English 251
Prof. Howe

Midterm Exam

100 points
This is a take-home midterm exam designed to test your knowledge of the materials we’ve read thus far. It is closed book, and you have two hours in which to complete it; please be sure to include the honor statement on your exam. You may pick up a hard copy of this exam at my office, or you may download and print a hard copy from BlackBoard.
Please use either a blue book or a word processor to complete this exam. Clearly label your responses to these questions to correspond to the numbers on this exam. You are free to answer the questions in any order, as long as their relation to the questions is clear. When you are done, please submit your completed exam to my office door (Payne 22) by noon on Monday, October 17th. Privacy envelopes will be available at my office; please insert your exam into the envelope, label it with your name, and seal it. 
Please return this exam with your submission.

I.  Passage Identification (4 points each, 40 points total)

Identify by author and title the source of any ten (10) of the following excerpts.  Be aware that there may be more than one quotation from a single text. 
a)   As mutton cutlets, prime of meat,
Which though with art you salt and beat,
As laws of cookery require,
And roast them at the clearest fire,
If from adown the hopeful chops
The fat upon a cinder drops,
To stinking smoke it turns the flame,
Poisoning the flesh from whence it came,
And thence exhales a greasy stench,
For which you curse the careless wench;
So things which must not be expressed,
When plumped into the reeking chest,
Send up an excremental smell
To taint the parts from which they fell…

b) It is the great prerogative of Mankind above other Creatures, that we are not only able to behold the works of Nature, or barely to sustein our lives by them, but we have also the power of considering, comparing, altering, assisting, and improving them to various uses. And as this is the peculiar priviledge of humane Nature in general, so is it capable of being so far advanced by the helps of Art, and Experience, as to make some Men excel others in their Observations, and Deductions, almost as much as they do Beasts. By the addition of such artificial Instruments and methods, there may be, in some manner, a reparation made for the mischiefs, and imperfection, mankind has drawn upon it self, by negligence, and intemperance, and a wilful and superstitious deserting the Prescripts and Rules of Nature, whereby every man, both from a deriv'd corruption, innate and born with him, and from his breeding and converse with men, is very subject to slip into all sorts of errors.

c) Perhaps I am partial to a Town where they professe the Protestant Religion, but every thing seem’d to me with quite another air of Politenesse than I have found in other Places. Lypsic, where I am at present, is a Town very considerable for its Trade, and I take this Opportunity of buying pages’ Liverys, Gold stuffs for my selfe, etc., all things of that kind being at least double the price at Vienna,  partly because of the excessive customs and partly the want of Genius and Industry in the People, who make no sort of thing there…

d)   Awake, my St. John! leave all meaner things
To low ambition, and the pride of kings.
Let us (since life can little more supply
than just to look about us and to die)
Expatiate free o’er all this scene of man;
A mighty maze, but not without a plan; 
A wild, where weeds and flowers promiscuous shoot,
Or garden, tempting with forbidden fruit. 
Together let us beat this ample field,
Try what the open, what the covert yield; 
The latent tracts, the giddy heights, explore
Of all who blindly creep, or sightless soar…

e) And it shall come simply into the world, recommended by its own proper merits and natural intrigues, there being enough of reality to support it, and to render it diverting, without the attention of invention.
    I was myself an eyewitness to a great part of what you will find here set down, and what I could not be witness of, I received from the mouth of the chief actor in this history, the hero himself…
f)   Beneath her foot-stool, Science groans in chains,
And Wit dreads exile, penalties and pains.

g) To the coffee-house, where I heard Lieut.-Coll. Baron tell very good stories of his travels over the high hills in Asia above the cloudes. How clear the heaven is above them. How thick, like a mist, the way is through the cloud, that wets like a sponge one’s clothes. The ground above the clouds all dry and parched, nothing in the world growing, it being only a dry earth. Yet not so hot above as below the clouds. The stars at night most delicate and bright and a fine clear blue sky. But cannot see the earth at any time through the clouds, but the clouds look like a world below you. 
h) Nor public flame, nor private, dares to shine;
Nor human spark is left, nor glimpse divine!
Lo! thy dread Empire, Chaos! is restored,
Light dies before thy uncreating word:
Thy hand, great Anarch! lets the curtain fall;
And Universal Darkness buries All.

i) Were I (who to my cost already am
One of those strange, prodigious creatures, man)
A spirit free to choose for my own share
What case of flesh and blood I pleased to wear,
I’d be a dog, a monkey, or a bear,
Or anything but that vain animal
Who is so proud of being rational.


j)                     10
And as that useful Instrument
For Even lines was ever meant;
So Friendship from good Angels springs,
To teach the world Heroic things.

                   11
As these are found out in design
To rule and measure every Line;
So Friendship governs actions best,
Prescribing unto all the rest.


