Class business: 

Last essay; handout assignment; we’ll workshop on Monday and Wednesday. I’ve extended the due date for essay 5 into our exam week [date]. For our first workshopping, please have your drafts posted to BB by 8:00pm on Saturday/reviewed drafts returned by 8:00pm on Sunday.
Friday, our last day, will be composed of final evaluations and a short quiz on grammar and style. 

If anyone is missing grades for assignments they turned in, note those assignments down and email me; I’ll look back through my files.

Today: Close Reading Game with Child of God
As I read, one of the things I make a habit of doing is listing out words that help me conceptualize the important parts of the text. These words may be broad and idea-driven; they may be concrete, something descriptive or something repeated throughout the text. 

[list on the board, with big spaces between, some words…]

Let’s add to this list to get a good starting place for our exercise. What other ideas, words, or images come to mind when you read Child of God?

[list student words as above]

Now, we’ve got a nice starting place for our exercise. As a group, let’s start fleshing these ideas out with evidence from the text. Think of these ideas as broad category headings—we want to find moments in the text that fit under these heads. Each textual moment can fit under multiple heads. 

[add evidence]

10 min. 

Now, in smaller groups of three, I’d like you to choose one or two heads that you’d like to work on in more detail. Choose your category, and then as a group find as many moments in the text as you can to flesh the category out. Try to gather evidence from all places in the text, not just one or two chapters—when you go on a fact-finding mission, you try to get all the facts, not just some! 

Alright—now, let’s look at one category in detail. Anyone want to volunteer their work? 
[list category and evidence on board]

We’ve got a good start here! Let’s add some more concrete details; let’s try to characterize this evidence, figure out what connotations it has in the text and why it’s there, what it’s doing. 

[look at individual pages; tease out concrete images]

Now, let’s think about transforming all this evidence into an essay topic. Let’s start with pattern—one of the most human of human traits, we seek out pattern; it’s in our natures. The narrator gives pattern to the story; even has Ballard do it—he repeatedly finds women to share his life with (they’re dead, of course, but such is his pattern); he identifies with both his rifle and the bears he won at the carnival; from the beginning to the end of the novel, he moves further and further away from human society; the narrator describes him as one who persists, despite every obstacle; he “wonders what stuff [he’s] made of” (141), “given charge Ballard would have made things more orderly in the woods and in men’s souls” (136). 
[connect dots]

Storytelling


Order


Narr. imagines B as striving for order (136)





Nature has patterns, makes patterns

(138)—“tracks of winter,” “palimpsest”; “tales of winter”
“intaglio”


Struggles past

B. amidst it all (fish 33, doves 41, mice)

“his heart hammering against the earth” (19)








(136)—“disorder in the woods”









B. would make it orderly 






“Old woods and deep” (127)








Contain mysteries… like B?






“Ink trees a facile hand had sketched” (41)





Snake “rifled over the boards like ink” (16)




B. commands nature





Appears to work… (103, 119, 139, 155)






Writes his own story?

Community

Townspeople tell stories about Ballard





“I remember one thing he done one time…”

“I don’t know. They say he never was right after his daddy killed hisself” (21)

They become other stories

Ape story (57ff)—

Apes—B. repeatedly identified with (184, 20)




Ballard at blacksmith (72ff)—“Do what?”




B. with watches in next town (130ff)





People are always suspicious of B.





Sherrif—what meanness planned next? (






“Have to find some other place to live” (123)





B. repeatedly dispossessed







Home(Greer







Waldrop’s Cabin(burns







Mountains/Caves (105/9)







State Hospital; dies; anatomized; buried







“Sink” opened to light and bodies removed

Companionship
Brushes her hair, lays with her quietly (102)

B. “pours into that waxen ear everything he’d ever thought of saying to a woman. Who could say she did not hear?” (88)



“waxen”—dead




“waxed” (134)—in the mountain




“innards of some great beast” (135)


After vigilante group—he climbs out of red mud; reborn—“mute midwife” (189)
   
“wax flowers” (102)

“Playpretty”—idiot child “wanted it to where it wouldn’t run off” (79)
(savage, perhaps misguided love)


B. a “misplaced and loveless simian” (20)





B. alone; only rifle and bears





Rifle—reminds of White Caps
“He had that rifle from when he was just almost a boy…” (57)


Leads to story of pigeons (58)






Bears—won by persistence, pride (64)


Sense


Idiot child—no sense of others—savage love





B., source of stories, repeatedly described as “crazy”

“crazy”—something without recognizable pattern





Something’s missing—





Greer… what did he do?






What does B. “have on Waldrop”?






B’s father—suicided; mother left

“he did not know how things mated but he knew that all things fought” (169)


Human companionship—love 


Replaced with fighting and struggle



Beauty of the rough “ballet” (69)

***Narrator: addresses us directly, asks us questions—how would you kill him? (156)


Identity

(181)—“You can trace em back to Adam..”





B. is lost





Names






“none of them his” (


“Men of many names… Legends of dead loves inscribed on perishable flesh” (55)






By end: completely elided—passive voice
“Wasn’t none of em any account I ever heard of…I remember his granddaddy, name was Leland” (80)
