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“Eighteenth-Century Encounters”





Final Exam

Write all of your answers in a blue book, clearly labeling them to correspond to the numbers on this exam.  You are free to answer the questions in any order as long as their relation to the questions is clear.  

***Please return this exam with your blue book.***

I.  Passage Identification (4 points each)  



36 total points
Identify by author and title any nine (9) of the passages below.  Some texts may be represented more than once in these choices.
a) Thus you see […] the manners of mankind do not differ so widely as our voyage writers would make us believe.  Perhaps it would be more entertaining to add a few surprising customs of my own invention; but nothing seems to me so agreeable as truth, and I believe nothing so acceptable to you. 

b) Ye gentle souls who dream of rural ease,
Whom the smooth stream and smoother sonnet please;
Go! if the peaceful cot your praises share,
Go, look within, and ask if peace be there…

c) The nations, not so blest as thee,
   Must, in their turns, to tyrants fall:
While thou shalt flourish great and free,
   The dread and envy of them all.


d) When you make men slaves, you deprive them of half their virtue, you set them, in your own conduct, an example of fraud, rapine, and cruelty, and compel them to live with you in a state of war; and yet you complain that they are not honest or faithful!  You stupify them with stripes, and think it necessary to keep them in a state of ignorance; and yet you assert that they are incapable of learning [. . .].  [B]y changing your conduct, and treating your slaves as men, every cause of fear would be banished.  They would be faithful, honest, intelligent and vigorous; and peace, prosperity, and happiness would attend you.  


e) Still let thy voice, prevailing over time,
Redress the rigors of the inclement clime:
Aid slighted truth, with thy persuasive strain
Teach erring man to spurn the rage of gain;
Teach him that states of native strength possessed,
Though very poor, may still be very blest …

f) The adventurer upon unknown coasts, and the describer of distant regions, is always welcomed as a man who has labored for the pleasure of others, and who is able to enlarge our knowledge and rectify our opinions; but when the volume is opened, nothing is found but such general accounts as leave no distinct idea behind them, or such minute enumerations as few can read with either profit or delight.


g) Not long beneath the whelming brine
  Expert to swim, he lay,
Nor soon he felt his strength decline
  Or courage die away;
But waged with Death a lasting strife
Supported by despair of life.


h) I cannot help looking with partial eyes on my native land.  That partiality was certainly given us by nature to prevent rambling, the effect of an ambitious thirst after knowledge which we are not formed to enjoy.  All we get by it is fruitless desire of mixing the different pleasures and conveniences which are given to different parts of the world and cannot meet in any one of them.


i) O luxury! Thou curst by Heaven’s decree,
How ill exchanged are things like these for thee!
How do they potions, with insidious joy,
Diffuse their pleasures only to destroy!
Kingdoms, by thee to sickly greatness grown,
Boast of a florid vigor not their own …


j) People generally think those memoirs only worthy to be read or remembered which abound in great or striking events; those, in short, which in a high degree excite either admiration or pity:  all others they consign to contempt and oblivion.  It is, therefore, I confess, not a little hazardous, in a private and obscure individual, and a stranger too, thus to solicit the indulgent attention of the public; especially when I own I offer here the history of neither a saint, a hero, nor a tyrant.


II.  Passage Explication  (8 points each)



24 total points
Choose 3 of the passages above, from 3 different texts.  For each, write a short paragraph explicating the passage.  Be sure to explain the context and content of the passage (what part of the work is this passage taken from?  what character is speaking, to whom, and in what circumstances?  what topics is the speaker addressing, what ideas is she or he communicating?) as well as interpret its importance and/or meaning, especially in relation to the longer work (e.g., what is the significance of the metaphors, images, and/or diction employed in the passage?  what characteristic literary techniques or stylistic elements does it demonstrate?  what larger themes does this passage help develop in the work?).  

III.  Short Essay






10 total points
Choose either of the passages from Goldsmith photocopied on page 4 (lines 137-162 or lines 193-216), and write a short essay (1-2 paragraphs) analyzing its contributions to the poem.  What are the main ideas presented in the passage?  How does it describe the character in question?  What ideas about rural life are conveyed through the description of the character?  What is the passage’s tone, and how is it conveyed?  How does this passage further the broader themes or agendas of the poem?  etc.  In answering these questions, make sure you explicitly connect each of your points to specific words or lines from the passage.

IV.  Sense and Sensibility (10 points each)



30 total points
Choose any three (3) of the following passages.  For each, do both of the following tasks:

1.  
Place the passage in narrative context, briefly explaining one scene or sequence of events that leads up to and one that proceeds from the quoted passage.  

2.  
Briefly analyze the quoted passage, discussing in a short paragraph either how the passage contributes to the development of a particular character/ relation between characters or how the passage contributes to the development of a particular theme in the novel. 

a) He made no reply; his complexion changed and all his embarrassment returned; but as if, on catching the eye of the young lady with whom he had been previously talking, he felt the necessity of instant exertion, he recovered himself again, and after saying, “Yes, I had the pleasure of receiving the information of your arrival in town, which you were so good as to send me,” turned hastily away with a slight bow and joined his friend.


b) She performed her promise of being discreet, to admiration. —She attended to all that Mrs. Jennings had to say upon the subject, with an unchanging complexion, dissented from her in nothing, and was heard three times to say, “Yes, ma’am.” —She listened to her praise of Lucy with only moving from one chair to another, and when Mrs. Jennings talked of Edward’s affection, it cost her only a spasm in her throat. —Such advances toward heroism in her sister, made Elinor feel equal to any thing herself.


c) “Your indifference, however, towards that unfortunate girl —I must say it, unpleasant to me as the discussion of such a subject may be—your indifference is no apology for your cruel neglect of her.  Do not think yourself excused by any weakness, any natural defect of understanding on her side, in the wanton cruelty so evident on yours.  You must have known, that while you were enjoying yourself in Devonshire, pursuing fresh schemes, always gay, always happy, she was reduced to the extremest indigence.”


d) “His regard for her, infinitely surpassing anything that Willoughby ever felt or feigned, as much more warm, as more sincere or constant—which ever we are to call it—has subsisted through all the knowledge of dear Marianne’s unhappy prepossession for that worthless young man!—and without selfishness—without encouraging a hope! —could he have seen her happy with another—Such a noble mind!—such openness, such sincerity!—no one can be deceived in him.” 


e) “Mrs. Ferrars has never yet mentioned Edward’s name, which does not surprise us; but to our great astonishment, not a line has been received from him on the occasion.  Perhaps, however, he is kept silent by his fear of offending, and I shall therefore give him a hint, by a line to Oxford, that his sister and I both think a letter of proper submission from him, addressed perhaps to Fanny, and by her shewn to her mother, might not be taken amiss; for we all know the tenderness of Mrs. Ferrars’s heart, and that she wishes for nothing so much as to be on good terms with her children.”
