William Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily”
Assignment

Today, we talked briefly about the difference between “plot” and “story.” Story refers to the content of the tale—what happens. Plot, on the other hand, refers to the way the story is told, the order of events as the narrator/implied author expresses them. For instance, in a tale using a flashback, the story would start at the chronological beginning and move on to the moment when the flashback is remembered. The plot, on the other hand, would start with the opening of the flashback, then move on to the past, and likely, back to the present. Story is about content; plot is about form. As you read Faulkner’s short story “A Rose for Emily,” consider the differences between plot and story. After you’ve read the piece, compose a timeline of the story. What happens first, second, third, and so on? Where do you have trouble? We will go over these timelines in class on Wednesday.
