English 105K

Prof. Howe

Commenting on Peer Drafts: Some Ways to Say What You’re Trying to Say
I’ve compiled a handy list of the kinds of things you might say in response to your peers’ drafts. This list is intended to help you give your peers the kind of constructive criticism that will be useful during the revision process. The most important thing to remember is that you’re trying to help, not kill your peers’ self esteem! Whenever possible, give examples of what you might do, or what you think might work well in each case. Your peer can always choose to ignore the advice, but it’s your duty to give it. 
· “I feel like this is an important point. Can you focus on this more?”

· “Your word choice here seems like it could be more specific. Is there a better way to put this?”

· “I really like this unexpected turn of phrase. I’d like to see more in the rest of the paper!”

· “Have you considered starting with this? It’s a powerful sentence, and it would really draw your reader in and set the stage for what’s to come.”

· “I like how you’re using the sense of sight/smell/taste/hearing here. I’d like to read more of this in favor of removed commentary.” 

· “It seems like your overall mood during this experience is…., but your word choice doesn’t seem to emphasize that. What about words like [examples]?”

· “This reminds me of…. Maybe you could incorporate a similar memory here?”

· “Your sentence structure seems to be pretty much the same throughout the draft. Variety might help make the important things stand out.” 

· “I don’t think this point is as important as the other. You might think about cutting it in favor of [example].” 

· “I’ve felt this way before/thought about that, too. In my case, I [give example that might apply to your peer, perhaps something that might flesh out the subject] couldn’t stop thinking about errands, schoolwork, the bug on the floor—anything to keep my mind off things!”

