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Final Grammar/Punctuation Test

I. Multiple Choice: Which sentence of each group is correct? Circle the correct letter. (2pts)
1. a.) In “Othello,” Iago bitterly describes himself as “his Moorship’s Ancient” (I.i.32).

b.) In Othello, Iago bitterly describes himself as “his Moorship’s Ancient” (I.i.32). 

c.) In “Othello,” Iago bitterly describes himself as “his Moorship’s Ancient.” (I.i.32)

d.) In Othello, Iago bitterly describes himself as “his Moorship’s Ancient.” (I.i.32)

2. a.) The front door on the house remains padlocked and no one knows if the owner is alive.
b.) The front door on the house remains padlocked; no one knows if the owner is alive.

c.) The front door on the house remains padlocked, no one knows if the owner is alive.


d.) The front door on the house remains padlocked  no one knows if the owner is alive.

3. a.) Samuel Beckett’s characters might be protagonists, however they tend not to be heroes.

b.) Samuel Beckett’s characters might be protagonists, however; they tend not to be heroes. 
c.) Samuel Beckett’s characters might be protagonists, however, they tend not to be heroes. 
d.) Samuel Beckett’s characters might be protagonists; however, they tend not to be heroes. 
II. True or False: Circle the correct answer. (2pts)
1. The following sentence is grammatically correct. [ True | False ]
Having prepared himself well for the realtor exams and having exhausted everyone in the family with his requests that someone help him with the true-and-false drills, Jeffrey, who had never been a particularly good student in high school, knew he was ready to take on the greatest challenge of his life. 

2. The following sentence is grammatically correct. [ True | False ]
The head of state and the religious leader were often the same person all power rested in one ruler.

3. The following sentence uses parallel structure. [ True | False ]
The hurricane not only destroyed the fishing fleet but also the homes of the fishermen.

4. The following sentence is punctuated correctly. [ True | False ]
Michelangelo's Pieta has been displayed behind a protective glass shield since it was damaged by a madman.

5. The following sentence is punctuated correctly. [ True | False ]
Since it was damaged by a madman, Michelangelo's Pieta has been displayed behind a protective glass shield.

III. Complete Sentences: The following sentences are either run-ons or fragments. Circle the appropriate description and rewrite each to make complete sentences. (3pts)
1. With the ultimate effect of all advertising is to sell the product. [ fragment | run-on ]
2. Powerful leaders decided what objects would serve as money their backing encouraged public faith in the money. [ fragment | run-on ]
3. For doing freelance work for a competitor got Phil fired. [ fragment | run-on ]
4. He was an interesting talker. A man who had traveled all over the world, and lived in half a dozen countries. [ fragment | run-on ]
5. The airport is about to shut down because of the snow and if the plane doesn't land soon it will have to go on to Boston. [ fragment | run-on ]
6. Maria and John like skiing Karen does not. [ fragment | run-on ]
IV. Passive Voice: Each of the next sentences uses either the passive or the active voice. Circle the appropriate voice and then change each passive verb to active and each active verb to passive. (3pts)
1. Cats hate nuts.  [ passive | active ]
2. Her company may give Kim a new office.  [ passive | active ]
3. My first visit to Boston will always be remembered.  [ passive | active ]
4. The kitchen and patio were being cleaned.  [ passive | active ]
5. The Exxon Company admits that a few gallons might have been spilled. [ passive | active ]
V. Misused Commas: Each of the following sentences is punctuated incorrectly; please correct the punctuation error in each. (2pts)
1. They weren't dangerous criminals, they were detectives in disguise.

2. He opened the letter read it and made a note of its contents.

3. In 1769 when Napoleon was born Corsica had but recently been acquired by France.

4. The situation is perilous but we still have one chance of escape.

5. As I had never been in the place before I had difficulty finding my way about.

6. Walking slowly down the road he saw a woman accompanied by two children.

VI. Sentence Variety: Join the boring, imprecise sentences into one longer, more precise, grammatically correct sentence using the indicated word. (3pts)
1. The campus parking problem is getting worse. The university is not building any new garages.  [ because ]
2. Doctor Ramirez specializes in sports medicine. She helped my cousin recover from a basketball injury. [ who ]
3. The university has been facing pressure to cut its budget. It has eliminated funding for important programs. [ under ] 
4. Red wolves were common a hundred years ago. They are becoming increasingly rare. [ while ]

5. Carl Linnaeus is often called the Father of Taxonomy. He developed a system for naming, ranking, and classifying organisms. His system is still in wide use today. 
[ appositive phrase, that ]
VII. Using Coordination and Subordination to Express Ideas: Combine the two sentences following as indicated. Feel free to remove or slightly alter individual words—perhaps tenses—if necessary. (3pts)
a) Tattooing was once forbidden in Europe.

b) It maintained its popularity in underworld circles. 

1. Combine using coordination to show two parallel facts:

2. Combine using subordination to show contrast between these two ideas:

3. Combine using subordination to show a cause-and-effect relationship:

4. Combine using subordination to show a chronology (hint—you may have to change the tense and/or form of “maintained”): 
VIII. Parallelism:  The following sentences employ faulty parallelism. Rewrite each in parallel form. (3pts)
1. It was both a long ceremony and very tedious. (eliminate expletive)
2. I object first to the injustice of the measure, and second, that it is unconstitutional. 
IX. Modification: Each of the following sentences contains misplaced or ambiguous modifiers. Correct them. (3pts)
1. On arriving in Chicago, his friends met him at the station.

2. Being in a dilapidated condition, I was able to buy the house very cheap.

X. Extra Credit:  These two sentences mean very different things. Briefly, describe what that difference is. (up to 3pts)
a) The lawnmower that is in the garage needs sharpening.

b) The lawnmower, which is in the garage, needs sharpening.

