3-Step Quotation Analysis

First step: Introduce the quotation.


(Write down and cite quotation)

After Gregor awakes, having been transformed into “a gigantic insect,” he uses his voice for the first time in response to his mother:
Gregor had a shock as he heard his own voice answering hers, unmistakably his own voice, it was true, but with a persistent horrible twittering squeak behind it like an undertone, which left the words in their clear shape only for the first moment and then rose up reverberating around them to destroy their sense, so that one could not be sure one had heard them rightly. (142)

Second step: Explain what the author is doing in the quotation.  (The author should agree with how you sum up the quotation -- this will help you establish credibility, by demonstrating that you do know what the author is saying.)

After Gregor awakes, having been transformed into “a gigantic insect,” he uses his voice for the first time in response to his mother:
Gregor had a shock as he heard his own voice answering hers, unmistakably his own voice, it was true, but with a persistent horrible twittering squeak behind it like an undertone, which left the words in their clear shape only for the first moment and then rose up reverberating around them to destroy their sense, so that one could not be sure one had heard them rightly. (142)

Gregor’s voice, while “unmistakably his own,” is unfamiliar, transformed in precisely the same way that his body has been transformed. Language, an important indicator of identity, has begun to lose its meaning.
Third step: State the implications of the quotation for your own argument.


(What do you make of the author's argument?)

After Gregor awakes, having been transformed into “a gigantic insect,” he uses his voice for the first time in response to his mother:
Gregor had a shock as he heard his own voice answering hers, unmistakably his own voice, it was true, but with a persistent horrible twittering squeak behind it like an undertone, which left the words in their clear shape only for the first moment and then rose up reverberating around them to destroy their sense, so that one could not be sure one had heard them rightly. (142)
Gregor’s voice, while “unmistakably his own,” is unfamiliar, transformed in precisely the same way that his body has been transformed. Language, an important indicator of identity, has begun to lose its meaning. By elaborating the way Gregor’s words have been transformed by his new body, Kafka introduces the key theme of self-alienation. We, like Gregor, “[cannot] be sure” of anything in this surreal tale of metamorphosis. Uncertainty soon cedes, however, to annihilation. By the end of the story, Gregor’s voice has become unrecognizable even to himself, and his body is swept out of his room by the broom-wielding Charwoman. 
