English 251 Final Exam

I. Passage Identification Excellent Work! -0
a. “The Deserted Village” by Oliver Goldsmith

b. The Interesting Narrative by Olaudah Equiano 

d. “Tintern Abbey” by William Wordsworth

f. “A Defence of Poetry” by P.B. Shelley

g. The Rambler, Number Four by Samuel Johnson

j. “The Task” by William Cowper

k. “Rule, Britannia” by James Thomson
l. “A Vindication of the Rights of Men” by Wollstonecraft

o. A Sentimental Journey by Laurence Sterne

s. “The Task” by William Cowper

u. “The Village” by George Crabb

II. Passage Explication


o. This passage is taken from Yorick’s trip to Versailles in Volume II of A Sentimental Journey.  Yorick is having a friendly discussion with Monsieur Le Count.  Monsieur Le Count accuses Yorick of coming to France to spy on the ladies that he encounters and not to “witness the nakedness of the land.”  Yorick replies with sentimental lines that reflect Yorick’s connection to the land and people.  Sterne emphasizes this connection using the words “tears and “fellow-feeling.”  Yorick emphasizes the emotional reaction he would have if he were forced to witness the French countryside naked of culture, people, etc.  The image of the tear is repeated constantly throughout the work to demonstrate the sentimental commerce that is exchanged between Yorick’s feelings and the people he encounters.  While the tear is not specifically exchanged with a lady like in the last chapters, the tear does represent the sentimentalism Yorick describes for a foreign land.  Yorick’s emphasis of the “fellow-feeling” he has for the women of France demonstrates his sentimental connection with the land and emotional exchange with the land’s inhabitants.  Sterne’s novel is written in narrative form and is a travel dialogue of Yorick’s travels through France.  This passage exemplifies the personal narrative Sterne employed to make readers feel the same emotional connection with the work as the narrator exudes in his writing.  

k. The poem, “Rule, Britannia,” was written by James Thomson and is a patriotic poem about British ascension to naval and commercial dominance.  The poem was later put to words by Thomas Arne is 1740 and was first preformed to celebrate the ascension of George I to the royal crown.  The words written by Thomson in the 1700s were meant to have a jovial, joking meaning but became more of a patriotic war cry by the 18th and 19th centuries as Britain did, in fact, dominate the high seas.  The poem was not written to praise the great British naval empire because, at the time, no such empire existed.  Instead, the poem was a patriotic call to revive the era under Alfred the Great when British ships dominated the Danish.  But, over the course of the two centuries after the poem was written, Britain did in fact become a mighty empire whose Royal Navy dominated the high seas.  The specific lines quoted in the test demonstrate the poet’s vision of Britain as the dominant force in commercial exchange throughout the world. The stanza provokes the image of all commerce permeating out of the villages of Great Britain and the Royal Navy controlling international commerce.  This vision did in fact come true and the instant popularity of the poem (especially when put to music) did not diminish for centuries as Britain dominated international commercial exchange.  

d. “Tintern Abbey” is a poem by William Wordsworth that many claim ushered in the Romantic Period in British literature.  The poem is written by a narrator created by Wordsworth (many people think the narrator and Wordsworth are the same person) when he is visiting a rural Abbey in the British countryside towards the end of his life.  The passage quoted in the test begins with “I have felt a presence that disturbs me with the joy of elevated thoughts.”  This line refers to the unmediated benefit Wordsworth receives from nature.  For Wordsworth, nature permeates through all of his existence in both the city and the country.  Nature is a medium Wordsworth uses to relax himself and be happy.  Elsewhere in the poem he describes his unhappy state living in the city.  But, he acknowledges his ability to cope with city life by just imagining a scene from the countryside he had witnessed years previous.  He indicates that this trip to nature will satisfy his imagination for years to come.  In other words, if he is forced to live in the city the image of nature that he is taking in when writing the poem will allow him survive because he can always imagine what he sees in his mind.  That is why nature is a “presence” for Wordsworth.  This poem is one of Wordsworth’s most famous and is a fundamental cornerstone of the beginning of the Romantic period in English literature. 


s. “The Task” by William Cowper is a work of literature from the New Sensory Regime.  This classification of authors represents a reaction to the age of reason with its focus on conventional social norms and religious practices to make society seem normal and to put down any marginalized societal group.  But, people like Cowper questioned the rationality of the age of reason and used his imagination and senses to usher in a new regime.  This specific passage is from “Crazy Kate” and discusses a woman that is disillusioned by the loss of her fisherman husband to a wreck at sea.  Crazy Kate used to be a respectable member of society but lost everything when her husband died at sea.  She used to dress well and be a happy person but now she roams the land and sometimes sleeps with the garbage.  The character of Crazy Kate represents Cowper’s new sensory regime because she is somebody that does not operate under the principles of reason.  Her reason has been destroyed and she lives by her senses.  When her place in society is crumbled by the death of her husband, she has nothing left to do but meander the streets depressed.  She is considered crazy because British society marginalized people like this because their social situation was not conducive to productive family life. 


f. A Defence of Poetry by P.B. Shelley represents Shelley’s passionate personal search for social justice and happiness.  Shelley was a passionate writer that channeled her desire to do moral good in poetry.  The lines “A Poet is a nightingale…” represent Shelley’s emotions channeled in writing.  Shelley believed that poetry was a sacred art and that the poet was endowed with a special ability to see the world for what it is.  Shelley believed that a real poet sees beyond the limiting conditions of their current time and place to more a more constant general form of value that is much more enduring.  Shelley even says that “poets are the legislators of the world.”  Shelley was much less concerned with plotline and story but instead emphasized style, meter, and basically how the poet delivers his/her message.  Poetry for Shelley is not necessarily limited to words but encompasses anything that creates pleasure of the senses.  Shelley emphasizes the emotion of the poet and describes writing poetry as a process not be undertaken but rather a more informal process of having the right emotions hit you at the right time.  

g. The Rambler by Samuel Johnson was a periodical published around 1750 twice a week in a newspaper/magazine.  The Rambler is a collection of essays written by Johnson abut a variety of subjects.  The publication did not receive immediate literary praise like The Spectator but did become more famous after Johnson’s death.  The passage in the test is taken from Rambler Number Four and discusses the novel and its implications.  Johnson defines the novel as ordinary events happening to ordinary people written by ordinary people that want to capture these events.  Contemporary novels are supposed to tell a realistic story unlike Romantic novels that were often viewed as fanciful and impractical.  Before the passage highlighted, Johnson talks about the reciprocal relationship between readers, authors and characters.  They all have different experiences but draw on each other to put these experiences in a real world context.  Johnson thinks that the young people in British society believe that novels reveal to real effect of the behavior they describe.  In other words, what happens to characters in a novel will happen to the readers if they undertake these actions in real life.  So, if a character succeeds at a task using certain behavior then the reader can do the same.  Basically, Johnson is saying that readers are easily deceived by novels and should be careful not to treat them as bibles.  
