ON HE AD. 12

others might be deterred from {acrificing a virtuous
charater to their infolence and vanity.

HEAD o a voune HEIR.

This 13 a young HEIR juft come to his EsTaTE,
which is very confiderable. During-his refidence at
College, he was placed under the difcipline of a very
fevere Tutor, till, about twelve months ago, he re-
ceived the joyfulnews of kis father’s deathy which was
as agreeabl.... a furprife to young Mr Hairbrain, asa
father’s propofing a brifk young fellow as a match for
a buxom lafs of twenty, who lougs for a lufband.
He was no fooner cquipped in fable, than he burt
out of the college gates, with as much alacrity as a
debror out of the barricaded door of a gloomy gaol,
after he had been releafed by a compaflionate creditor
or a merciful a&t of infolvency. Having repaired to
the antient manfion-houfe, and performcd his laft duty
to his father, he fet out with longing defires of en-
joying the various pleafures and delights of London,
that motley {pot of vice and virtue ; and at the recom-
mendation of a friend, furnifhed elegant chambers in
the Inner Temple. Thus feated in the centre of ini-
quity, he procured anumber of acquaintance among the
the experienced debauchees, and made fo rapid a pro-

orefs 1n the fchool of vice, thar he foon became a li-
bertine, without refle®ion ; and raked on, without re<'
prehenfion from his own confcience, or from other

peop}c. Refolved to deny himiclf no kind of hbel‘t)r

which could in any degree conduce te gratify his fan:
guine and juvenile defires, he abandened his ftudy for
the company and converfation of frothy fops and rat-
'f:hnrr coxcombs, and devoted the principal part of his
tlll'le



14 L ECTURES

time to whoring, drinking, and gaming—-exercifes {o
cflential to the charalter of aman of talte and bu-
mour. He foon became a dupe to the plts of the
town ; and before he acquired fenfe and experience
1o avoid the bubbles of a whore, he was reduced to
the neceflity of being a bubble ro the do&or, and ve-
ry chearfully paid more for his punifhiment than for the
unfortunate rapture which enjoined lim to fo fevere a
penance.  His time is princapally engrefled in amo-
rous dailiance with ladies of eafy virtue and complying
daifpofition.  If he has any to {pare it is {ported amons
rakes like himfelf, and fometimes, with fpungers, flat-
terars, and parafizes, who live upon the prodigal, and
will fick by himtill they have reduced him to a level
with themfelves.  His Inifh fencing mafter is one of
his ereatelt favourites, having impofed upon his cre-
duhty a belief of a number of romantic duels and fici-
tious rencounters, Infomuch that he thinks lum a very
“knight in valour ; but all this bouncirg 15 only 1o work
VOUNZ €O ,.combs m:o an opinlon of his courase which
never extends bevend 2 harmlels thru® with 2 foil,
or a fham puth at a pimp or waiter.  As he elteems
aaming a very honourable employment, being the fa-
fhionable paftime that prevails at court, he values iis
profeffors, and takes thole very men into his tolom,
who are making daily depredations on his eftate. In
flort, his life 15 one {cene of difﬁ‘*ation folly, and ex-
travagance, of every kind and degree ; {o that for
vunt of difcretion in his early years, it1s Lighly pro-
bable he will exhauft his fubftance, reduce Lzm clf to
beroary, and die a wretched and melancholy example
of the dire effelts of a vicious and abandoned difpofi-

tion,
HEAD