12
And as in Nature nothing’s set
So just as Lines in number met;
So Compasses for these b’ing made,
Do Friendhsip’s harmony persuade.

k) This raised amongst the whole society such an evil spirit of poetry, that it began to have as much power over us as the Devil has over a gang of Lapland witches. We now (Ovid-like) were so highly inspired we could scarce speak without rhyme and measure, and everyone, like a country fellow at a football meeting, was for showing what he could do, or telling what he had done.

l) She answered short, “I’m glad you’ll write,
You’ll furnish paper when I shite.”

m)   When the proud steed shall know why man restrains
His fiery course, or drives him o’er the plains;
When the dull ox, why now he breaks the clod,
Is now a victim, and now Egypt’s god:
Then shall man’s pride and dullness comprehend
His actions’, passions’, being’s use and end;
Why doing, suffering, checked, impelled; and why
This hour a slave, the next a deity.

n) Fair lovely Maid, or if that Title be
Too weak, to Feminine for Nobler thee,
Permit a Name that more Approaches Truth:
And let me call the, Lovely Charming Youth.


o) Thus, gentle reader, I have given thee a faithful history of my travels for sixteen years, and above seven months; wherein I have not been so studious of ornament as of truth. I could perhaps like others have astonished thee with strange improbable tales, but I rather chose to relate plain matter of fact in the simplest manner and style; because my principal design was to inform, and not to amuse thee. 

II.  Passage Discussion (10 points each, 40 points total)

Choose four (4) of the passages above, from four different texts.  For each, write a short paragraph explicating the passage and discussing its significance in relation to the longer work.  Depending on the passage, you might answer:  What part of the work is this passage taken from?  What character is speaking?  In what context is she or he speaking?  What topics is the speaker addressing, what ideas is she or he communicating?  What larger themes does this passage help develop in the work?  How does it contribute to the work’s general tone?  What characteristic literary techniques or stylistic elements does it demonstrate?  

III. Scansion (20 points)
Scan the following excerpt, using the appropriate visual tools for the job. Then, in two paragraphs, analyze the piece with reference to its formal features. In the first paragraph, describe the author’s metrical and stylistic choices. What is the poem’s meter? Are there significant variations? What about rhyme scheme and stanzaic structure? What dominant stylistic devices do you note (i.e., repetition of ideas and sounds, internal structure of the lines, the relation between style and content)? Be sure to identify the poem’s meter as well as any deviations. In the second paragraph, briefly interpret the poem based on your description of its meter, style, and formal features noted in your first paragraph. What relationship do you see between the poem’s form and its content? How do its metrical and stylistic elements inform the poem’s meaning? You can complete the scanning exercise itself on this page, or you can copy and paste it into your own Word document.
But most by Numbers judge a Poet's Song,
And smooth or rough, with them, is right or wrong;
In the bright Muse tho' thousand Charms conspire,
Her Voice is all these tuneful Fools admire,
Who haunt Parnassus but to please their Ear,
Not mend their Minds; as some to Church repair,
Not for the Doctrine, but the Musick there.
These Equal Syllables alone require,
Tho' oft the Ear the open Vowels tire,
While Expletives their feeble Aid do join,
And ten low Words oft creep in one dull Line,
While they ring round the same unvary'd Chimes,
With sure Returns of still expected Rhymes.
Where-e'er you find the cooling Western Breeze,
In the next Line, it whispers thro' the Trees;
If Chrystal Streams with pleasing Murmurs creep,
The Reader's threaten'd (not in vain) with Sleep.
Then, at the last, and only Couplet fraught
With some unmeaning Thing they call a Thought,
A needless Alexandrine ends the Song,
That like a wounded Snake, drags its slow length along.
Leave such to tune their own dull Rhimes, and know
What's roundly smooth, or languishingly slow;
And praise the Easie Vigor of a Line,
Where Denham's Strength, and Waller's Sweetness join.
True Ease in Writing comes from Art, not Chance,
As those move easiest who have learn'd to dance,
'Tis not enough no Harshness gives Offence,
The Sound must seem an Eccho to the Sense.
Soft is the Strain when Zephyr gently blows,
And the smooth Stream in smoother Numbers flows;
But when loud Surges lash the sounding Shore,
The hoarse, rough Verse shou'd like the Torrent roar.
When Ajax strives, some Rocks' vast Weight to throw,
The Line too labours, and the Words move slow;
Not so, when swift Camilla scours the Plain,
Flies o'er th'unbending Corn, and skims along the Main.
IV. Extra Credit (up to 2 points)
Briefly describe one important feature of the historical period 1660-1740 and how that historical feature informs the period’s literature. Feel free to use direct citations from this exam where necessary. 
