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Introductions
 

Traditional, General-to-Specific Introduction 
Example:

Guns are very important in our society today.  Many people own guns for sports, protection and other purposes.  However, guns are a detriment to our society and should be banned. 

Why were you taught to use this approach?  Is this the kind of introduction you would see if you opened a magazine and began to read an article?  What would you probably see instead? 
  

Other Options
Dramatic Incident 
Mrs. Plumpkin woke up and looked at the clock. It was 4:00 a.m.. The dog was barking; something was wrong in the house. Mrs. Plumpkin took the .45 from her nightstand drawer and surprised Horace Q. Smith, 17, and Billy Y. Jones, 24, who were in the process of relieving the corner table from its burden — a twenty-four-inch color TV. Mrs. Plumpkin only meant to point the gun and warn the intruders, but the gun went off and killed her dog. The intruders then attacked Mrs. Plumpkin with a fireplace poker and fled, leaving her to die. As this story illustrates, the ownership of guns does not guarantee safety against burglars and other criminals. 
  

Start with a Questions or a Problem
What is to be done about today's problem of rising crime? Are stricter penalties the answer? Will tougher laws and more policemen on the streets deter crime? Or, as many argue, is it each citizen's responsibility to protect himself and his family? Almost anyone would agree with that idea, but when the “responsibility to protect” is extended to protecting property as well as lives, many people are less willing to accept guns as “protection.” A color television set, they argue, is not worth the lifelong burden of having taken a life. 
  

Brief Historical Background
In 1910, it was legal in every state to shoot your wife if you caught her in adultery. In some states it was legal to shoot her partner in crime as well. In several states such as Texas, this law is still on the books. It is jokingly called the “caught-in-the-act” law. However, it has never been legal for the wife to shoot the husband. In fact, women who shoot their husbands have always received stricter sentences than men who shoot their wives. 
  

Unusual Facts or Figures
One out of every three people in the world is Chinese. A billion people is hard to imagine, but the population of China reached one billion in 1970 and is continuing to increase. Chinese is the most widely spoken language in the world, despite the difficulty of its writing system. If the population of China were lined up shoulder to shoulder, they would reach the moon and back. However, despite their great number, we Westerners know less about the Chinese people, their history, and their culture than we do about the possibility of life on Mars. 
  

Quotation
“It was horrible,” said Mrs. John Q. Public, obviously upset. “We were riding along in the airplane, not paying attention to much of anything, when we noticed the propeller wasn't turning. Just then, a man on the other side of the plane said the same thing — the other propeller wasn't turning either! Everybody began to scream. Before I knew it, we were on the ground and everybody was either dying or already dead.” Mrs. Public's description expresses many people's worst fear, the fear of being in an airplane accident. Although there are fewer accidents every year, and although flying is statistically safer than any other mode of travel, most people aren't aware of the tremendous number of narrow escapes that happen every day. 
  

False Argument to be Refuted
“Skiing looks like a lot of trouble to learn,” I hear many people say. I used to think so too, until someone forced me to try it. It was hard at first, but soon I got the hang of it and haven't been interested in any other activity since. Although it takes a few weeks to learn, skiing is worth any amount of embarrassment, loss of dignity, or minor injury the novice may suffer. 
