimace, are as
harmlefs to People. without, as. they
are ufelefs to the Building within.
Great Efforts of Anger ‘to licle pur-
pole,- ferve for Pleafantry and Farce.
Exceeding Fiercenefs, with perfect In:
ability and Impotence,  makes the high- -
ot Ridicule. 12 MR.38 -
I am,
. Dear Friend, ..
- AffeGionately Yours.
FINTIS
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