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How Could He Be a Child of God?

He is small, unclean, unshaven. He moves in the dry chaff among the dust and slats of sunlight with a constrained truculence. Saxon and Celtic bloods. A child of God much like yourself perhaps. (4) 


The reader might ask why. What could possibly make Lester Ballard a child of God anything like myself? Through all of his awful, disgusting acts, to see him as a child of God and to compare him to a good, decent reader just seems unreasonable. But look closer, and in the end, it comes together for Lester Ballard. It takes him a while, a long while, but he catches a glimpse of something that sheds him some light. Although it seems that Lester grows more and more evil and unaffected with every crime he commits, he eventually realizes the wrong of his ways, which compels him to turn himself in. Only after Lester sees himself in a young boy does he find this bit of humanity, and only with this humanity that we can see Lester as a child of god. 


In the beginning of Child of God, Lester Ballard cannot be called anything but an embarrassing, neighborhood, annoyance. Stupid, dirty and losing his home and mind in public, He so mentally inept that he doesn’t even realize his home is in the middle of foreclosure and sale. He crashes the auction intent on clearing his property and reclaiming his land. In this scene it’s hard not to pity Lester. He seems too pathetic to ever cause any true harm. Up to this point in the story, Lester remains a sad old pest. However, as the story progresses, Lester’s character flaws begin to show themselves. [edits; commas; word choice]

The first instance of Lester Ballard’s criminally violent behavior became visible during his confrontation with the much younger Finney boy. Lester lost a soft ball in some bushes way off down the road and wanted the Finney boy to go get it for him. When the Finney boy stood up to Lester and Lester realized the boy wasn’t going to do it, he punched him, and “Blood flew out of the Finney boy’s nose”(18). Although this may seem like a childish skirmish at first glance, the Finney boy was much younger than Lester and Lester lost the ball himself, his reaction was overly violent and unnecessary in the situation. This incident gives the first look at Lester’s violent disposition. [run on]

Although Lester’s behavior at this point had become violent, it had not yet become disturbing. It becomes so after Lester finds a woman sleeping in the woods. He wakes her up first by throwing rocks at her, then by touching her breast. He made sexual advances at her and when she became upset and declined, “He took hold of the strap of her gown and gave it a good yank.”(42) He then pulled the dress from under her, knocking her over and leaving her naked and alone in the cold woods. When approached by the police later on Lester denied any wrongdoing. This incident introduces Lester as a sexual predator. His behavior becomes not only violent but disturbing as well. His crimes have progressed from a small skirmish to a violent sexual assault and Lester does not see a problem with either. [summary?]

As time passes, Lester’s crimes continue to heighten. He found a couple dead in their truck along the side of the road. Upon realizing their state, he said, “Them sons of bitches is deader’n hell”(87). He then began to interact with the corpses when he “Reached across the dead mans back and touched the breast”(87). He moved the dead man out of the way and made love to the woman. He touched her gently and whispered into her ear the things he would say to a woman he loved. He then took the woman’s body. He slept with her that night and even bought her clothes. The most revolting part of it all is that Lester wasn’t just necrophiliac, he didn’t just have sex with the corpse, he actually carried on a relationship with the dead woman, he talked to her and slept with her, things an actually couple would do. [analysis vs. observation…] 


Up to this point Lester has not committed murder, he has done awful things but he has yet to kill anyone. [grammar] He crosses this threshold when he murders the daughter of a friend and then burns her body and that of another small child’s when he sets the house on fire. Again, sexual rejection compels him to attack her.
 He asks her, “to show me them nice titties”(118) and she tells him to leave and that her father will to kill him. Ballard leaves then shoots her twice through the window and burns the house down. He walks away seeming unaffected by the whole situation.


Ballard commits an even worse murder later on in the story. He stumbles upon a young couple fooling around in their truck on the side of the road and approaches them as if he posing as the law. After a skirmish he shoots the boy as he lay in the girls arms and then forces the girl out of the car. He then kills her and takes her body. This crime seems even more shocking because the victims did not provoke him at all and he doesn’t have relations with the girl. Through the story he became more and more immune to his awful acts. This allowed his crimes to grow more monstrous. The crimes peak with this murder, the most gruesome and shocking. 


Eventually officials caught Ballard. He woke up in a hospital bed without his arm and they eventually took him to jail. He escaped execution and eventually the authorities by taking them to find the bodies. He spent days wondering through the cave before he found a way out and then he continued to wonder outside. He saw a school bus pass and inside his eyes locked with those of a young boy. “He was trying to fix in his mind where he’d seen the boy when it came to him that the boy looked like himself. This gave him the fidgets and though he tried to shake the image of the face in the glass he would not”(191). The boy triggered something in Ballard and brought him to a turning a point. Seeing himself in an innocent child forced Lester to realize the horridness of his crimes. He realized that there’s a lot of possibility in life and what he had done took a lot of it away from him. This realization brought a lot of humanity back to Lester. It displays that he did have feeling and emotion in him that wasn’t anger or violence. From this, he decided to turn himself in. He went back to the hospital where he presented himself with the phrase, “I’m supposed to be here”(192).   


It’s difficult to say what encompasses a child of God. Even more difficult is defending Lester Ballard as a child of God but in he end he does the right thing by turning himself in. So maybe it doesn’t matter what you do along the way as long as you end wisely and own up to your deeds, no matter how monstrous they are. Through Child of God, Cormack McCarthy communicates that we are all children of God, even the Lester Ballards, no matter what we do, as long as we do right in the end. 
Works cited? 

A lot of summary; grammar & syntax issues… I want to see your analysis…!
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