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of fuch Afliftances and as a further fatif-
faction 1n this Point, the Colle@ion of un-
common Curiofities, which Pope feems to
hint at, were taken from the Daily Fournal,
April the 5th, 1728

Index to the Dunciad, page 121.

‘“ By Edward Ward., Of his [ meaning
“ Pope] being brib'd by a Duchefs to Saty-
““ rize 7 a certain Gentleman in the Pillory.

Anfwer.

Edward Ward, 1n his Poem againft 4/ex-
ander Pope, never tax’'d him with being brib’d
by a Dutchefs, upon the account of anyLibel
or Satyr whatfoever; therefore, how that
high Title, inftead of a great Lady, came
into Pope’s Head, except 1t was owing to a
guilty Confcience, 1s fomewhat difficult to
iinagine ; however, Pope has not as yet deny’d
himfelf to be the Author of that barbarous
piece of Scandal, with which he is charg’d ;
and as to the Bribery, perphaps Ward might
be miftaken, for, in all probability, Pope
might perform his Work e'er he receivid his
Wages, and fo, what would have been a Bribe
beforehand, only became a Reward after: a
piece of Pope’s Sophiftry to evade the Truth
of what he was atham’d to own.

Index
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Index, page 124. under the Letter W.

““ Ward Edward, a Poet and Ale-houfe-
““ keeper 1n Moorfields:

Anfwer.

This Mifnomer of Ale-houfe-keeper 1n
Moarfields, Pope Alexander of Twickenbam,
{feems wonderfully fond of3 but, 1t 1s {ur-
prifing to me, that the little angry Gentle-
man, with all his boafted Wit, Learning,
and other {uperior Qualifications, can project
no better a Method to leflen or traduce an
Adverfary, than by falfe Reprefentations,
erounded upon the idle Reports of fuch de-
ceitful Flatterers and Spies, as he treats daily
at his own Houfe for Intelligence. He might
as well have faid in his Index. Ward Edward
a Tavern-keeper in Moorficlds, but then he
had told Truth, and loft the {atisfaction of
impofing a Falfity upon his Readers; for Ly-
ing is a ferviceable Talent 1n a Paper War,
which the World begins to find our diminu-
tive Satyrift a compleat Malfter of.

Suppofe, Ward fhould {ay, 1n an Index un-
der the Letter P, that Pope Alexander keeps
a Houfe of Intrigue at Twickenbam, in order
to curry favour with Quality,  and that’s the
Reafon why fo many Gentlemen and Ladies
are his conftant Subfcribers. All this 1s as

true, as that Ward keeps an Ale-houfe in
G 2 Moor.,
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Moorfields, tho he lives there, But that |
which makes the infincerity of Pope the more
provoking, is, his reporting things contrary
to his own Knowledge and Con{cience, for
Pope has drank Wine at Ward’s Houle, and
knows 1t to be a Taverns; yet, to fthow hrs
profound Judgment 1n the Art of Mendac:lo.
quence, he could not forbear tranflating i
into an Ale-houfe; infinuating thereby, tha:
Ward is poflefs’d of no other Qualification;
than what are direétly {utable to {o humbl:
~ a Stationy and thus does our little celebrated
Satyrift, too plainly difcover, 1n his abufiv:
Writings, the flender regard he has to Truth,
and that his principal Talent, or rather Va.
nity, lies in making himfelf appear great by
rendering other Perfons little: either coining
for his own ufe, or taking upon truft
the fouleft untruths imaginable to {erve hi
mercenary Purpofes, which unfair Pradtic
happens to recal into my Mind, anold Diftich
of Tom Brown’s, 11 this cale not unapplica
ble, viz.
This curfed Trade of Verfifying,
Will bring us all to Hell, for Lying.
Confidering what a croud of Sub{cribers Poy:
‘has had to his Works, and the many ingen:
ous Advocates he thinks he has juftly deferv’
he may well complain, as he does in the Prc
- face to the firft Edition of 'his Dunciad, th
face _ “
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“ of all this Number, not a Man bath (tood up
““to fay one Word in bis defence.” Adding
further, | |

““ The only exception 1s the Author of the
“ following Poem, [7.e. The Dunciad| who
““ doubtlefs, had either a better infight 1nto
¢“ the grounds of this Clamour, or a better O-
“¢ pinlon of Mr. Pope’s Integrity, join’d with
°“ a greater perfonal Love for him, than any

““ other of his numerous Friends and Admi-
€¢ '
rers.

