METONYMY, n. [METONYMIC, adj].  “Metonymy” is a rhetorical figure, a trope, that signifies by virtue of habitual and conventional association. Unlike “synechdoche,” which is a rhetorical figure using a part to stand in for a whole (or a whole to stand in for a part), “metonymy” is a trope using an associated item to stand in for something it is associated with. In Pamela, the hand signifies both synechdochically and metonymically. Synechdochically, Pamela’s hand—a part of the body—stands in for her body as a whole. Metonymically, Pamela’s hand is associated with her handwriting, and thus, her letters. Another example of metonymy is in the phrase “The pen is mightier than the sword.” Here, “pen” metonymically signifies “writing,” and “sword” metonymically signifies “warfare.” Within the dominant simile of the line “My love is like a red, red rose” (Robert Burns), “love” has become metonymically associated with “[red] rose.” Metonymy can be a very useful trope for literary analysis, for through it we can discover patterns of meaning that open up new opportunities for interpretation. 
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