English 232
Prof. Howe

Discussion Questions
To kick-start the liveliness of our in-class discussion, I will be asking each of you to sign up for one class period when you will be responsible for bringing in a question or topic for us to consider as a group. I strongly encourage you to spend some time thinking about your approach to this assignment. While you are not responsible for carrying the entire class discussion, you are responsible for thinking critically about the material we are reading and the questions we are engaging. 

What does this mean practically? 
1. As you read, take good notes. Read with a pen in your hand—mark your book up! Engage with the text. Note places that particularly interest you in light of our in-class conversations. Note places that trouble you, places that seem to you worthy of further investigation. Note the unexpected and the too-expected. In short, read actively. 

2. Then, take a step back. Think about what most interests you or what most troubles you. Jot down some ideas. You might look toward my reading questions as other places to begin. Try to craft a question designed to elicit discussion. This means focusing on the uncertain, the unexpected, the confusing. A good discussion question avoids pat, binary modes of thought; a good discussion is never “either/or,” “yes/no,” “black/white.” A good discussion question tickles the shades of gray. 

3. Once you have a question, think some more about it. Try to systematize your ideas. Imagine this as the invention portion of an essay—brainstorm. Look back at the text and find a few really interesting places that might help clarify your question. Compose a one-page response to your own question, making sure to include your readings of one or two key passages or images. This one-page response should not be tidy; it should be the beginning of a discussion, the beginning of a really good idea. Hopefully, we’ll flesh it out in class. The first sentences of this response should either be your question or a key passage in the text that stimulated your question. Hand in this one-page response at the end of the class period you’ve facilitated. 
