English 232

Prof. Howe

Moll Flanders Response

We will not have class on Tuesday of next week because I have a job interview in Maryland. I would like you all, however, to finish reading the novel and, in lieu of class participation, compose a two page critical response to one of the following questions. In your response, be sure to use material from the text in support of your thoughts. You do not have to address every part of each question; however, you should attempt to fulfill what you read as the spirit of the question as a whole. Be sure to use proper MLA formatting for your response; I will be grading this response in part on your ability to employ the correct format. 
1. Why does Moll's Lancashire husband prove to be her best one? Is it important that he, too, is a "social deviant"? What is so different about Moll's relationship with this man? After Moll and her Lancashire husband leave Newgate they become prosperous planters and appear to the world to have "made it." Is this as it should be? Are they now behaving responsibly and therefore receiving rewards appropriate to such responsible behavior? Has the society that first ostracized and punished them behaved responsibly? 
2. If Moll is "nearly seventy" in 1683 (as we learn near the book's end), then her life covers approximately 1613-1683. Remember that this period includes two civil wars, the beheading of Charles I, the Cromwellian Commonwealth, and the restoration of Charles II to the English throne. Why do these very important events not figure in the novel? Why does Defoe avoid dealing with the English political situation? What does he focus on instead? 

3. What is the significance of Moll’s ability to say “No”?

Please turn this response in to me at the beginning of class on Thursday, when we’ll tie up loose ends about Moll Flanders and begin thinking about Pamela. 
