English 251
Prof. Howe

Laurence Sterne, A Sentimental Journey (1768)
Reading Guide
As you read and make notes in the margin (as usual, right?), please take care to note the following things in particular:

· Images of exchange, commerce, trade, traffic, buying and selling: this is “a sentimental” tale—why all this talk of trade and exchange?

· Images of feeling, spirit, imagination, sensibility: how are these images characterized? What do they rub up against? Why?

· Self-consciousness, self-reflexivity: part of what Sterne writes about—and what his narrator is interested in—is the act of writing itself. Why is writing so important? What does writing mean in this novel?

· Images of sensuality, appetite, bodily urges: how does Sterne use these images? As in the first question, why all this talk of sensuality in a novel about “sentimentality”?

· Traveling, moving from place to place, investigating, and exploring: what does Sterne explore in A Sentimental Journey? What about the narrator? What role do you think travel plays in the sentimental? 

· Encounters with people of different classes, races, religions, genders: how does Sterne’s narrator interact with them? What function do they seem to serve in A Sentimental Journey?
