English 232
Prof. Howe

Essay 2


Our final essay for this class should take up a specific question you have formulated about one of the novels we’ve read since the middle of the term, beginning with Pride and Prejudice. You should formulate your question in as detailed and as helpful a manner as possible, as we discussed in our groupwork for Jane Eyre. You may work on any topic, provided you clear it with me first—I want to make sure you’re on the right track! 

Your essay should foreground close reading, and its argument should be tightly constructed and clearly presented. Remember that every good essay answers these two questions: “Why?” and “So what?” You may use up to one outside source; however, should you choose to use an outside source, you will want to remember that I’m interested in your ideas—that is, you have to do something with the outside source, not just reiterate it in summary form. 

You might consider working with:

· A topic of discussion raised in class, either by me or by one of your peers (colonialism in the novel, the work of reading, education in the novel)

· A specific image that appears throughout the novel (iron in Great Expectations)

· A specific formal pattern that appears throughout the novel (the intrusive narrator, for instance, or the retrospective story)

· A historical context (the position of governesses in 19th century England, divorce in Jude the Obscure)*

* this kind of topic will work best with an outside source

Formal requirements:

· 5-6 pages in length (no more, no less)

· Flawless MLA formatting, in not only the general appearance of your essay, but also in your in-text citations and in your works cited page
· Grammar, style, syntax, and mechanics approaching flawlessness
