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Prof. Howe

Is Oroonoko Orientalist?
Edward Said was a well-known literary theorist, critic and outspoken Palestinian activist. He taught in some of the most prestigious universities in the world: Columbia, Johns Hopkins, Yale. Said is best known for describing and critiquing “Orientalism,” what he perceived as a constellation of false assumptions underlying Western attitudes toward the East. Said’s concept of Orientalism has been taken up by a wide variety of postcolonial theorists and critics to describe relations between self and other more broadly

From Orientalism (1979):

“Orientalism [is] a way of coming to terms with the Orient that is based on the Orient's special place in European Western Experience. The Orient is not only adjacent to Europe; it is also the place of Europe's greatest and richest and oldest colonies, the source of its civilizations and languages, its cultural contestant, and one of its deepest and most recurring images of the Other. In addition, the Orient has helped to define Europe (or the West) as its contrasting image, idea, personality, experience. Yet none of this Orient is merely imaginative. The Orient is an integral part of European material civilization and culture. Orientalism expresses and represents that part culturally and even ideologically as a mode of discourse with supporting institutions, vocabulary, scholarship, imagery, doctrines, even colonial bureaucracies and colonial styles” (1).
“[T]he phenomenon of Orientalism as I study it here deals principally, not with a correspondence between Orientalism and Orient, but with the internal consistency of Orientalism and its ideas about the Orient…despite or beyond any correspondence, or lack thereof, with a "real" Orient” (5).

