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Achieving Concision: Techniques and Transitions

This response to the assignment highlights certain strategies for achieving concision while creating transitions. Sometimes, too-concise prose can swamp the reader in blandness; we must always balance concision with precision. While concision is saying what you want to say in as few words as possible, precision is saying what you want to say in the most appropriate language. Read over the following paragraph, paying attention to the strategies employed to both achieve concision and add an element of grace, style, and personality. As you read, circle transitions, underline tactics of concision, and highlight elements of interest. 
Many people who are themselves neither murderers nor detectives enjoy reading murder mysteries. Murder mysteries offer an enjoyable escape from the monotony of daily life. A realistic fantasy, the murder mystery renders its characters believable as people. Further, the hero solves the case not through trial and error but logic and reason. Readers who enjoy murder mysteries must admire the human faculty of logic, because the novels are also fantasies that allow readers to play a dangerous game. In this game of life and death, readers must suspend certain emotions like pity and horror. If the reader pities each victim, he or she will never enjoy the story. Instead, mysteries force the reader to subordinate emotions like pity to skills like logic and observation. Whodunits thus help the reader deal with the horrors of life and death in the real world. 
