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The Workshopping Process
Workshopping is an integral part of the composition process. Learning how to comment constructively on your peers’ work will help you become more adept at revising your own work. We will be using the BlackBoard Discussion Board as a centralized repository for posting and exchanging drafts. Final drafts will be turned in using the BlackBoard Assignments feature. 
Each essay is due in draft form for peer review after the last day of discussion. Over the following three class periods, we will workshop your drafts in both full class and small group sessions. To prepare for these workshops, all drafts must be posted to the Discussion Board thread space assigned to your group by 5:00 on the due date. The class period before the first workshop takes place, groups of three or four will be formed. These peer groups will change over each of the five essays assigned throughout the term; you should work with someone different each time. Each member of the peer group will download the other drafts, read and comment on them using the review guidelines I supply and the “Reviewing” features of Microsoft Word, save them, and return them to Discussion Board . 
Before the next period, you will download your peer-reviewed drafts from the Discussion Board, merge the documents on which your peers have commented using guidelines I provide, and review your peers’ comments. Print out enough copies of this merged and commented document to bring to class the next day. This draft will be workshopped in small groups, and volunteers’ drafts will be chosen for full-class workshop. Each student should volunteer at least once during the term for full-class workshop. Should you request it, these drafts can remain anonymous. 

After our first day of workshopping, you will revise your draft according to your peers’ comments, upload your revised draft to the Discussion Board, and repeat the process for the next workshop sessions. 
Please address any questions you have about this process—either logistically or substantially—with me before workshopping begins. 
