English 251
Prof. Howe

Ned Ward’s The London Spy (1698)

Quiz 1
Ward: a denizen of “grub street,” which, in addition to being an actual street in London, is also a derogatory term for the public “literatory” sphere. The term “literatory” was used to describe the kinds of texts published by a man named Edmund Curll and his print factory, but it extends to what was perceived as all the productions of “grub street.” The important thing to note is that grub street is primarily an invention of the elite, an imagined community of hack writers and what we might call today yellow journalists: people who wrote for a living and were thought to write badly. 
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