4

Pray, what canany Reader otherwife infer
from the foregoing Words, but that Pope 13
a greater lover and admirer of himfelf, than
any of his ¥riends are of him 5 or, that he 1s
not the real Author of the Dunciad ; which
if he would but publickly acknowledge, and
put the Saddle upon the right Horfe, 1 believe
the Gentlemen affronted in that unmannerly

- Satyr, would be very ready to ftifle their Re-
fentments, and be willing to atk Mr. Pope’s
Pardon ; but if he be fond of fathering an
1ll-thap’d Baftard, not of his own begetting,
only becaufe it is like him, I think he has
abus’d himfelf in pretending to be the Parent
of fuch a {candalous Brat as the true I'ather
1s atham’d of.

But why fhould Pepe wonder, that {o few
Men of Letters, upon the prefent Occafion

| | thould
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thould appear 1n his behalf, fince he cannot
but know, that he has loft more Friends by
his Dunciad, than ever he got by his Homer 5
and now, at laft, to make the Town amends
for the many Abufes he has put upon the
Publick, he has pufh’d into the World a frefh
Edition of the fame fcurrilous Poem, in 4z0,
to which he has aflded all the venomous Ad-
vantages that his poyfon’d Malice could ex-
hibit, to encreafle the Bulk and advance the
Price of his Layftall ; asif he meant tolevyit
as an expeniive Tax upon thofe Gentlemen,
who often buy what they feldom read, ard
as often praife or condemn what they are no
Judges of. Abundance of thefe are Pope’s beft
Advocates,whoalways {peak in favour of what
ever he writes, and think 1t petty Treafon to
read any thing againft him : Tho' I cannot
but acknowledge, fome of his Friends, efpe-
cially thofe that he moft proudly boafts of,
to be great Judges, becaufe they are Great
Perfons s yet 1 have often oblerv'd, among
Men of Letters, as well as Booklellers, who
make it their bufinefs, in their Walks, to
examine old Books upon Stalls, 1n hopes to
‘meet with fomething worth their purchafing,
that whenever they glance upon a Title-page,
and find at the bottom thereof, Written by
a Perfon of Quality, they gently turn down
the Cover of the Book, without aﬂ«:inlg the

‘rice,
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Price, or looking farther into it : which {ufs
ficiently fhows, that Pope’s boafted Quality,
tho’ he may find 'em bountiful Patrons, or
eenerous Subfcribers, are feldom efteem’d as
ocood Authors, whatever they may be for

