English 251

Prof. Howe

Essay 1 Topics
Below, I have compiled a list of broad possible topics for essay 1. Remember that you will have to narrow your topic considerably, but the following list should provide a good starting place. Please settle on a topic and begin sketching out your argument as soon as possible; we will discuss your essay in individual conferences. A conference sign-up sheet to schedule individual conferences will be circulated on Wednesday.

· The use of exploration, experiment, imagination, or invention in one text we’ve read, fictional or non-fictional, prosaic or poetic

· The “reality effect” in Oroonoko or Gulliver’s Travels
· Observation and “optick endeavours” in any text
· The role of trade

· Doubt and/or self-doubt in Locke

· Observation and the act of diary-keeping (Pepys)

· Imagining the “savage”

· Travel in The London Spy, Pepys’ Diary, Philosophical Transactions, Oroonoko, or Gulliver’s Travels
· Poetic form and “Description of a City Shower”
· Irony in “Description of a City Shower”

· Masculine voice in the poetry of friendship

· Representing relationships between women in Philips, Finch, Chudleigh, or Behn

· Narration in Oroonoko or Gulliver’s Travels
· The “science” of narration; the narrator as observer; the narrator as recorder

· Language and “discourse” in Gulliver’s Travels
· Debate and conversation in the poetry of friendship

· Debate and conversation in the literature of the Royal Society

· Manners and the signs of civilization in The London Spy, Oroonoko, or Gulliver’s Travels
· Empiricist narrative style in Oroonoko, The London Spy, Pepys’ Diary, the Philosophical Transactions, or Gulliver’s Travels
· The status of poetry in “Friendship in Emblem”

· Libertine thought in “A Satire against Reason and Mankind”

· The coffeehouse in The London Spy
· Poetry as public discourse in Pope’s “Epistle 2: To a Lady,” Finch’s “Answer,” or Leapor’s “Essay on Woman”

· The literatory in The London Spy or The Dunciad
· Imagery of disease and corruption in Gulliver’s Travels or The Dunciad
· Colonial encounters in Oroonoko, Gulliver’s Travels, or Pepys’ Diary
· Storytelling and lying in Gulliver’s Travels or Oroonoko
· Procedural narration/experiment in Gulliver’s Travels
· Anthropological narration in Oroonoko
· Key imagery in any text or poem

