Essay 2 Topics

· Understanding Class, Race, or Gender

· Encountering the Other (class, race, gender, disability)

· The Essay as an 18th Century Form

· The Spectacle of Corruption

· Debating Slavery

· Diary-Keeping and Journal-Writing

· Language as a Literary Topic
· Education as a Literary Topic 

· Truth Claims in 18th Century Literature 

· Canon FormationNew Forms of Writing, New Forms of Thinking 
· Clubs, Debate, Conversation
· Writing Empire and/or Nation
Commerce and Exchange in 

Gay, The Beggar’s Opera
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

Behn, Oroonoko
Sterne, A Sentimental Journey
Publicity/Public Sphere/Publishing in


Pope, The Dunciad



Philips, “Friendship in Emblem”


Spectator and Tatler essays

Johnson’s essays/Dictionary
Poetry as public discourse
William Hogarth and…
Role of Traveling in


Sterne, A Sentimental Journey
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

Behn, Oroonoko

Montagu, Turkish Embassy Letters

Ward, The London Spy
Manners, Civility, Propriety in


Ward, The London Spy

Behn, Oroonoko

Gay, The Beggar’s Opera


Addison & Steele

Swift, Gulliver’s Travels
The Work of Writing or the Act of Reading in


Johnson’s essay “On Fiction”; “On the Duty of the Journalist”; Dictionary

Sterne, A Sentimental Journey 


Behn, Oroonoko

Sprat, History of the Royal Society 


Hooke, Micrographia


Locke, Essay on Human Understanding
The Act of Storytelling in


The Spectator, Inkle and Yarico 


Behn, Oroonoko

Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

Johnson’s “Prostitute’s Story”

The Exchange of People in


Gay, The Beggar’s Opera

Behn, Oroonoko

The Spectator, Inkle and Yarico 


Johnson’s “Prostitute’s Story” 
Observation, “Optick Endeavours” in 


Hooke, Micgrographia

Sprat, History of the Royal Society

Transactions of the Royal Society 


The Spectator No. 1


Johnson, “General Knowledge”

Sterne, A Sentimental Journey


Pepys, Diary

Ward, The London Spy
Empiricism in Writing in


Johnson, “General Knowledge”


Sterne, A Sentimental Journey

Locke, Human Understanding


Hooke, Micrographia
Constructing/Imagining Nation in 


Montagu, Turkish Embassy Letters

Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

Behn, Oroonoko

Sterne, A Sentimental Journey
Novelization in


Behn, Oroonoko

Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

Sterne, A Sentimental Journey

Addison and Steele

Any of Johnson’s essays

Woman as Author in 

Philips, “Friendship in Emblem”


Chudleigh, “To the Ladies”


Behn, Oroonoko

Montagu, Turkish Embassy Letters

“Inkle and Yarico”
** the possible texts under each topic are suggestions only; feel free to mix-and-match!
