English 105D

Prof. Howe

Essay 2

Critical Personal Response

Our next essay is an attempt to merge the personal narrative with critical response. To that end, choose either Flannery O’Connor’s “A Good Man Is Hard to Find,” William Faulkner’s “A Rose for Emily,” or Samuel Beckett’s “The End” and compose a 4-5 page critical personal response detailing your experience reading the story. To narrow your response, choose one aspect of the story you’re working with—for instance, the plot structure of “A Rose for Emily” or the grotesque humor of “A Good Man Is Hard to Find.” Trace your experience with this one aspect throughout the story, paying close attention to the text, what you notice about the aspect you’ve chosen, and what the representation of that aspect makes you think. You should use the first person in this essay; however, it should otherwise look like a formal response. You should have an introduction with a clearly defined thesis statement, well-organized supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion. This assignment will require you to read your chosen text over several times and keep a detailed record of your thoughts and impressions. You may find it helpful to work from a question you have about the text.
Your thesis for this assignment should be a conceptualization of the specific effect your chosen topic has on you, the reader. A sample thesis might look like one of these: “The grotesque humor of ‘A Good Man Is Hard to Find’ invites the reader to critique the moral problems presented by The Misfit” or “The gothic setting of ‘A Rose for Emily’ asks the reader to see Emily as a problematic representative of changing times.”
As you organize this essay, think about how you can first sketch out an overview of your topic that will make your response to it seem logical. For instance, if I were to compose a personal critical response using the sample thesis above on “A Rose for Emily,” I might use the first body paragraph to describe what I think the town is like in the story’s present. I might then use the second body paragraph to describe how I imagine Emily’s house, based on the way it’s represented. As you continue on, you’ll want to think about how you can best articulate the impact that the aspect of the story you’ve chosen has on you. The third body paragraph might then contain my musings on how the story juxtaposes the town with Emily’s house. In the fourth body paragraph, I might further characterize this juxtaposition with a further look at other clues about Emily’s lifestyle—her father’s role, the way the Mayor reacts to the “smells” coming from her house, and so on. The next few body paragraphs would take up my responses to the most important of these “clues.” When you are ready to begin your conclusion, I would like you to think about the significance of your response to a larger interpretation of the story. 
The most difficult element of this assignment will be looking closely at your own reactions. You will have to choose which reactions are justified by the story as a whole, and how your reactions further whatever you see as the aim or point of the story. Your essay should use evidence from the text—but further, you should begin to close read this evidence. In the next weeks, we will be developing strategies for both close reading and organization. 

Requirements:

· 4-5 pages in length

· A clearly articulated, debatable thesis reflecting the effect of one significant part of the story on you, the reader
· A well developed, logical organization of parts logically directed by your thesis
· Close readings of both the text and your responses to the text
· A conclusion that shows the significance of your response in a larger interpretation of the story

· Less than 2% passive sentences

· Effective use of language, interesting word choice, and few to no grammar mistakes

· Correct MLA format and citation throughout, including a works cited page

· With your pledge, indicate—using the information provided by Word’s spell/grammar check—the percentage of passive sentences
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