English 251 

Prof. Howe

Oroonoko; or, the Royal Slave (1688)

History: purports to be true representations, usually of some historical figure

Romance: usually takes up characters of a high and “noble” class; usually some element of the exotic; treats the subject in inflated language; usually very long books, read most often by women of means. Imported from the continent. 

Novel: thought, like romances, to inflame the reader’s (usually imagined to be a woman) senses and cause her to mistake fiction for truth. “Novels” were junk reading, novelties. Novel readers were not usually of an exclusively upper class; more and more people of varied classes began to read them.  

Reading Guide:

· Who is the narrator of Oroonoko? What do you imagine her position in society to be? What do you think her attitude toward slavery is? How do you know? Do there seem to be contradictions in her attitude? What are they? 

· Behn seems to take up a large part of the beginning of Oroonoko with elaborate physical descriptions of both Oroonoko (Caesar) and Imoinda. What do these descriptions suggest to you? Why do you think the narrator describes Oroonoko and Imoinda this way? How are the other slaves described? What are the differences in these descriptions from those of Oroonoko and Imoinda? 

· What are your feelings about this particular narrator (a white woman) telling Oroonoko's story? Does she share (as a woman) any of the Oroonoko's experiences?
