“part of a program of reform and…demonstrate[s] that delicacy and decorum, good manners and cosmopolitanism tolerance are civilizing and humanizing virtues conducive to a benevolent disposition toward our fellow-men” (stout)
Sentimentalism functioned as an ideology by which the bourgeois could compete with the aristocracy for moral and cultural authority. Generosity of feeling—in the heart, in the blood, the very sign of aristocratic breeding; redefined as marker of innate and physiological responsiveness to suffering (frank). Doctrine of innate and spontaneous humanitarian benevolence is ideologically central to creation of a bourgeois subject, underwriting the laissez faire individualism that gradually transformed England from a paternalist hierarchy into a modern class society. (eagleton, poovey). The “feminized” character of the sentimental bourgeois subject marked him as morally superior to the aristocracy, providing justification for usurping the role of England’s aristocracy. 

Sensibility manifests itself through the body: blushing, hand holding, the beat of a pulse, the mute gesture, the tear. And through the object, especially the exchange of objects: a snuffbox, a coin, a passport, a handkerchief, a letter, a starling. The juxtaposition here suggests they might be aligned in other ways. The starling had been taught to imitate human speech by one of England’s disenfranchised…
As in sympathy, the emotions are exchangeable, so is a sympathetic, sensible subject open to that exchange, in transit himself. But feeling, like sentiment, always associated with the body—thus, we have a meeting of bodies in sentimentalist discourse… An idea of freely given love, like free exchange, that underwrites bourgeois ideology of companionate marriages and fair trade capitalist economies. Real commerce is, or should be, like sentimental commerce, like the movements and patterns of feeling.  
Yet, we must wonder whether this ideal of the bourgeois subject is ever really possible in practice. As we saw on Friday, the tenor of Yorick’s sentimental commerce complicates the ideal. 

Complicates the ideal… Let’s take a step back and think about the ideal itself. How can we characterize the sentimental subject, as evidenced in Sentimental Journey? 
