English 105K
Prof. Howe

Essay 4a: Critical Description of a Scene in Othello
This term, we’ve spent a great deal of time on how to incorporate textual evidence into your interpretive work. For this short essay (no more than 1.5 pages), I would like you to use the strategies we’ve learned thus far to describe, critically, one scene in Othello. A critical description is emphatically not a simple summary of events; rather, it is an evocation of your interpretation through a careful description of the text—both its content and its form (style, word choice, imagery, connotation, and so on). 

For this assignment, I would like you to choose a single scene in Othello. Within that single scene, consider the larger theme of the play, and critically describe how that scene prosecutes the larger theme you identify. For instance, if I see thematic relationship between trust or honor and money or property in Othello, I might choose the opening scene to work on, focusing on the development of that imagery to some end. I might be interested in the way the play understands signs, representations; in that case, I could look at Act I Scene ii and ask what Brabantio’s claim, that “words are words” (I.ii.218), implies about Othello’s ultimate fall at Iago’s hands. 

You’ll want to have some sense of the play as a whole, because this assignment asks you to look at a part in relation to that whole. 
In this short essay, we’ll be focusing particularly on strong word choice, effective use of textual evidence, and interpretive density. How can we pack a wealth of meaning into 1.5 pages? How can we use that space most effectively? 

Key Technical Requirements:

· Double spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 point serifed font

· Evocative title, correct MLA citation throughout (including works cited page)

· No more than 1.5 pages, numbered 

· Strong word choice (no more than two each of the following weak verbs: be, do, make, have, show, go, and get)

· Clear and precise sentence structure throughout (no more than two uses of the passive voice)

· Effective transitions between paragraphs and ideas within paragraphs

· No grammar mistakes or spelling errors

