September 16, 2005
English 251

Howe 

Experiment: Glance back at one of the entries you were particularly interested in, and note some of the kinds of things he does to convey his thoughts. What are his sentences like? How does he record his observations? Then, take about 10 minutes to sketch out a diary entry of your own, mimicking Pepys. We’ll use them in class to talk about his style and voice. 
Pepys’ Diary 

b.1633-d.1703

diary begins in 1660 and ends in 1669

I chose this particular anthology for the coursepack selections you have because it divides what can be just a very deep and confusing pool of observations and commentary into recognizable, thematically-linked sections. Passing around two volumes of his diary in another form. 
Father was a tailor; mother was a butcher’s sister—not initially man of means, but became so through his political service to the navy and his network of friends, many of whom he speaks about in the extracts you’ve read

What kinds of things, specifically, is Pepys interested in?

· observing experiments

· hooke’s micrographia; talks w/hooke, too (123)
· conversation; he frequents coffee-houses! (120, 224)
· learning new things, even things as seemingly simple as how bread is made in France (121); technologies of transportation (122)

· oddities, or strange phenomena (125, “marvels and mysteries,” “travelers tales”)

· interested in fashion (wigs, various “sutes” he mentions, travelers’ stories of fashions in other countries)
· the role of science in the world, both in terms of utility and in terms of theory (122-3, proto-Darwinian, even)

· “opticke enquiries”(sight, technologies of (124). Why do you think “opticke enquiries” are so prevalent? 

· Travelers’ tales—especially their “stories” of the customs of other peoples and nations, and more specifically still, the points of rupture, of difference between English and foreign customs/ceremonies

· The city, its people, its trials: the selections on the plague contain—with some of those in the “travelers’ tales” section—some of the most heartfelt, even melancholy accounts. 
· The difference between poor and rich (201, 202)
· Stories, the telling of stories and the recording of stories—significantly, stories of all kinds
The act of keeping a diary, especially one as extensive as this, seems important, too. What is a diary; what does it entail; how can we read the fact of the diary during this period?

· intense interest in observation and its record

· daily event; rendering the act of authorship a very personal thing; becomes wrapped up in one’s identity

· pepys’ wrote in shorthand(private; apparent disjunction between the private element and the public element. Pepys was very much a public man, as you can see from his diary…

· rendering the world in prose, systematically, capaciously (look forward to the novel?)

How would you describe Pepys’ level of credulity? 

Pepys’ was a kind of representative of the “spirit of the age.” What might we say about English culture during the time, specifically about secularism, science, and credulity?

· Gypsies (169)

· Fire (171)

· Travelers’ tales sometimes seem a little far-fetched, no? 
Pepys’ diary marks a transition, for us, from our “hard science” readings to more “literary” texts.

Yet, “science” is still an informing feature of Pepys’ diary. Where can we see this?

Selections in “the Virtuoso,” yes; that’s on the level of content and subject matter. What about style, form, the choice to write itself?