Judges-. |
But that which furprizes the Town, as
well as 1t does Mr. Pope, 1s, to find that
among a Hundred Thoufand of his Friends
and Admirers, (according to his own Com-
putation) {carce one Englifh Penman, thro’
the whole Quarrel, has appear’d in his de-
fence, except under the Rofe, which unhap-
py omiflion has given fome of his Adverfa-
ries good reafon to fufpe&, that moft of his
Subfcribers have thought themfelves impos’d
upon, in buying Gold too dear; and there-
fore by flackening the encouragement they
formerly us’d to give him, have put the
little Gentleman out of Humour with his
own Fraternity ; as if they were the Perfons
that had eclips’d his Glory and undermin’d
his Intereft 5 when, 1n {hort, himf{elf hasonly
forfeited the efteem of the Publick by his abu-
five Poems and other mercenary Produtions,
making common Sale therein of f{everal
Mens Reputation, who never troubl’d their
Heads about him, till he had openly affron-
ted them, by building a tott’ring Pyramid of
his own Self-praife upon their Dunghils :
info-
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infomuch that in the prefent Quarrel he has
foolithly drawn upon himfelf, by the advice
of {omebody that meant hun no good, but
flatter’d him into an Error, (as Dryden did
Creech) he has not as yetr found any Sup-
porters to his {inking Reputation, but what
he was forc’d to borrow, firft from Ireland,
and fecondly from Noith-Brisain, whofe ful-
{fome Flatteries, with a tedious Colle&ion of
further Teftimonies of Pope’s great Abilities,
inferted by himfelf, or Order, accompany'd
with an unmerciful heap of abufive Remarks,
Imitations, Lifts, Parallels, Appendixes, Ad-
vertifements, ftolen Prefaces, and Indexes ;
befides a long f{urfeiting Prolegomena, and a
dull trifling Periocha, either to let the World
know that he underftands Greek, or to puz-
zle his' Admirers and {end moft of ’em to a
Lexicon 3. {fo that turning over the Poem,
I fancy’d the Author (not forgeting his Ci-
vility to Mr. Curl) had loaded his Satyr with
a freth Dofe of Poyfon, becaufe it was fo
fuddenly {well’d from a little thin-gutted
Duodecimo, to a huge pot-bellyd Quarto;
-and, as I thought, fo I found it : .therefore
conceiv'd it not improper to prepare the pre-
fent Antidote, that Perfons prejudic’d againit
any Author, by fucking Venom from the
Dunciad, might bé eafily reftor'd to their

impartial Senfes, at a much {maller Expel_r;ce‘
| | than
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than they contralted the Infetion, if they
have any Faith 1n the Do&or 3 for Trueh 13

the only Orvietan in the World to expel the

poyfen of Falfhood : Yle therefore {corns to
adminifter any thing to the Publick, but
what is juftifiable in Prattice ;5 tho’ thould
he {train a Point 1n relation to that poetical
Peftilence Pope has {pread among us, he

could not repert lefs T'ruth of him than he
has {aid of others.

When Lyes (&Y pafs for Satyr, with the Town,
And grofs Ill-manners be accounted civil,
Then Poer P

For none can claim precedence but the D —-q

fhall wear a Laurel-Crown,

And be, great Prince of Darknefs and of Air,
That lends affiffance to each lying Satyr,
Perbaps, thro’ Pride, no greater love may bear

To Laurel, than he does to Holy-water :

If [0, then P —— who is fo fond of Praife,
And famous for malicious verfifying,
May plead the next best Title to the Baies,

I mean fuch Baies as may be won by Lyings
H It
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It is very pithily obferv’d by Pope’s Nor-
thern Advocate, that Aen are not Bunglers
becaufe they are Poor, but Poor becaufe they
are Bunglers. Nor indeed are fome Poets
i'latter’d becaufe they are Proud and Infolent,
but Proud and Infolent becaufe they are Flat-
tcr'd.  Nor will one Man’s Riches procure
other People Brains, but other Peoples Brains
may procure onie Man Riches. Both which
Maxims, I believe, Mr. Pope may allow, are
founded upon Truth, by his own Experience.
But, as a fuller Anfwer to that equivocal ;
Scrap of Sophiftry before recited, I {hall fur-
ther add, that Homer, tho @ Beggar was the
Prince of Poets : And the very remembrance
of that alone, had his Tranflator had the
leaft Modefty, would have been {ufficient,
1n the Opinion of -the Wife, to have ftopd
the Mouths and Pens both of himfelf and his
Flatterers from refle¢ting upon Poverty s fince
they cannot but know, that Wit and Wealth
are feldom concomitants and that Nece/~
fty, in all Ages, hath prov’d the Mother of
Invention, or fo many f{luggith Afles would
never have prick’d up their goldenHtars, if they
had not firft been beholding ta brighter Heads
than their own, for what, without Merit in
themfelves, they are too often proud of:
Therefore nothing is more fcandalous 1n a.
Man of Profperity, than to triumph over Me-

Y18
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rit in Adverfity 3 fince the greateft Wits and
moft ufeful Proje&ors, in all Nations, have
been ever noted for the narrownefs of their
Fortunes, except Mr. Pope and his Affiftants,
who, I fuppofe, are aill too rich to make an

addition to the number.

