English 105

Prof. Howe

Activity: From General to Specific, and Back
Horoscopes can sometimes seem to accurately predict the future. How? Unless you believe in astrology, the answer is simple: effective use of language. Most horoscopes are unconscionably vague and general. In this exercise, we’re going to tie together a lot of the material we’ve been working on this term—word choice, individual voice and perspective, concrete language, and specificity. We’ll divide into pairs, and rewrite the general horoscopes into specific ones (examples provided).  
SCORPIO: Situations that have hemmed you in will be somewhat alleviated today. On a modest basis you’ll be able to lessen pressures and call your own shots.
Class response: “When your VW doesn’t respond to your prayers this morning and you miss the 7:40, your boss will call to inform you that Harvey, his son-in-law, has been promoted to your position as Assistant Vice President in Charge of Interplanetary Diplomacy. Despair not! Aunt Bertha Mae has fallen into the gin vat and the distillery in Critter Creek, Kentucky is all yours.”
PICES: Show a willingness to make sacrifices to benefit others today. If you do, they may be more apt to act on your behalf in problem areas.

Class response: “Kiss ass.”

1. LIBRA: When a person is gloomy, everything goes wrong; when a person is cheerful, it all goes right. Speak of solutions, directing your energy toward the bright tomorrows that you would like to create.

2. SAGITTARIUS: This is your day to rise above. You're strong enough to create whatever you think you can. Petty behavior of others cannot rob you of your own view of things. Don't think about the past.

3. CAPRICORN: When it seems you've lost and you are about to give up, something happens to change it all. This event gives you a chance at a goal you didn't even know you had.

4. TAURUS: You must try to give a partner a little more room; you don’t have to pressure other people’s freedom too. Make sure you are willing to live by the standards you are setting.

5. ARIES: Contacts that were made last month should now start to take effect and money that was due should also start to trickle in. Be polite to people who can further your life both personally and professionally.

6. CANCER: A personal situation that you thought you closed the door on is about to open up again as you realize that your feelings run far deeper that you had first admitted. It is a braver soul that says they were wrong than the fool that stumbles along unhappy, so speak your mind and your heart.

7. LEO: Look out for someone trying to make trouble for you in your career. If someone tries to question your abilities then back down but under no circumstances bite back, or you will only add fuel to the fire. Good news should arrive from someone you haven't spoken to in many months. 
8. LIBRA: You seem to have caused quite a few messy situations in your life of late and the time has come to put an end to all of the gossip and scandal that is flying about. Come clean and tell close ones what is really going on in your life.

9. SAGGITARIUS: You may want to find out a little more about a new face that you are linked to professionally. It does not do any harm to find out more about the people you do business with and if they object then they are not the kind of people you want to associate with anyway.

10. CAPRICORN: You are going to find it almost impossible not to spend money and if someone wants to take advantage of you financially it is going to be like taking candy from a baby. Try to save a bit of cash though or you will not be able to accept a last minute offer at the weekend.

11. AQUARIUS: You are going to find yourself having to work as part of a team to complete something, which at the beginning you did not like but which now you must admit to yourself you are quite beginning to enjoy.

12. PICES: Don’t rely on loved ones to stick to any plans they have made. Flexibility and adaptability are your best words to remember for they can help you to see the lighter side of life. Money proves lucky when mixed with property throughout this week.

