English 251
Prof. Howe

Essay 2 Assignment

Essay 2 is a 5-6 page argumentative, critical analysis of two texts in relation to one another and in historical context. You may choose to write either a compare/contrast paper, or a “historical development” paper. If you choose to write a compare/contrast paper, remember that you must compare and contrast the same thing in two texts, as we discussed on Friday. For instance, a compare/contrast paper on “sentimental commerce” in Laurence Sterne and John Gay might look at how both authors foreground the exchange value of emotion, but do so for different ends; or, how both authors foreground the exchange value of emotion, but make different arguments about it.  If you choose to write a “historical development” paper, you must be sensitive to changes in genre, style, content, or form. For instance, a “historical development” paper might look at the relationship between 17th century empiricist thought and the 18th century development of the essay as a form in two key texts, or the way “nature” as a concept changes over time. Attached is a list of essay topics; please remember that you may work on a topic of your own choosing, as well, provided you discuss it with me. You may work on any text we’ve read so far, including the text you wrote about for essay 1. 
Requirements:

· 5-6 pages in length, double-spaced throughout, with 1-inch margins and a12-point serifed font
· A strong, debatable thesis that provides your essay with an argumentative structure
· Clear topic sentences for each paragraph, with deliberate transitions between each idea, paragraph, and sentence
· Minimal, if any, use of summary
· Strong writing choices, including precise word choice; proper punctuation, grammar, and spelling; varied sentence structure; and appropriate diction
· Informed textual citations and close readings in pursuit of your argumentative goal;

· Correct MLA format, both in-text and in your works cited page
· Pages should be numbered and stapled
