Lesson Plan
English 105D

Day 2 1/6

Kafka, “Metamorphosis”

Bio: “I am separated from all things by a hollow space, and I do not even reach to its boundaries.” Born in 1883, Kafka’s life spanned the first world war; he died in 1924, diagnosed with tb. His work explores what W.H. Auden has called “the predicament of modern man.” M is steeped in themes of alienation, isolation, and the search for meaning in a modern industrial world at the brink of cataclysmic war. Kafka was a minority in two senses; as a German-speaking Jew in a country of Czech-speaking Christians, he was very much interested in the role of language in creating identity.  His writing is typically clear and straightforward, a style that belies the absurdity of his characters’ situations. Yet, this style, surprisingly for some, supports and adds to the tone of absurdity and surrealism throughout his work. 
Your experience reading?


Confusion 
Frustration?


Weirdness/strangeness?


Normalcy?


Humor?
What does Gregor seem to think about his situation? How can we characterize the tone of the novel, the narrator’s voice?
What happens in the first part of the text? Not a lot… but also, much. What time-frame does the first part cover? Less than an hour! How does Kafka fill up this space?

Time Stretch activity

