English 105D
Prof. Howe

Flannery O’Connor’s “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” (1955)

“[T]he meaning of a story does not begin except at a depth where adequate motivation and adequate psychology and the various determinations have been exhausted. Such a writer will be interested in what we don’t understand rather than in what we do” (2433-4).

As we begin to write more critically in this class, I would like you to keep O’Connor’s statement, above, in mind. Ask yourself always: What don’t I understand? Instead of searching for the easy answers, work to develop your ability to ask questions. Focus on the conflicts, on the tensions, on the places of uncertainty. These sites will always lead you to interesting questions, and close reading, while it won’t lead you to “the answers,” will lead you to interesting, aware, and compassionate responses. 

In keeping with this theme, I’d like you, in groups, to craft one well-developed question about O’Connor’s “A Good Man Is Hard to Find” to which you do not know the answer. Rather, try to craft a question that frames a range of possible responses. For instance: “What is the relationship between the grandmother’s being ‘a lady’ (2435) and the family’s ‘ACCIDENT’ (2439)?” I arrived at this question by looking for patterns in the text, patterns that I’m interested in exploring further—at the outset of the story, the grandmother describes her desire to dress a certain way in terms of how she wants to appear “[i]n case of an accident” (2435). Note, particularly, that this question is not so broad as to be unanswerable, but yet open enough to incorporate a range of responses. It is also a question that, to some degree, asserts something—the existence of some relationship between being “a lady” and having “an accident.” Try to be as specific in your questions as possible. 
Use the space below to make a brief list, as a group, of the uncertainties you encountered while reading this story. Discuss which uncertainty seems most provocative; imagine you are going to write an essay in response to one of these uncertainties. Then, craft a single question that could be used as a starting point in our discussion of “A Good Man Is Hard to Find.” 
Shortlist of Interesting Uncertainties:

Question:

