English 105D
Prof. Howe

Close Reading Exercise

Directions: Using the example below as a model, select one of the remaining topics (especially well-researched by some of your peers) and construct a similar paragraph for each. You must carefully choose from the textual evidence provided to build a potential argument. Be sure to double-check the accuracy of your quotations as well as their contexts; cite them correctly in your paragraph, and integrate them fully. Please type your responses—double-spaced, as usual—and give your paragraph a significant title. Finally, provide the source documentation for Le Fanu’s story in proper MLA formatted Works Cited page. 

Example:

1. Characterize Carmilla

A Slender Hand with a Vice Grip: Ambivalence in “Carmilla”
Carmilla is routinely described as “beautiful” (318) and “pretty” (261), with “slender hand[s]” (319) and “fine eyes” (261); her movement is “languid” and “graceful” (262). Her hair, “exquisitely fine and soft” of a “rich dark brown with something of gold,” fascinates Laura, who often buries her hands in it as if it were a pile of jewels. Le Fanu, however, juxtaposes these positive descriptions with their diametrical opposites. The beauty of Carmilla’s “slender hand” coexists with her “vice grip” (319), and though her eyes are “fine,” her “gaze” is “melancholy” (261) and her glance “sly” and “dark” (286). She is not only a wonderfully, even supernaturally beautiful young woman, but also a “large black object, very ill-defined,” and “a great palpitating mass” (311). She does not appear ill, but is the epitome of illness. Carmilla is an ambivalent character, about whom we have ambivalent reactions. 
2. Fancy/Imagination/Dreams
· Carmilla is “so afraid of fancying…” (270)

· “fantastically illuminated” (269)

·  “of fairy tales” (246)

· Laura’s first encounter with Carmilla is described as a “phantasmagoria” (248)

· “whimsical alarms” about midnight invaders (277)

· “I saw, or fancied I saw” (278)

· “quite sure it was all fancy, except the dreams” (280)

· Laura imagines many things (282)

· “visited by appalling dreams; then, as she fancied…” (304)

· “visitations of insanity”? “or was there here a disguise and a romance” (265” as she had read in books?

· “and she fancied she was by [my side]” (303)

· “and, I fancied, agitated” (288)

· “one always fancies” (288)

· “poor girl who fancied” (266)

· “these poor people infect one another with their superstitions, and so repeat in imagination the images of terror” (269)

· “The forest opens in an irregular and very picturesque glade” (244)

· “It was nothing but a dream and could not hurt me” (247)

· “isolated pictures of the phantasmagoria surrounded by darkness” (258)

· “in these terms ended this strange letter” (250)

· “a think film of mist was stealing, like smoke…” (250-51)

· “transparent veil” (251)

· “were eloquent upon the moon” (251)

· “romantic”/”mystic” (251)

· “windows flash and twinkle with the silvery splendour, as if unseen hands had lighted up the rooms to receive fairy guests” (251)

· “misty wood” (255)

· “Nothing remained to assure us that the adventure had not been an illusion” (255)

· “hideous black woman…nodding and grinning derisively…with gleaming eyes, and large white eyeballs, and her teeth set as if in fury” (257)

· “I saw your face in a dream, and it has haunted me ever since” (252)

· “insinuated very prettily her admiration of her beauty” (298)

· “he was in no masquerade” (299)

· “my perplexities multiply” (300)

· “associated with some one hallucination” (310)

· “the image of Carmilla returns to memory” (319)

· “from a reverie I had started (319)

· “[so] charming a companion” (304)

· “of a similar visitation” (302)

· “strangely I felt” (305)

· “very peculiar” (305)

· “strangest-looking man” (313)

· “Carmilla, dear, here is an absolute miracle” (272)

· “But you must not dream…” (275)

· “Not I, silly little fool as I am and full of whims and fancies” (276)

· “But dreams come through stone walls” (276)

· “I had a dream…it passed out” (278)

· “It was no such transitory terror as a dream leaves behind it” (279)

· “the long lime-tree walk behind Carmilla’s bedroom-window is haunted” (279)

· Carmilla tells Laura about “that charm” to keep dreams away (280)

· “My sleep was delightfully deep and dreamless” (280)

· “This was soon accompanied by dreams” (282)

· “Carmilla complained of dreams and feverish sensations” (283)

· Another dream begins “your mother warns…” (283)

· “But Carmilla was gone” (284)

· Carmilla explains her “night of wonders” (285)

3. Illness/Sickness/Disease

· Milarca stayed with the General on account of “her late illness” and “never emerged from her room till the afternoon was pretty far advanced” (304)

· After Milarca came to the general’s, his niece Bertha “began to loose her looks and health” (301)

· Her illness took the form of “appalling dreams” and “sensations. One…resembled the flow of an icy stream against her breast” and the other “a very sharp pain” “below the throat” (304-5)
· In dreams Bertha was accosted “by a spectre, sometimes resmbling Milarca, sometimes in the shape of a beast” (304)

· Bertha was plagued by “no natural disease” (304)

· “The disappearance of Carmilla was followed by the discontinuance of my nightly sufferings” (315)

· “This was a bodily languor in which her mind did not sympathize” (265)

· “Papa says such horrible fancies do accompany some forms of fever” (267)

· “This was the first time I had seen her exhibit any definable symptoms of that delicacy of health which her mother had spoken of” (267)

· “these poor people infect one another with their superstitions, and so repeat in imagination the images of terror” (269)

· “and this disease that invades the country is natural” (270)

· “I mean her crazy talk and looks, which embarrassed, and even frightened me” (274)

· The General is in “great affliction” (249)

· The “effect of the full moon in such a state of brilliancy was manifold” It acted on dreams. It acted on lunacy. It acted on nervous people. It had marvelous physical influences connected with life (251)

· “appeared to be lifeless”; “looked rather pale” (253)

· “sank into a deep sleep” (256)

· “ill looking pack of men” “strangely lean, and dark and sallow” (257)

· “if she is sufficiently recovered” (257)

· Physician “report[s] very favorably upon his patient” (258)

· “something of languor and exhaustion”; “confess my weakness” (261)

· “there was a coldness” (262)

· “heart is wounded”; “my wild heart bleeds with yours” (263)

· My “life was rather a solitary one” (245)

· Physician “pallid and elderly” (247); a “long saturnine face, slightly pitted with small pox” (247); “gave me medicine” (247)

· “were you never dying?” (277)

· “fever” and descriptions of illness (280ff)
· “would not admit that I was ill” (281)

· “strangest illness” (281)

· “pale…languor” (282)

· “no pain”… “imagination” (282)

· “dreams and feverish sensations” (282)

· “I felt very weak, I did not feel ill” (288)

· Sickness is in her “imagination” (282)

· Laura’s mother “died in [her] infancy” (245)

· “The first occurrence…course I hated” (246-7)

· Carmilla taken in by others because of her fragile health (253-55); health issues “her mother had spoken of” (267)

· Peasant girl dies of the disease (266); “quite well…then died before a week” (267)

· As the funeral procession passed, Carmilla’s “teeth and hands were clenched…irrepressible as ague” (267)

· Hunchback with “deformities” (267) sells an amulet against the “oupire” (267)

· Another peasant ill (269)

· “symptoms” (305); “no natural disease exhibit some symptoms” (309)

· “weakness that remained” (304)

· Thought Laura was “out of spirits and nervous” (279)

· Laura’s symptoms include “lassitude and melancholy…” (280)

· Dreams are “only a fever passing by, or some other malady” (280), says the doctor

· Doctor’s presence a sign of illness?

· Laura’s family’s fortunes had declined

· Karnstein’s estate in ruins

