English 105D

Prof. Howe

Using Examples Effectively

Which of the following options for each example is most effective? Why?

EXAMPLE ONE:

A. In one of the movies, the students cared less about the school and its curriculum, because the lacking school was ready to break down (Lean on Me).

B. While the heavy metal song “Welcome to the Jungle” plays in the background, the camera pans a chaotic Eastside High School: the school building is dark and smoke-filled; graffiti adorns every surface; drugs, guns and money are exchanged by students who show little concern for their location; a teacher is badly beaten when he attempts to stop a fight.  It is easy for the audience to understand that the students care little for their school or its curriculum.

EXAMPLE TWO:

A. Mr. Escalante encourages his students to study at his house after school and makes dinner for them.  He also visited a student’s parents to solve their problems in the family.  Mr. Escalante worked hard to prove his dedication to school.

B. In the movie Stand and Deliver, Jaime Escalante proves his dedication to education by becoming involved with his students outside of the classroom.  When a bright student is forced to quit school to work in her father’s restaurant, Escalante has dinner there and attempts to convince Ana’s father that she belongs in school.  Escalante’s wife affirms that her husband “only wants what is best for Ana.”  Later in the movie, when his students are studying to re-take the AP Calculus exam, Escalante invites them to his house and cooks dinner for them as they continue to study together.  By taking an interest in his students outside of the school walls, Escalante reaffirms his dedication to their success.

