In Willa Cather’s “Paul’s Case” a repressed boy, Paul, fights keep his true identity hidden from the scornful eyes around him.  Paul lives a life of perpetual anxiety; fearful that anyone will discover his true character.  This anxiety forces him into a life of hiding and false bravado.  as time passes, Paul becomes weary of living in a constant police state and attempts an escape into his ideal existence.  When he realizes that this supreme 
existence can only be transitory
 he chooses to end his own life instead of returning to world he once knew and hated.  However, Paul’s death was not spontaneous, but was achieved 
through a painful force 
at home and school that exerted an unlivable pressure.  When Paul had experienced the life that he always dreamed of, psychologically, he couldn’t bear to return to the way things were. 
This is a pretty good opening, Greg—I’d suggest, however, using more precise language throughout, especially with your thesis; this will help characterize the nature of his life before and his life after. How would you describe his desire to escape Cordelia Street? What, in specific, is his problem? I would suggest thinking a bit about how—in one key word—you might describe his problem. Is it his desire to aestheticize life—Cordelia street is just too ugly? Is it his desire to metamorphose, like a butterfly? How would you describe the rationale behind his decision? Oh—nice sentence structure in this paragraph! Good variety; work a bit more on word choice, and you should be set.  TH
�Clarify using key adjectival words, ideally from the text—how does he imagine NYC?


�Need a comma after


�Word choice—perhaps rearrange your sentence structure?


�Be more specific