In fhort, let Fortune have plac’d the know-
ing or obferving part of Mankind in what
Station of L.ife foever, yet, if any of the num-
ber happens to have a Talent or Genius 1n
Poetry, or other Science, I {ee no right the
proudeft Contemporary has to debar him the
ufe of it. If {uch a dominion over the Mufes
fhould be lodg’d in any-Man, it ought to be
in the Poet-Lauieat : Therefore it 1s little
lefs than poetical Rebellion in a Pretender,
to ufurp that Authority, which more pro-
perly belongs to Apollo’s Vicegerent, and not
to fuch an 1mperious Charalterizer as never
yet has been thought worthy of the Bales,
except by a Northern Gentleman, whno has
wrote as extravagantly in his Praife, as if
the Reward he aim’'d at was to fhare 1n the
Poet’s Reputation.. When, 1 am certain,
Pope cannot forbear laughing in his Sleeve
at the Zeal of his Friend, who, to {how him-
{elf a Man of Courage, fhould jump {o readi-
ly into a foolith Quarrel where nothing 1s

to be got but Blows.
H 2 Sup-
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Suppofe Mr. Pope was 1nvefted with the
Power of laying {uch an Embargo upon the
Pens of his Brethren, as that none of their
Writings fhould pals the Prefs without his
¥.icenfc or Approbatton, (if a Man may crave
leave to guefs at his Temper) I am apt to
think, that the very Perfons who have di-
itinguifli’'d themfelves 1 his favour, would
be equally liable to his wholfome Severities,
with thofe that have wrote againft him ; for
tic that takes delight 1n expofing other Mens
Foibles, 1s {feldom burthen'd with over-much
Gratitude.,  Befides, Mr. Pope 1s a Gentle-
man of fo much prudence as to confider, that
he can more eafily penctrate into the Failings
of a Friend than the Debilities of an Enemy
efpecially when it is to magnify himfelf, or
embellith any of his own fatyrical Perfor-
mances.

As to that celebrated Poem the Dunciad,
with all its prefent Illuftrations, by the hands
of divers Authors, I can compare it to no-
thing better than the Patch-work Furniture
of my Lady’s beft Chamber, wherein, per-
haps, twenty Mantua-makers have contribu-
ted all thc richeft and gaudieft Shreds they
could cabbage, to add Beauty and Variety to
the flickering Curiofity. So was Pope forc'd
to be beholding to many Heads and Hands

te
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to help finifh his Work, or the Satyr afore-
mentioned, bv his own Confeflion, had been
ftrangl’d in its Infancy. Therefore, the in-
genious part of the Town wonder very much,
that Mr. Pope fhould {o lamely venture inte
a Paper-War, at the expence of other Peoples
Brains, and ftill continue halting in the
field of Battle upon borrow’d Crutches, in
hopes of Viftory ; which will not amount
to more, when he wins it, than a Sprig of
Baies; and if that be the only Trophy his
Ambition aims at, he fhall freely injoy it,
with confent of his humble Servant, who
only craves a little farther leave to conclude

his Poftfcript with the following

EPIGR AM

In one prolifick Age, two Popes appear'd,
Both Britifb Bards, and in their turns rever'd:

The firit was famous for bis With, the laff,
For cooking Homer to our Englifb tad.

Rome, zho’ for Popes and Poets juftly fam'd,

Neer raisd a Third that both thofe Titles
| (Cclaim’d.

One
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One dy'd poffe[s’d of univerfal Praife, 1,
But the rude Dunciad blafted t'other's Baies
No wonder! that bis Mufe [(bould tread awry,
IWhen guided by fuch proud Deformity,
Or that bis IVit, [olearnedly refin’d,
Shouldwith fuch [pleen and arrogance be join’ d

Since a diftemper'd Body oft corrupts the Mind.

F I N I S.
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